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Forward

This American Version of the international rules governing fencing competitions is translated and adapthd #001 French edition
published by the FIE and incorporates changes made by the FIE Congresses through 2004. Unless otherwise noted hé®&Ar in the
Operations Manual, these rules apply to fencing competitions in the United States.

The publicatiom in electronic format with year and revision dating at the bottom of each page is intended to simplify the incorporation
future changes to the rules. Dated replacement pages will be included irlithe tert as necessary.

The USFA, Inc. (foundedsathe Amateur Fencers League of America in 1891) is donqtrofit, taxexempt organization primarily
engaged in increasing participation in the sport of fencing. Membership in the USFA, in an appropriate category, é&gpea tho

has an interesh fencing. The USFA is the official governing body for amateur fencing activities in the United States, and is sc
recognized by the Unites States Olympic Committee and the International Fencing Federation (FIE). Accordingly, thetauthority
enact, ameah, and repeal the rules governing amateur fencing in the Unites States rests solely with the Board of Directors of the USI
As a matter of policy, the USFA normally follows the technical rules enacted for the sport by the FIE, with occasioredaefnions

that are duly announced. The rules for fencing, as set forth in this book, therefore apply to all USFA championshipeaityer aiztd
competitions, and, unless exceptions have been announced in advance by the appropriate authorities ta@mileetsts scheduled

by any Section or Division of the USFA, or held under USFA auspices.

United States Fencing Association, Inc.
One Olympic Plaza
Colorado Springs, CO 8098774

TEL: 719/8664511 FAX: 719/866&737
E-mail: info@usfencing.org World Wide Web: http://www.usfencing.org
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Preface

This American edition incorporates the most recent FIE rules changes, using terms commonly used in American fencingngssme ch
of form have been made to increase the clarity of the text, with@uingitthe original intentWhere the USFA rules differ from the
FI'E, a AUSFA Notedo is provided.

The ongoing publication of an American version of the FIE Rules has been carried out under the auspices of the USFAfieaising O
Commission. This curreéredition is based, in large part on the British translation of the FIE Rules. A number of USFA members hav
been involved in the publication of this book. | would like to thank Ann McBain Ezzell fowbes on the previous editions and
Nancy Andersondr her advice on French translations.would also like to acknowledge Peter Jacobs assistance in the English
translations from the French, as well as his generous help in keeping track of the myriad changes that occur.

For those interested in such thingThe text has been through even more electronic incarnations and now exists in both Macintosh ar
PC format as well as PDF and HTML formats. Editing and formatting are currently performed using Microsoft Word XPtioltisistra
were scanned directlydm the FIE edition.

Bill Oliver, Editor

Boulder, Colorado
September2006
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT

Cf. (followed by a number ) = see article number

f. (after a number) = and the following article
ff (after a number) = and tle following articles

NUMBERING OF ARTICLES

The articles have been-rembered along different lines. Articles that begin with "t." are from in first book, "Technical Rules" and
have to do with technical descriptions of fencing and its equipment.le&rtitat begin with "o0." are in the second book,
"Organizational Rules" and have to do with the organization and control of fencing competition. Articles that begir" &ith itirthe
third book "Material Rules", and have to do with the weapons anttiei@@pparatus and their specifications.
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RU LES FOR The FIE Saber Rules incll_Jde the e_ssential po_rtions of the_ rules whic

were adopted at the Olympic Games in London in 1908 and in Stockhol

COM PET|T| ONS in 1912. They also conform to the basic principles of the Ostend rules al

of the Hungarian rules and weeradopted on 12 June 1914 by the

Committee for Saber of the FIE assembled in Paris under th

chairmanship of Dr Bela Nagy, President of the Hungarian Fencin
Federation, who edited the proposed rules.

The rules governing saber events fenced with an elatapparatus were

PRELUDE adopted in 1988.

HISTORICAL NOTE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

The technical rules of the F®dW®ragerdance with the degisipnsttaken miatheeCongresses at ANt
unanimouslyadopted by the International Congress of National Olympid920, 1939), the Hague (1927), Amsterdam (1928), Brussels (193
Committees held at Paris in June 1914 for use in all events at the Olymiié7), Madid (1962), Paris (1987), Cape Town (1997), Neuchate
Games. They were first codified in 1914 by the Marquis de Chasselo($998) and Lausanne (1999), official male and female championship

Laubat and Monsieur Paul Anspach and issued in 1919 the title of called Open World Champiships (called European Championships
6Rul es for Competitionsao. until 1936) are held annually under the auspices of the FIE, for bot

They were modified by various FIE Congresses and were revised after fiflividuals and tgams, in foill,.épée and saber.

1931 Congress and again after the 1954 Congress when they were rendfagcodance with the decisions taken by the Congresses held at Pa
6Technical Rulesd. They were r e(948 2951 1859)gVeniae (4989), Madgd(}P62)a Gdansk (1968)nFar
Cogress and renamed O6Rules for Co(k98%8 t Neuchaeh {1§98) and Lausanne (1999), World Junio
The amendments made by Congress held between 1964 and 1972 {zbampionships are held mumlly under the auspices of the Bl
incorporated in the new updated edition published in 1972. T\%%mpngmg individual and team competitions, both male and female, i
amendments made by Congress between 1973 and 1983 inclusive %epee and Sa‘_’er- o ) o
incorporated in theew French updated edition published in 1983. In accordance with the decisions made by the Congress in Paris in 19

Subsequent amendments were included in a restructured edition publis@ﬂ% 1986 and Lu>_<e_mbourg in 1990, a World Cadet Championshi
in 1997. recognize as an official evat of the FIE, is held annually. In accordance

with decisions taken by the Congress held at Neuchéatel (1998), the Wo
FOIL Cadet Championships consist of individual competitions, both male ar
The Rules for Foil were adopted on 12 June 1914 by the Committee for Feihale, in foil, épée and saber.
of the FIE at a meeting in Paris under the premigleof General G. Ettore,
representing the lItalian Fencing Federation, who edited the proposed rules.

They were basically the same as those drawn up by Monsieur Camille

Pr ®vost, President of the Acad®mi e do6Armes and President of the
Committee foroil of the French National Federation. They also conformed

to the rules drawn up by the Marquis de Chasseloapu b at f or OLes Ar mes

de Franced, to the various earlier international regul ations dr ¢
different countries affiliated to the FIE, Gto the Francdtalian rules.

The rules governing foil competitions judged with the electrical judging

apparatus were adopted in 1957 and modified by various later Congresses

up to the present date.

Ignorance of the Rules is no Excuse

EPEE

The Rules for Epée drawn up in 1914amlinated ad completed all the

various épée rules which existed prior to the foundation of the FIE and

which had been evolved from 1892 both in France and elsewhere, notably

by:

0 The Permanent Committee of la Soci ® ® do6éEscri me ~ | 6Ep®e de P
| 6 Acad®miae SIOCEp&e® dOENntrai nement " | 6Escri me et au Pistolet:;
and les Armes de France

d The 1905 International Committee, subject to the laws of each country,
regarding the application to duelling

Lé6Union des Soci ® ®s Fran-aises de Sport Athl ®tiqgues (USFSA)
Le Comité National des Sports de France
The French Olympic Committee

The Organizing Committees for the Tournaments held at Nice, on the
Riviera, at Ostend, etc.

The rules governing épée competitions judged with the electrical judging
apparatus were adopitén 1936 and subsequently modified by various later
Congresses up to the present date.

The Congress of 1984 approved the introduction of Ladi esb6 Ep®e
Congress of 1987 decided that Worl d Championships for Ladi esbo
should be organized from 1989 cands.

SABER

Qr Ox Ox Ox
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BOOK 1. TECHNICAL RULES

PART |. GENERAL RULES AND RULES
COMMON TO THE THREE WEAPONS

CHAPTER 1. APPLICATION OF THE RULES

Obligatory use of the Rules

tl These Rules are obligatory
Competitions of the FI EOG, Vi z
d The World Championships, inlalategories
0 The fencing events at the Olympic Games
d All World Cup competitions.

0 The Zonal Championtships.

CHAPTER 2. GLOSSARY
A. COMPETITIONS
1. Assaults and bouts

t.2 A friendly combat between two fencers is callechasault When the
score of suie an assault is kept to determine a result it is called a
bout
2. Match

t.3 The aggregate of the bouts fought between the fencers of two
different teams is called a match.

Note: In French,tt word fmatcho means a combat
in English). I'n English, the word
teams (firencontreod in French).
3. Competitionof the bouts (individual competitions) or of the
matches (team competitions) required to determine the winner of the
event.
Competitions are distinguished
by their age and by the fact that they areridividuals or for teams.
4. Championship

t.5 A championshipgs the name given to a competition held to determine

the best fencer or the best team at each weapon for a federation, for a

specific region or for the world and for a specific period of time.

B. EXPLANATION OF SOME TECHNICAL TERMS COMMONLY
USED IN THE JUDGING OF FENCING*

t.6

t.7

1. Fencing time

Fencing timeis the time required to perform one simple fencing

action.

2. Offensive and defensive actions

The offensive actionsare the attack, theiposte and the counter
riposte.

0 The attackis the initial offensive action made by extending the
t hr eat eni nRpas panied obretigated, avhen Hie lattershasgeigher quitted conte

arm and continuously
the launching of the lunge or fléche (cf. t.56ss, t.75ss).

0 Theriposteis the offensiveaction made by the fencer who has
parried the attack.

0 The counterriposte is the offensive action made by the fencer

who has parried the riposte.
Thedefensive actionare the parries.

L1t is stressed that this section in no way replaces a treatise on fencing and is only

included in order to help the reader to understand the Rules.

September 2008 Edition

wi t hdbt)u'lthenpnstajlflcat i on

& The parry is the defensive action made with the weapon to
preventan offensive action arriving.

3. Explanation

Offensive actions

(a) Theattack

The action isimplewhen it is executed in one movement and is

& eitherdirect(in the same line)

& orindirect(in another line).

The action ixompoundvhen it is execed in several movements.
for the o6Off

The riposte may bémmediateor delayed depending on what
action takes place and the speed at which it is carried out.

Ripostes are:

1.simple, direct

& Direct riposte a riposte which touches the opponent without
leaving the line in which the parry was made.

& Riposte along the blade riposte which touches the opponent
by grazing along the blade after the parry.

2.simple, indirect

0 Riposte by disengagement riposte which touches the
opponent in the oppositine to that in which the parry was
formed (by passing under the
formed in the high line, and over the blade if the parry was
formed in the low line).

0 Riposte with a coupéa riposte which touches the opponent in the
opposite line to that in which the parry was formed (the blade always
passing over the opponentds poi

6%8&. two fencers ( bou 0

bet ween
Riposte Wlth a doubiea rlposte WhICh touches the opponent in

the opposite line to that in which the parry was formed, bu
after havingdecri bed a complete ci
blade.

Riposte with a origwo: a riposte which touches the opponent
in the same line as that in which the parry was formed but afte
the blade has first been into the opposite line, by passing und
y theepppemts§ s blyl achee. competitors

oxjg&'

x

(c) Counterattacks

Counterattacksare offensive or offensivelefensive actions made
during the offensive action of the opponent.

1. Thestop hit
A counterattack made into an attack.
2. Thestop hit made with opposition

A counterattack nade while closing the line in which the

opponentés attack wild/l be com

3. The stop hit made within a period of fencing time i . e . 6
(cf. t.59, 1.79).

(d) Other offensive actions

1. Theremise

A simple and immeidte offensive action which follows the
original attack, without withdrawing the arm, after the opponent

with the blade without riposting or has made a riposte which i
delayed, indirecor compound.

2. Theredoublement

A new action, either simple or compound, made against a
opponent who has parried without riposting or who has merel,
avoided the first action by retreating or displacing the target.

3. Thereprise of the attack

A new atta@k executed immediately after a return to thegoard
position.

United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition 9



t.9

t.10

t.11

4. Countertime t.12 That portion of the field of play which is used for fencing is called
Every action made by the attacker against a stop hit made by his thestrip. Competitions at the three weapons are fenced on the sar
opponent. Strips.

t.13 The strip is from 1.50 meters to 2 meters wide.

The strip is 14 mefs long, so that each competitor being placed a
2 meters from the centre line has at his disposal for retreating
total distance of 5 meters without it being necessary for him t
cross the rear limit of the strip with both feet.

t.14 Five lines should & drawn very clearly on the strip at right angles

4. Defensive actions
Parries aresimple direct, when they are made in the same line as the
atteck.

They arecircular (counterparries) when they are made in the
opposite line to that of the attack.

5. The point in-line position to its length, as follows:
The pointinl i ne position is a specificg EnBctritrd lihedtich inust baVdtaw® 45 a brdkeh line BcPosseht
sword arm is kept straight and the point of kieapon continually whole width of the strip;

threatens his opponentés valid t %rt\ﬁoeohguértflfnesat 5 meqeﬁs’on éach%ige’ of tﬁe'cgnﬁe' line!

These must be drawrtiss the whole width of the strip;

two lines at the rear limitof the strip, which must be drawn
across the whole width of the strip, at a distance of 7 meter
from the centre line. In addition, the last 2 meters of the strif
before these rear limitrles must be clearly distinguishéd if
possible by a different colour of strip to make it easy for the
fencers to be aware of their position on the strip (see Figures
and 2).

CHAPTER 3. THE FIELD OF PLAY 5

The field of play should have an even surface. It should give neither
advantage nor disadvantage to either of the two fencers cedgern
especially as regards light.

— 15ta2m l—zm —l—im —’—2m am —’—Zm —‘—lm —"I.S(DZm—

@
&
S
E
~
R L L R S
Lt}
E S G C G s E
£
A
Conductive safety border A Table for electrical apparatus M Minimum 1 m <
C Centre line L Last 2 m of piste
G On-guard lines £ End of piste (rear limit)
R Run back fextension of piste) S Startof 2m signal area
For foil and épée the conductive surface must cover the whole of the length and breadth of the piste,
including its extensions {run back) and its safety borders (cf. Article t.135, m.57)
I [1 T T2 [ 31 [2 T T I

1 Lights registering hits 2 Names and nationalities of fencers 3 Clock, score, etc.

Figure 1. Strip for SemiFinals and Finals (maximum height 50 cm)
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A Table for electrical apparatus M Minimum 1m
C Centreline L Last 2 mof piste
G On-guard lines E End of piste (rear limit}
R Run back {extension of piste) S Startof 2 m signal area
For foil and épée the conductive surface must cover the whole of the length and breadth of the piste,
including its extensians (run back) (cf. Article t.13s, m.57)
Figure 2. Standard Strip for all three weapons
competitors mu s t

—l 15tw2m L

be suc-hne& hat

the points of the two blades cannot make contact

CHAPTER4.THE FENCERSS®

EQUI PMENTager the scoring of a valid touch the competitors are put on

(Weaponsd Equipment 8 Clothing) guard in the middle of the strip. If no touch is awarded they are
replaced in the position that they occupied when the bout was

Responsibility of fencers

t.15 Fencers arm, equip and clothe themselves and fence at their own
responsibility and at their ownsK.
The safety measures specified in the Rules and in the standards
contained in the Appendix to them and the methods of control laid

interrupted.

At the beginning of each period (in a direct elimination bout)
and of any additional minute of fencing time, the fencers are
placed on guard in the middle of the strip.

down in the present Rules (cf. Material Rules) are only designed to  The competitors may not be replaced on guard, at their correct
increaset he f encer s guadntedtyThep cadnot,c a n ndistance, in such a way do place behind the rear line of the
therefore, whatever the manner in which they are applied, impart  strip a fencer who was in front of that line when the bout was

responsibility to the FIE, or to the organizers of competitions, to the  halted.

officials or personnel who carry out such organization, or to those
who may cause an accident.

If he already had one foot behind the rear line, he remains in
that position.

CHAPTER 5. FENCING 1. Method of holding the weapon If a fencer has crossed the lateral boundaries of the strip, he
may be put back on guard at the correct distance even if this

t.16 With all three weapons, defence must be effected exclusively with  places him behi_nd the rear line and thereby causes a touch to
the guard and the blade used either separately or together. be awarded against him.

If the handle has no special device or attachment or special shape Competitors come on guard when the Referee gives the order

Ce r > guarddé, after whi cahd yt?hde R
may also alter the position of his hand on_the handle during a bout. receiving an affirmative reply, or in the absence of a negative
However, the weapon must not k& either permanently or reply, he gives the command for fencing to commence with the

(e.g. orthopaedic)a fencer may hold it in any way he wishes and he 60n

temporarily, in an open or disguised mandertransformed into a wor d

throwing weaponit must be used without the hand leaving the hilt

6Fenced.

and without the hand slipping along the hilt from front to back ~ 1he fencers must come on guard correctly and remain
during an offensive action. completely stil

When the handle has a special device or attachment or has a special

shape (e.g. orthopaedic) it must be heldush a way that the upper orn

unt il ttthee c o

Referee. In foil and saber fencers may not come on guard in the
l ined position.

surface of the thumb is in the same plane as the groove in the blade 3.Beginning, stopping and restarting the bout
(in foil or épée) and perpendicular to the plane of the flexibility af18 1.Beginning the bout

the blade in saber. The

The weapon must be used with one hand only; a fencer may not movement made or initiated befotte h e word 0F
change hads until the end of the bout, unless the Referee gives  counted.

start of the bout is sig
e

special permission in the case of injury to the hand or arm. 2. Stopping the bout

2. Coming on guard The

bout stops

on the word 6H:

. . . events occurring which modify the regular and normal
t.17 The fencer whose number is called first should place himself on the  congitions of the bout (cf. also t.32).

right of the Referee, except in the case obattbetween a rightand

a lefthander, if the lefhander is called first. As

soon as the

or de rmpétitdrantay 6 h
not start a new action; only the movement which has been

The Referee places each of the two competitors in such a way that the begun before the order was given remains valid. Everything

front foot of each is 2 meters from the centre line of the strip (that is, which takes place afterwards is entirely na@iid (But cf.
behindgule ddohi nes) . t.32).
Compétitors are always put on guard, whether at the beginning of the ! f competitor stops before

bout or subsequently, in the centre of the width of the strip. When  the touch is valid.

placed on guard during the bout, the distance between the two Th e

order O6Hal't

6 is also givel

is dangerous, confused, or contrary to the Rules, if one of the

September 2008 Edition United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition
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competitors is disarmed or leaves the strip, or if, while retreating, he specified for offences of the™Igroup (cf. also t.49, t.72)

approaches too near the speattar the Referee (cf. t.28, t.55/6 and and the touch will be awarded by the referee.
t.73/)). During the bout, the fencer must not, under any circumstances,
3. Leaving the strip take hold of any part of the electrical equipment with the-non

The Referee may not allow a fencer to leave the strip, save in  sword hand (cf. t.114, t.116, t.120); any touch scored by the
exceptional circumstances. If a competitor does so without fencer at faultis annulled.

permission he is liable to incur the penalties enumerated iolest t.23 If during a bout the Referee noticdmat one of the fencers is
t.114, t.116, t.120). making use of the nesword arm and/or hand, or is protecting
or covering the valid target with a nealid surface, the
Referee can call for the help of two neutral judges who will be
designated by th&echnical Directory Thesejudges, one on
each side of the strip, will watch all aspects of the bout and
will indicate, by raising their hand or when asked by the

4. Fencing at close quarters

t.19 Fencing at close quarters is allowed so long as the competitors can
wield their weapons correctly and the Referee can, in foil and saber,
follow the phrase.

5. Corps a corps Referee, if the nosword arm or hand has been used, or if the
.20 Corps & corpssi said to exist when the two competitors are in  fencer has protected or covered the valid target witlora n

contact; when this occurs the Referee must stop the bout (cf. t.25, Valid surface (cf. t.49, t.114, t.116, t.120).

t.63). The Referee may also make the fencers change places so that

In foil and saber it is forbidden for a fencer to cause corps & corps  the fencer committing this fault does not have his back to the

(even without brutality or violence). Should such an offenasugc Referee.

the Referee will penalize the fencer at fault as specified in Articles g Ground gained or lost
t.114, t.116, t.120 and any touch scored by the fencer at faultt_l§4 When the order 6 Ha Idtistheld wtil ay i v e

annulied. touch has been given. When competitors are replaced on

In all three weapons it is forbidden for a fencer to cause corps &  guard, each fencer should retreat an equal distance in order to
corps intentionally to avoid beinguched, or to jostle the opponent. keep fencing distance (cf. t.17).

Should such an offence occur, the Referee will penalize the fence{ gg
fault as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120 and any touch scoré
by the fencer at fault is annulled.

However, if the bout has been stopped on account of corps a
corps, the fencergareplaced on guard in such a position that
the competitor who has sustained the corps a corps is at the

6. Displacing the target and passing the qmnent place which he previously occupied; this also applies if his
t21 Displacing the target and ducking are allowed even if during the ~ Opponent has subjected him to a fleche attack, even without

action the unarmed hand comes into contact with the strip. corps a corps.

It is forbidden to turn one6s b a8 Krosesinghelimesdithestnpponent during t|

Should such an offence occur, the Referee witigtiee the fencer at (a) Stopping the bout

fault as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120 and any touch scored ] ]

by the fencer at fault is annulled. t26  When a competitor crosses one of the lateral boundaries of

When a fencer goes past his opponent during a bout, the Referee thz sltrllp W't,h ﬁnelort b9th feet, the referee must immediately

mu s t i mmedi ately calll 6Halto and repPa@e Yhe competitors in

positions which they occupied before the passing took place. If the fencer goes off the strip with both feet, the referee must

When touches are made as a fencer passes his opponent, the touch annu everything that has occurred after the boundary has
made immediately is valid; a touch made after passing his opponent  been crossed, except a touch received by the competitor who

by the competitor who has made the passing movement is ahnulle has crossed the boundary even after he has crossed it,
but the touch made immediately, even when turning round, by the ~ provided that this touch results from a simple and immediate
competitor who has been subjected to the offensive action, is valid. action. However, a toucstored by the fencer who leaves the

strip with one foot only is valid provided that the action was

If during a bout a fencer who has made a fleche attack has a touch < .
started before the O6Halt 6.

registered against him and he continues to run beylaextreme

limit of the strip sufficiently far to cause his reel or the connecting If one of the competitors leaves the strip with both feet, only a
line to his reel to be torn out, the touch which he has received will touch made by the fencer who remains on the strip with at
not be annulled (cf. t.103). leastone foot can be counted valid, even in the case of a

7. Substitution and use of the norsword hand and arm double touch.

t.22 The use oftte nonsword hand and arm to carry out an offensive or

defensive actio is forbidden (cf. t.114, t.117.120). Should such an (b) Rear limits
offence occur, the touch scored by the fencer at fault is anraniiéd {27 Should a competitor cross the rear limit of the strip completely
the latter will be penalized as specified for offenceshef second 8 i.e. with both fee a touch will be scored against him/her.

group (red card)

In foil and saber, it is forbiddeto protect the target area or to

substitute another part of the body for the target area, either 188 A competibr who crosses one of the lateral boundaries of the
covering or by an abnormal movement (cf. t.114, t.116, t.120); any  strip with one or both feet is penalized. When the competitors
touch scored by the fencat fault is annulled. are replaced on guard, the opponent of the competitor who has

- If, during the fencing phrase, there is protection or substitution of ~ crossed the lateral boundary will step forward one meter from

a valid surface, the fencer at fault will be penalized as specified  the position he ccupied when his opponent left the strip; the
for offences of the Lgroup (cf. also .49, 1.72) competitor who is penalized must retreat in order to resume the

correct fencing distance.

(c) Lateral boundaries

- If, during the fencing phrase, as a resolt protection or
substitution of a valid surface, a touch correctly given is

registered as not valid, the fencer at fault will be penalized as If the exercise of this penalty places a competitor with both feet

beyond the rear limit of the strip, that competi®considered
as having been touched.
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A competitor who crosses one of the lateral boundaries of the strip CHAPTER 6. REFEREEING AND JUDGING OF
with one or both feet e.g. when making a flechieto avoid being TOUCHES

touched will be penalized as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120. ) N )
t.34 By accepting a position as referee or judge, thesgn so

designated pledges his honor to respect the rules and to cause
them to be respected, and to carry out his duties with the
.29 A competitor who unintentionally crosses one of the boundaries of  Strictest impartiality and absolute concentration.

the strip as the result of amgcidental causésuch as jostling) incurs

(d) Leaving the strip accidentally

no penalty whatever. Referees may not combine their function with any other
activity during tke tournament, such as member of the
10. Duration of the bout Technical Directory team captain, official delegate of their

t.30 Duration of the bout is held toean theeffective durationthat is the national federation, trainer, efc.

tot al of the intervals of time between the orders 6Fenced and
The duration of the bout is registered by the Referee or by a time 1. The Referee

keeper. For the finals of all official competitions, as well as for all . . . .
bouts for which a chronometer is visible to the spectators, tHe3® All bouts in fencing are directed by a Referee who must be in

chronometer must be so placed that it is visible to the two fencers on possession of an up-date U.S or mte_ratlonal refereeing
the strip and to the Referee. license. For reasons of expedience, National category Referees

The effective duration of a bout is: who are candidates for the FIE refereeing exams are authorized

) ) to referee Junior World Cup competitions.
0 For pools, 5 touches, maximum 3 minutes

0 For direct elimhation bouts, 15 touches, maximum 9 minutes The Referee has many duties.
divided into 3 periods of 3 mi‘lrhéJFEeFerséé' with one minutebds pau
between any two periods. :

0 For team matches, 3 minutes for eashndor bout

t.31 The fencers may ask how much time they have left to fence each time
that the fencing is interrupted.
Any fencer who attempts improperly to cause or to prolong  (C) before each bout he must check the weapons, clothes and
interruptions to the bout is penalized as specified in Articles t.114, equipment of the fencers, according to the regulations
£.116, 1.120. described below.

(d) superintends the proper functioning of the electrical
apparatus. Eir on his own initiative or when asked to do
so by a team captain or competitor, he implements tests
necessary to verify the apparatus and locate any faults
which may be found. He will prevent the competitors from

(a) calls the roll ofthe competitors (cf. t.86).
(b) directs the bout.

t.32 At the expiration of the regulation fencing time, if the clock is linked
to the scoring apparatus (obligatory standard for finals of official FIE
competitions), it must set off automatically a loud audible signal, and
automatically cut off the scoring apparatus, without cancelling

touches registered before the disconnection.bihe stops with the hinderi h b lugai hi hoi
audible signal. indering the tests by unplugging or chig their

If the clock is not linked to the scoring apparatus, the -tieeper egwpmehnt gtdthe wrpng moment,

must shout 6Haltd (or operate a Ehdireftg thegly %eﬁ,arﬁk%epewﬁti:orcerﬁ,etg.tOps t he
this case, even a 6coup |l anc®d i §) nesitions khigselfjagd moves in such a way as to be able to
Should there be a failure of theock or an error by the tirdeeeper, follow the bout while always being able to see the

the Referee must estimate how much fencing time is left. llumination of the signal lamps.

L . . enalizesdults (cf. t.96).
11.Injuries or cramps, withdrawal of a competitor @ p ( )

. . . (h) awards the touches (cf. t.40ss).
t.33 For aninjury or cramp which occurs in the course of a bout and . o
which is properly attested by the delegatk the FIE Medical (!) maintains order (Cf_' t'96)_'
Comnmittee or by the doctor on duty, the Referee will allow a break () whenever he considers it necessary, he should consult the
in the bout lasting no longer than 10 minutes. This break should be experts concerning the electrical apparatus (cf. 0.7).
timed from the point when the doctor gave his opinion and be strictly 2 judges
reserved for the treatment ofethinjury or crampwhich brought it 36
about. If the doctor considers, before or at the end of thmitOte
break, that the fencer is incapable of continuing the bout, the fencer

must withdraw (individual events) and/or be replaced, if possible unarmed hand or arm, substitution of the valid target, touches

(team eventsicf. _0'44)' scored on the floor in épée, leaving the striph® side or the
During the remainder of the same day, a fencer cannot be allowed a rear or any other offence defined in the Rules (cf. t.120).

further break unless as a result of a different injury or cramp The judges are obligatory for all individual competition finals
Should a fencer demand a break which is deemed by the delegate of (whether of 4 or 8 fencers) and for the final (2 teams) of team
the Medical Committee or by the doctor on dtdybe unjustified, events.

the Referee will penalize that fencer as specified in Articles t.114,
t.117, t.120.

In team events a fencer judged unable to continue the event by the
doctor may, nevertheless, on the advice of the same doctor, fence in after eachperiod in direct elimination bouts and after each

subsequer?t matgb on the same Qay. ] ] bout in team matches, so as not to watch the same fencer the
The Technical Directorymay modify the order of bouts in a pool in whole time

order to ensure the efficient running of the competition (cf. 0.16).

The Referee fulfils his/her functionwith the aid of an
apparatus for the automatic registering of touches; he/she may
also be assisted by two judges watching for the use of the

The judges are placed on each side of theiRef on either
side of the strip; they watch all aspects of the entire bout.

The judges must change ends halfway through each bout or

3. Attribution of referees
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t.37

.38

September 2008 Edition

1. Olympic Games and World Championships
(a) Individual competitions

t.39

For the rounds of pools and the direct elimination table, the

Refereeing Delages seledhereferees bylrawinglots.

For the pools, theeferee must be of a different nationality from that

of any of the fencers in the pool.

For thedirect elimination table at each weaporthe Refereeing
Delagatesestablish among the referees preseatlist of the best
refereedn each weapofaccording ® the grades obtained during the

season). For each quarter of the table, 4 referees are assigned by

t.40

drawing lots from among at least 7 to 8 referees, to referee the bouts

in the order of the table. They must be of a different nationality fro

m

that of any 6the fencers participating in that quarter of the table. As
the table progresses, the referees will be switched around in a

sequence established beforehand.

At the end of each round, the Refereeibgjagetescanwithdraw a
referee whose performance wast satisfactory. This decision must

be taken by the majority of the Refereeing Delagates prese

However, a refereenay not be changedluring a bout except in
exceptional circumstances. In such a case the decisitioh must
be well founded, musdhbe taken by the majority of th Refereeing
Delagetes presefthis rule is equally valid for team competitions).

For the finalof 4, the RefereeingDelagatesjmmediately after the

hitt

t.42

end of the direct elimination tables, select 4 referees by lot from
among at lest 7 to 8 referees, who must be of a different nationality

from any of the fencers. 10 minutes before the fitted Refereeing

Delagates will draw lots to assign the referees for all the bouts at the

same time, in the following order'semifinal, 2" semifinal, final,
and 3 place (Olympic Games).

The drawing of lots is done with the help of a computer for the pools
and up to the direct elimination table of 64 and by hand from the

direct elimination table of 64 onwards
(b) Team competitions

The same rules as those in article t.37, paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6, are

applied to the team competitions, with two referees per match

United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition

2. World Cup Competitions

The Technical Directory assisted for finals by the Official
Observer of the FIE, appli¢ise rules described in Articles t.37
and t.38, above.

4. Method of judging touches

(a) Materiality of the touch

The materiality of the touch is established according to the
indications of the apparatus, and when necessary by consulting
the judges (cft.36).

Only the indications of the electrical apparatus as indicated by
its own lamps or by the extension lamps can be taken into
consideration for judging touches. Under no circumstances can
the Referee declare a competitor to be touched unless the
touchhas been properly registered by the apparatus (except as
provided for in Articles t.49, 0.17, 0.24 or when a penalty
touch has been awarded).

On the other hand, the Referee should, in the cases enumerated
for each weapon, annul a touch registerethleyapparatus (cf.
t.563ss, t.66ss, t.73).

(b) Validity or priority of the touch

As soon as the bout has stopped, the Referee reconstructs
briefly the movements which composed the last fencing
phrase.

For finals, the Referee may make use of a telenisionitor to
check on his decision should he be uncertain.

After reaching his decision regarding the materiality of a
touch, the Referee, by applying the rules, decides against
which fencer a touch is to be awarded, whether both are
touched (épée) or ihere is no valid touch (cf. t.55ss, t.64ss,
t.74ss).

The Referee would use the following signals (see Figaite 3

pp. 15-16).

14



September 2008 Edition

Hand Signals for USFA Referees

On Guard! Ready? Fence!

Halt! Point in Line!

Attack! Touch against Left! Point for Right!

Off Target! Parny!

Figure 3a. Referee Hand Signals

United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition
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Hand Signals for USFA Referees

Double Touch! Point for Each Fencer!

4+ %

Simultaneous Attack!

-+

Ho Touch!

&

Ho! Preparation!

'

Yellow Card: Warning
Red Card: 1 Touch Aganst
Black Card: Exclusion

Notes

15t The Referee calls the action and give the hand gestures at the same time.

2nd The Referes should refrain from excessive verbage, Use only the appropriate phrase with the
gesture 1e. Attack from Left! Parry! Reposte! Touch agaimst Fight! Pomt for Left!

3rd After the action 15 called, the fencers may ask the referee to restate the analysis of the phrase.
4th Each gesture should last for 1-2 seconds; be expressive and correct in their execution.

Figure 3b. Referee Hand Signals
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e oot o ot Y 1S, cqupment whih ol alow . person of the.sip o
. y i commuricate with the fencer during the bout.
verify that (cf.t.35): o . .
5 i . In épée he will check the total travel and the residual travel of
in all weapons, the FIE guarantee label is present on the the pointe doarret:
fencersd equi pkee(Bdae thé dSFAotei n g, ma ' " )
below) He will chegk the total travel by inserting a gauge
0 in foil, the conductive jacket conforms to the provision of measuring L.s mm betwee n t he
Articlé m.28 when each competitor is standing upright, is and the fip. This guge, provided by the Organizing
) . L ' Committee, may have a tolerance of £ 0.05 mm, i.e. from
on guard and is in the lunge position; 1.45 mm to 1.55 mm
3 Ir?ote?(g)e,srg:](fotrﬂa;egjrlf;?em ;ﬂctnghfoﬂgteﬁli?(?r Iiss Tvgg(reingaz 8 He will chec!< the residual travel by inserting a gauge
jacket conforming to the régulationS' measuring 0.5 mm b etween t he
! T ! . and the tip. The apparatus shibuiot register when the
0 in saber, the conductive jacket conforms to the provision of point is depressed. This gauge, provided by the Organizing
Article m.34 when each competitor is standing upright, is Committee, may have a tolerance of + 0.05 mm, i.e. from
on guard and is in the lunge position; 0.45 mm to 0.55 mm.
8 in all three weapons, each fencer is wearing, under his For details of the weight used for the check, see Part 1,
jacket, a regulation protective uneg@astron, made of Chapter 1 of the Material Rules.
EISI?W\;Vh'Ch can resist 800 Newtor(Siee the USFA note At the beginning of the bout, the Referee will place the reserve
) i . . equipment that has been checked near the appropriate end of
0 in all three weapons, that the fencer is not equipped with the strip for the fencer concerned.
any electronic communicatiorquipment which would
allow a person off the strip to communicate with the
fencer during the bout 6. Non-regulation equipment
In pools, this checking must be done at the roll call of the  t.45 In whatever circumstances a fencer on the strip is found to be
fencers. For bouts in the direct elimination and the finals this in possession of equipment which is negulation or
checking must be done in thesambly area. defective, this equipment will be immediately confiscated and
The organizers of all official FIE competitions (junior and submitted to the experts on duty for examination (cf.m.8, m.9,
senior) must make provision in their sgt for an assembly m.12, m.13, m.16, m.17, m.23).
area. . . . .
. . s . The equipment in question will only be returnecdtthie owner
For bouts in the direct elimination and the finals of the World after the measures necessitated by this examination have been
Championships an.d. the Olympic Game§, and for fm&_ls 0 completed and, if appropriate, after the payment of any
World Cup competitions, the two fencers in each bout V‘_"” g0 expenses for repairs. The equipment must be rechecked before
to the material checking zone, located near the strip, 30 it is used again.
minutes before they are due on the strip. Their equipment will
be checked under the responsibility of the SEMI (or the 1.1f a fencer appears on the strip:
designated expefor finals of World Cup competitions). If any
anomaly is identified the equipment at fault will be changed at d with only one regulation weapon conforming with the
once, without any penalty being applied. The SEMI delegate Rules (cf. t.86); or
will hand over the bodycords, the masks and the weapons that 0 with only one regulation bodycord; or
have been checked to tfReferee for the bout. Ten minutes 0 with a weapon or a bodycord which does not work or
before they are due on the strip the fencers will report to the which does not conform with the Rules; or
Referee designated for their bout. The Referee will hand over a d without his protective undeglastron (cf. t.44 abovepr
bodycord to each of the fencers in the access zone for the strip. & with a conductive jacket which does not fully cover the
He will check that the fermrs are wearing regulation uneer valid target;or
jacket protection. The Referee and the fencers must stay 3 with clothing which does not conform with the Rules;
together in the access zone until they go on the strip. One the Referee will apply the penalties according to Articles t.114
minute before they go on the strip the Referee will give a £116. 1.120 (first pply P 9 e
weapon to each fencer, for him to plug in hadcord. No : T (_|rs group). ) o )
check will be carried out on the strip prior to the bout. 2.When during a bout an #gularity is found in the
Competition organizers must organize a waiting area where the ggﬂltpment which could be caused by conditions during the
fencers can warrap during this checking procedure. )
t.44 In addition to the checks mentioned above, the Referee of a Examples.. ) . ) )
bout my at any time, on his own initiative or at the request of 0 conductive jacket with holes in which touches are
a fencer or of a team captain, carry out such checks, or verify registered as newalid, o
the checks already carried out or even carry out, or have 8 weapon or bodycord no longer functioning,
carried out, new checks (cf.t.35). 0 pressure of the spring in the pbtoo weak,
He will in any case, before each boutsere that the guarantee 0 the travel in the point no longer regulation,
label is present on the clothing, the blade and the mask of each the referee will apply neither warning nor penalty and any
fencer, and that the insulation of the wires inside the guard and touch scored with the equipment that has become defective will
the pressure of the spring in the point of foils and épées be awarded.
conform with the Rules. Checking the instibn of the wires
September 2008 Edition United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition 17

Regulation equipment and checking of equipment byhie
Referee

and the pressure of the spring will be repeated each time a
weapon is changeth all three weapons, he will check that the
fencer is not equipped with electronic communication



However, even during the course of a bout, any fencer whose
weapon, at the moment he presents himself on guard and ready
to fence, has a cunaf the bladewhich exceeds that permitted
(cf.m.8, m.16, m.2Bcommits an offence in the first group and
will be penalized in accordance with articles t.114, t.116 and
t.120.

3. If, when a fencer appears on the strip or during a bout, it is
established that the equipment used by the fencer:
(a) does not bear the marks applied at the preliminary check,
the Referee will:
& annul the last touch, if any, scored by the fencer at
fault;
8 penalize him as specified in Articles t.114, t.117, t.120.

(b) does not conform to the rules in a way not covered by the
preliminary check, the Referee will:

& penalize him as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

(c) has been passed by therelpminary check but is

fraudulent or

(d) bears the marks of the preliminary check which have been
imitated or transferred; or

(e) has been altered in any way to allow the recording of

touches or the nonfunctioning of the apparatus at will; or

(f) is equpped with electronic communication equipment
permitting a person off the strip to communicate with the

fencer during the bout; then, in cases (c), (d), (e) and (f)
above, the Referee must immediately confiscate the
equipment (weapon, bodycord and if nexzey the
conductive jacket, mask, etc) and have it examined by the
expert on duty.

After having obtained the opinion of the expert (a member of

the Committee for Electrical Apparatus and Equipment at the

fencing events at the Olympic Games and at World

Championships), who has established the facts (cf. m.33ss),

the Referee will apply the following sanctions, without

prejudice to the application of Article t.96d;

0 in cases (c), (d), (e) and (f), the Referee will penalize him
as specified for offences of thahdgroup (cf. articles
t.114, t.119, t.120).

While awaiting the decision of the Referee that bwilt be

suspended but the other bouts in the pool may continue.

4. Every fencer must appear on the strip with clothing
conforming to the rules as follows:

- Name and nationality, in accordance with the rules, on the
back of the jacket (application in all FIE competitions, at all
stages of the competitions)

- Wearing his national clothing (cf. m.25.3) application as
follows:

a) Open, Junior and Cadet World Chaomships, all bouts,
whether in a pool, in the direct elimination or during a team
match;

In case of wlation of this rule:

For the competitions mentioned in items a) and c) above, the
referee shall eliminate the fencer at fault, and he will not be
allowed to participate further in the event.

For the competitions mentioned in item b) above, the referee
shdl penalize the fencer at fault with a Red card (Articles
t.114, t.117, t.120, 2nd group). The fencer at fault shall
however be allowed to remain on the strip and fence the bout
concerned.

The same penalty is also applied for the absence of name and
natiorality, in accordance with the rules, on the back of the
jacket at Junior World Cup competitions, at Individual Senior
World Cup competitions before the last 64, and at the Zonal
Championships.

5. If the conductive jacket does not conform to the rules, the
fencer must put on a spare jacket that does conform to the
rules. If this jacket does not have his name and nationality on
the back, the fencer has until the next staighe competition
(from the pools to the table of 64, the table of 32, etc) to get
his name and nationality printed on it. If this is not done and

except in cases of oO0force maj e

fencer and he cannot continue to participate in the
competition.

USFA Note:

In all three weapons, each fencer's last name must be
printed by hand or machine in capital letters between 8
and 15 cm high: either (1) on the back of the uniform or
lame between the shoulders; (2) on the front or side of
the thigh of the "rear" leg; o€3) on a piece of fabric or
lame material that is firmly sewn to the uniform in such
a way that it will not detach during fencing or catch the
opponent's point. Fabric attached to the uniform must
be the same color as the part of the uniform to which it i
attached. Conductive materials must be attached in
such a way as to not alter the conductivity of the metallic
vest or jacket. NAMES PRINTED ON TAPE ARE NOT
ACCEPTABLE.

The use of an FIE homologated uniform and mask is not
required for USFA competitien However:

The protective plastron must:
1 have at least two layers;

2 include a sleeve down to the elbow without opening
or seam in the region of the armpit; and

3. ensure the best possible protection. It may be fixed
to the jacket without being entirely seimn
4. it does not need to be constructed of 800 Newton

b) Individual senior World Cup competitions, all direct material.
elimination bouts from the 64 onwards;
¢) World Cup team competitions, all bouts in every match.
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Figure 4. Valid target in foil

I. MATERIALITY OF THE TOUCH

PART 2. FOIL t.51 Only the indications of the scoring apparatus can be taken into
consideration for judging the materiality of touché&he
THE CONVENTIONS OF FENCING Refereecannotdeclare a competitor to be touched unless the
touch has been properly registered by the apparatus (except as
A. METHOD OF MAKING A TOUCH provided for in Articles t.49, or when a penalty touch has been
. ) ) ) . awarded).
t.46  The foil is a thrusting weapamnly. Offensive actions with . . .
this weapon are made therefore with the point and with the 52 When using thg apparatus it should be noted that: .
point only. (a) If a nonvalid touch has been scored, the apparatus will
not register a subsequent valid touch scored on the same
Pushing or letting drag the point of the electric weapon on the side of the apparatus.
electric strip is forbidden during the actual bout (between (b) The apparatus does not indicate whether there is any
O0Fenced and HReldantdftheweapdhloraticei ng t priority in time between two or more touches which it
strip at any time to straighten it is also forbidden. registers simuétneously.
II. ANNULMENT OF A TOUCH
B. TARGET . . .
. t.53 1.The Referee will disregard touches which are registered as a
1. Limitation of the target result of actions:
t.47 In foil, only touches which arrive on the target are counted as dstarted before the word 0Fe
valid. (cf. £.18);
The target in foil excludes the limbasnd the head. It is d which are made on any object other than the opponent
confined to the trunk, the upper limit being the collar up to 6 or his equipment (cf. t.41).
cm above the prominences of_the collar bones; at the sides to A competitor who intentionally causes the apparatus to
the seams of the sleeve_s, _whlch s_hould cross @he head of the register a touch by placing his point on the ground or on
humerus; _ar_ld_ the lower limit foIIowmg a horizahline across any surface other than that of his opponent will be
the back joining the tops of the hip bones, then by straight penalized as specified in Articles t.114, #11.120.
lines to the junction of the lines of the groin (see Figure 4, ; . .
above). Fencers e forbidden to plac_e a nonsul_ated_ part of t_helr
weapon in contact with their conductive jacket with the
2. Touches off the target intention of jamming the electrical apparatus and thus
t.48 A touch which is made on a part of the body other than the avoiding being touched.
target (whethedirectly or as a result of a parry) is not counted The penalty for committing such an offence is specified in
as a valid touch, but it stops the phrase and therefore annuls all Articles t114, t.116, t.120. Any touch scored by the fencer
touches which are scored thereafter (but cf. t.49). at fault is annulled.
3. Extension of the valid target t.54 2. The Referee must, on the other hand, take into account
.49 However, touches which arrive off the targe¢ @ounted as possible failures of the electrical equipment, in particular:
valid whenever, by reason of an abnormal position, the fencer (a) He must annul a touch which he has just awarded as a
has substituted this neralid target for the valid target. The result of a touch signalled as on the valid target
Referee may question the judges about this, but he alone must (coloured lamp) if he establishes, by tests made under
decide whether the touch is valid or not. his personal supervision, before the bout has
effectively recommenced ('t
C. JUDGING OF TOUCHES IN FOIL without any of the equipment in use having been
t.50 Foil competitions are scored with an electrical scoring changedcf. t.35/d):
apparatus. deither that a touch regis
competitor against whom the touch has been
September 2008 Edition United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition 19



September 2008 Edition

awarded can be made without there being in fact a
valid touch;

dor thatvahi dddhohouch made

against whom the touch was aded is not
registered by the apparatus;

6 or that a O6validdé touch
whom the touch was awarded does not cause any
touch either valid or nomalid to be registered;

0 or that the registration of touches made by the
competitor agaist whom the touch was awarded
does not remain recorded on the apparatus.

(b) On the other hand, when the Referee has decided that a

touch made by a competitor has priority, this touch
shall not be annulled if subsequently it is found that a
valid touch mad by the opponent is registered as-non
valid or that the weapon of the fencer against whom the
touch was awarded is permanently registering a non
valid touch.

I f a fencerds equi pment
provisions of Articles m.27 and m.28, a tounhde off
the target which is registered by the apparatus as valid
will not be annulled.

. The Referee must also apply the following rules:

(@) Only the last touch made before the fault was
established can be annulled.

(b) A competitor who makes any moidition in or who
changes his equipment without being asked by the
Referee to do so, before the Referee has given his
decision, loses all right to the annulment of the touch
(cf. t.35/d).

(c) If the bout has effectively recommenced, a competitor
cannot clan the annulment of a touch awarded against
him before the said recommencement of the bout.

(d) The location of a fault found in the equipment
(including the equipment of the competitors) is of no
importance for this pasble annulment.

(e) It is not necesary that the failure found should repeat
itself each time a test is made; but it is essential that the
fault should be manifested to the Referee without the
possibility of doubt at least once during the tests made
by him or under his supervision.

(f) When a competitor against whom a touch has been
registered has broken his blade, the touch must be
annulled unless the breaking of the blade has occurred
clearly after the touch has been registered.

(g) The Referee must pay particular attention to touches
which are not registered or which are registered
abnormally. Should such defects be repeated, the
Referee must ask a member of the Coreeitfor
Electrical Apparatus and Equipment or an expert
technician on duty to verify that the equipment
conforms to the Rles.

The Referee must ensure that nothing is altered in the

competitords equi pment or

apparatus before the expert carries out his check.

4. Whenever accidental causes make it impossible to carry out

tests, the touch will beonsidered doubtful and annulled.

5.1f touches are registered simultaneously on both sides of the

apparatus, and the Referee cannot establish the priority
with certainty, he must replace the competitors on guard.

6.In accordance with the general rule$ (c18) the Referee

must stop the bout, even if no touch is registered by the

apparatus, whenever fencing becomes confused and he is

no longer able to analyze the phrase.

7.The Referee should also supervise the state of the
conductive strip; he must natlow the bout to commence
by Prioecontngerif ghe gonductive strip has holes in it which
might affect the proper registering of touches. (The
organizers must make the necessary arrangements to ensure
ma d e N @Pid fepalr or replacemeny of the cangugtive strip.)
Ill. VALIDITY OR PRIORITY OF THE TOUCH

1. Preface

t.55 The Referealonedecides as to the validity or the priority of
the touch by applying the following basic rules which are the
conventions applicable to foil fencing.

2. Respect of the fencing phrae

t.56 (a) Every attack, that is every initial offensive action, which is
correctly executed must be parried or completely avoided
and the phrase must be followed throwghthat is to say,
coordinated (cf. t.7).

In order to judge the correctness of atack the following

does poiots musthe nohsidered: t o t he

1. The simple attack, direct or indirect (cf. t.8), is correctly
executed when the extending of the arm, the point
threatening the valid target, precedes the initiation of
the lunge or the fléche.

2. The compond attack (cf. t.8) is correctly executed
when the arm is extending in the presentation of the
first feint, with the point threatening the valid target,
and the arm is not bent between the successive actions
of the attack and the initiation of the lunge thie
fleche.

3. The attack with a advandenge or a advaneiéche is
correctly executed when the extending of the arm
precedes the end of the step forward and the initiation
of the lunge or the fléche.

4. Actions, simple or compound, steps or feintschhare
executed with a bent arm, are not considered as attacks
but as preparations, laying themselves open to the
initiation of the offensive or defensive/offensive action
of the opponent (cf. t.8).

To judge the priority of an attack when analysing the

fencing phrase, it should be noted that:

51 f the attack is initiated
in lined6 (cf. t.10), it m
direct thrust, or by a disengage, or by a-@wtr, or
may even be preceded by a beat or successhikfe
obliging the opponent to parry.

6.1 f the attack is initiated
Il ined (cf. t.10), the att
opponentds bl ade. Referees
grazing of the blades is not ctidered as suffieint to
defl ect the opponentds bl ac

7. If the attacker, when attempting to deflect the
opponent és bl ade, fails toc
right of attack passes to the opponent.

n t h e GPRiuPYs steps forwapd gwithsthe degs 3’0?58"% ¢ne

anotler, constitute a preparation and on this
preparation any simple attack has priority.

t.57 (b) The parry gives the right to riposte: the simple riposte may
be direct or indirect, but to annul any subsequent action by
the attacker, it must be executed imnageliy, without
indecision or delay.

t.58 (c) When a compound attack is made, if the opponent finds
the blade during one of the feints, he has the right to
riposte.

t.59 (d) When compound attacks are made, the opponent has the
right to stop hit; but to bealid, the stop hit must precede
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the conclusion of the attack by an interval of fencing time;
that is to say that the stop hit must arrive before the
attacker has begun the final movement of the attack.

3. Judging of touches

The Referee should apptize following basic conventions of
foil fencing.

When during a phrase, both fencers touch at the same time,
there is either aimultaneous actioor adouble touch

The first of these conditions is due to simultaneous conception
and execution of an attadky both fencers; in this case the
touches exchanged are annulled for both fencers even if one of
them has been touched off the target.

The double touch, on the other hand, is the result of a faulty
action on the part of one of the fencers.

Therefore, wherthere is not a period of fencing time between
the touches:

1. Only the fencer who is attacked is counted as touched

(@) If he initiates his attack when his opponent has his
point in line (cf. t.10) without deflecting the
opponentés weapon. Referee:
grazing of the blades is not considered as sufficient to
defect the opponentédés bl ade

(b) If he attempts to find the blade, does not succeed (is the
object of a dérobement) and continues the attack.

(c) If, during a compound attack, his opponent finds the
blade, but he continues the attack and his opponent
ripostesmmediately.

(d) If, during a compound attack, he makes a momentary
pause, during which time the opponent makes a stop
hit, after which the attacker continues his attack.

(e) If, during a compound attack, he is stoip in time
before he begins his finalouement.

(f) If he makes a touch by a remise, redoublement or
reprise when his original attack has been parried and
his opponent has made a riposte which is immediate,

@1 f he makes a stop hit on his opaii'%p}?ear?q grecuted; i rﬁpggerio‘gtoftfgngi@g.time

(b) If, instead of parrying, he attempts to avoid the touch
and does not sucagén so doing.

(c) If, after making a successful parry, he makes a
momentary pause which gives his opponent the right to
renew the attack (redoulfent, remise or reprise).

(d) If, during a compound attack, he makes a stop hit
without being in time.

(e) If , having his 6point in
subjected to a beat or a taking of the blade (prise de
fer) which deflects his blade, he attacks or places his
point in line again instead of parrying a direct attack
made by his opponent.

2. Only the fener who attacks is counted as touched

out withdrawing the arm.

3. The Referee must replace the competitors on gueadh
time that there is a double touch and he is unable to judge
clearly on which side the fault lies.

One of the most difficult cases to judge arises when a stop
hit is made and there is doubt as to whethevas made
sufficiently in time in relation to the final movement of a
compound attack. Generally, in such cases, the double

i ne @ucH dedurs thréughltft Yault dMpbth fdh&is Bddcerned,

which justifies the Referee replacing them on guard. (The
fault of the atteker consists of indecision, slowness of

execution or the making of feints which are not sufficiently

effective. The fault of the defender lies in delay or slowness
in making the stop hit.)
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Figure 5.Valid target in épée

PART 3. EPEE

THE CONVENTI ONS OF FENCING
.65
A. METHOD OF MAKING A TOUCH
t.61 The épée is a thrusting weapon only. Attacks with this weapon are
therefore made with the point, and with the point only.

Pushing or letting the point of the electric weapon drag on the

When both competitors are touched, and the apparatus
registers both these touches as valid, theredeuble touch
that is to say a touch is scored for each competitor.

1. Basic principle

Only the indications of the electrical scoring apparaars fwe
taken into consideration for judging the materiality of touches.
The Refereeannotdeclare a competitor to be touched unless
the touch has been properly registered by the apparatus (except
when a penalty touch has been awarded).

2. The annulment oftouches

electric stripisfop i dden during the actueell Ik arbving 4 bi€ judyener, the Refdree avl disregard

and O6Halté). Placing the point
to straighten it is also forbidden.

Any breaking of this rule will be penalized according to Articles
t.114,1.116, t.120.

B. THE TARGET

t62 I n ®p®e the target includes the
his clothing and equipment.
Thus any point which arrives counts as a touch whatever part of the
body (trunk, limbs or head), the clothing or the equipment it touches
(see Figure 5, [26).

C. CORPS A CORPS AND FLECHE ATTACKS 67

t.63 In épée, a fencer who either by a fléeche attack or by advancing
vigorously brings about a corps a corps even several times in
succession (without brutality or violence) does not transgress the
basic convenbns of fencing and commits no fault thereby (cf. t.20,
t.25).

A fencer who intentionally causes corps a corps to avoid being
touched or who jostles his opponent is penalized according to
Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

o f toucHe£whivheare Pegidlere@ 4k a fedulfof aetforisi P at

0 started before the word OFe
(cf. 1.18);

0 caused by the meeting of the points of the épéeyg ar b
touch made on the ground where it is not insulated;

o0 or which are made on any object other than the

W h @ppénent ihcludiry Bis ebliphén€Er. 836, to7Rd Y i N

Any competitor who, intentionally, causes the apparatus to

register a touch by placing his pbion any surface other

than that of his opponent, will be penalized as specified in

Articles t.114, t.17, t.120.

2. The Referee must take note of possible failures of the
electrical equipment and must annul the last touch
registered in the followingircumstances:

(a) If a touch made on the guard of the competitor against
whom the touch was registered or on the conductive
strip causes the apparatus to register a touch;

(b) If a touch properly made by the competitor against
whom the touch was registeéredoes not cause the
apparatus to register a touch;

The 6fl "che endioagrpystemaripsal IryeEllhheggrargiys foftufously registers a touch on the
this article must not be confused w§de R thepcampgfifon againgtwhgmgthe tqueh; wasg,
which jostles the opponentd whi ch regisiered, igrexample, aftgerq begton the pladg, by

intentional brutality in all three weapons and is punished as such (cf.
t.87, 1.120).

Ontheot her hand the o6fl che which
past the opponent 6, and without
Referee should not call 6Hal t o
possible riposte; if, when making such a running fleche owith
touching his oponent, the fencer who makes the fleche crosses the
lateral boundaries of the strip, he must be punished as laid down in
Article t.28.

D. JUDGING OF TOUCHES IN EPEE
t.64 Epée competitions are judged with an electrical scoring apparatus.

any movements of his opponent, or assuft of any
cause other than a properly made touch;

i &) 'Haedr%g'StB”?g o @ feyrh magle by dhe gampegityyj 1,
a c%?“‘%é"’hom he tBUrC?"‘éas_r?9§ter%ddsta””¥‘”6dr ba d
t o oSubseguent touch made gyhig gpponepty ¢ ¢ o an
(e) Special cases
o8 If a double touch is registereahd one touch is
valid and the other is not valid (such as a touch
made on some surface other than on the opponent
(cf. t.66) or a touch made after leaving the strip (cf.
.26ss), only the valid touch is scored.
& If a double touch is registered by an btithed
touch and a doubtful touch (failure of the electrical
apparatus) the fencer who has made the established
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touch may choose to accept the double touch or ask to conductive strip has holes in it which might affect the

have it annulled. proper registering of touches or cause accidents. (The
t.68 3. The Referee must also apply the following rules regarding the organizers must make the necessary arrangements to ensure
annulment of touches: the rapid repaior replacement of the conductive strips.)

(a) Only the last touch which precedes the establishment of the
failure of the apparatus may be annulled and then only if it is
the competitor against whom the touch was registered who is
placed at a disadvantage by the failure.

(b) The failure must be determined by tests made immediately
after the bout was stopped, under the supervision of the
Referee and without changing anything whatever of the
equipment in use.

(c) With these tests, one is trying only to establish whether there
is material possibility of a mistake in the judgement as a
result of a fault. The location of this fault in the electrical
equipment, ioluding that of either of the fencers, is
unimportant in reaching a decision.

(d) A competitor who makes any modificatiam or changes his
equipment without being asked by the Referee to do so,
before a judgement is pronounced, loses his right to the
annulment of the touch (cf. t.35/d). Similarly after again
coming on guard and after the bout has effectively
recommenced aompetitor cannot claim the annulment of a
touch registered against him before the said recommencement
of the bout.

(e) It is not necessary, in order to justify the annulment of a
touch, that the failure found should repeat itself each time a
test is madeput it is essential that the fault should be
established by the Referee without the possibility of doubt at
least once.

(f) If the incidents mentioned in Article t.67 occur as a result of
the competitorod6s bodycord being unplugged (either near t he
hand or &the back of the fencer), they cannot justify the
annulment of the touch registered.

However, if the safety device prescribed by Article m.55/4 is
missing or not functioning, the touch should be annulled if
the plug at the fencedrsd back has become unplugg

(g) The fact that the épée of a competitor has large or small areas
of insulation formed by oxidation, by glue, paint or any other
material on the guard, on the blade or elsewhere, on which
his opponentds touches can cause a touch to be signalled,
that the electric tip is badly fixed to the end of the blade so
that it can be unscrewed or tightened by hand, cannot justify
the annulment of touches registered against that competitor.

(h) When a competitor against whom a touch has been registered
has bréen his blade, the touch must be annulled unless the
breaking of the blade has occurred clearly after the touch has
been registered.

(i) If a competitor tears the conductive strip by a touch made on
the ground and, at the same time, the apparatus registers
touch against his opponent, the touch must be annulled.

(1) Whenever, owing to some accidental cause, tests cannot be
made, the touch must be considered as doubtful and must be
annulled (but cf. t.67/e).

(k) The Referee must pay particular attentiortdoches which
are not registered or which are registered abnormally. Should
such defects be repeated, the Referee must ask the members
of the Committee for Electrical Apparatus and Equipment
present or an expert technician on duty to verify that the
equipnent conforms to the Rules.

The Referee must ensure that nothing is altered either in the

competitords equi pment or in the whole of the electrical
apparatus before the expert makes the check.

t.69 4. The Referee must supervise the condition of the condustiip;
he must not allow the bout to commence or to continue if the
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Figure 6.Valid target in saber

award a touch unless it has been properly registered by the

apparatus except for penaltyhouches He will disregard
PART 4. SABER toucheswhich are registered as a result of actictarted
THE CONVENTIONS OF FENCIN beforethe wordé F e n ¢ e 6thewordo difatl é 6 (cf . t
co ONS O CING However, the Referee must take into account any possible
A. METHOD OF MAKING A TOUCH malfunctions in the electrical equipment; in particular he must

. . . . . annul a touch he has just awarded in accordance with a signal
t.70 The saber is a weapon for thrusting and cutting with the cutting edge, o . .
the flatand the back of the blade. from the apparatus if it can be established, by tests carried out

. . under his attentive supervision, before the bout has effectively

(a) All touches made with the cutting edge, the flat or the back of e gtarted and with no changes having been made to the
the blade are counted as good (cuts and-bats. equipment (cf. t.35/d):
It is forbidden to score a touch with the guard. Any touches
scored with the guard must be annulled, thedemt fault being
penalized as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

(b) Point touches which slip over the valid target, or cuts which
merely brush the opponent ds

(c) Touches through the blade, that is to sayehwhich touch the
valid target and the saber of the opponent at the same time, are
valid whenever they arrive clearly on the target.

(d) Placing the point of the weapon on the strip at any time to
straighten it is forbidden. Any breaking of this rule wié
punished according to Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

0 that a touch made by the fencer judged to hbeen
touched does not cause the apparatus to register;

0 that a touch made by the fencer judged to have been
touched does not remain flxed on the aé)paratus

ta régtﬁai the s%nal oPa@ouch agalnst tﬁe fencer judgerc] & tnaveC 0

been touched can be produced eithi¢ghout there having

been in fact a valid touch, or by a touch on the weapon or

on a nonvalid surface.

If the saber of the fencer judged to have been touched does not
conform with Article m.24/4 and 24/6 (insulation of the
interior and exterior of the gud of the handle and of the
pommel), there will be no annulment, even if a touch on the
weapon causes a signal to register.

The Referee should also apply the following rules:

B. LIMITATION OF THE TARGET

t.71 Only touches which arrive on the target are counted as valid.
The target comprises any part of the body above a horizontal line .
drawn t?etween Ft)he top o)f/tﬁe foldsfed byythe thighs and by the (a) Only the last touch made before the fault was established

trunk of the fencer when in the @uard position (see Figure 6, can be anr.lulled; e .
above). (b) A competitor who makes any modification in or who

changes his equipment without being asked by the Referee
to do so, before the Referee has given his decision, loses
all right to the annulment of the touch (cf. t.35/d);

(c) If the bout has effectivelyecommenced, a competitor
cannot claim the annulment of a touch awarded against
him before the said recommencement of the bout;

t.72 A touch which arrives on a neralid part of the target is not counted
as a touch; it does not stop the fencing phrase and does not annul any
subsegent touches.

If a fencer substitutes a nalid part of the target for a valid part,

either by covering it or by any abnormal movement, the Referee must
penalize him by applying the penalties specified in Articles t.114,

t.116, t.120 and any touch scotteylthe fencer at fault is annulled. (d) The location of a fault in the equipment (including the
equipment of the competitors) has no bearing on whether

C. JUDGING OF TOUCHES IN SABER or not a toub should be annulled;

Sabre competitions are scored with an electrical scoring apparatus. (e) It is not necessary that a fault should repeat itself every

time a test is made; but it is essential that the fault should
8 MATERIALITY AND ANNULMENT OF TOUCHES be manifested to the Referee without the possibility of

t.73 To judget the materiality of the touch ortyuches registered by the doubt at least once during the tests made by hionder
scoring apparatus may be taken into accouftte referee cannot his supervision;
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(f) When a competitor against whom a touch has been registered has
broken his blade, the touch must be annulled unless the breaking
of the blade has occurred clearly after the touch has been
registered.

(g) The Referee must pay piatilar attention to touches which are
not registered or are registered abnormally. Should such defec#®
be repeated, the Referee must ask a member of the Committee
for Electrical Apparatus and Equipment, or an expert technician
on duty, to verify that theqgiipment conforms to the Rules.

(h) Whenever accidental causes make it impossible to carry out
tests, the touch will be considered doubtful and therefore
annulled;

(i) If there are signals on both sides of the apparatus, the Referee
will apply the rules inArticle t.80.

(i) In accordance with the general rules (cf. t.18) the Referee must
stop the bout, even if no touch is registered on the apparatus,
whenever the fencing becomes confused and he is no longer able
to analyse the phrase.

II. VALIDITY OR PRIORITY OF THE TOUCH

1. Preface

The Referee alone decides as to the validity or the priority of the
touch by applying the following basic rules which are the
conventions applicable to saber fencing.

2. Respect of the fencing phrase

(&) Any attak properly executed (cf. t.7) must be parried, or
completely avoided, and the phrase must be followed through.

(b) The attack is correctly carried out when the extending of the arm,
with the point or the cutting edge continuously threatening the
valid target, precedes the initiation of the lunge. t.79
1. An attack with a lunge is correctly carried out

0 in a simple attack(cf. t.8) when thebeginning of the
extending of the arm precedes the launching of the lunge
and the toucharrives at the latest when the ritofoot
touches the strip;

& in acompound attackcf. t.8) when the beginning of the
extending of the arm, on the first feint (cf. t.77), precedes
the launding of the lunge and the touch arrives at the
latest when the front foot touches ttep.

2. Anattack with a stefforward-lunge is correctly carried out

d in a simple attack(cf. t.8) when the beginning of the
extending of the arm precedes the stavard and when
the touch arrives at the latest when the front foot touches
the strip

d in acompound attack(cf. t.8) when the beginning of the
extending of the arm for the first feint (cf. t.77) precedes
the stepforward, followed by the lunge, and the touch
arrives at the latest when the front foot touches the. strip ; g

3. The fleche and any forwamovement in which the rear foot
completely passes the front foot is forbidden. Any offence
will be penalized as specified in th& droup (cf. t.114t.116,

t.120. Any touch scored by the fencer at fault will be

annulled. However, any touch correctly exedutey his

opponent is valid.

t.76 (c) In order to judge the correctness of an attack, the following

points must be considered:

1.I'f the attack is initiated
l'ined (cf. t.10) the

weapon. Referees must ensure that a mere grazing of the

t.78
t.74

t.75

blades is not considered as sufficient to deflect the
opponent 6s bl ade.
2.1 f, when attempting to find

the blade is not found (dérobement), the right of attackepass
to the opponent.
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whe psuf di
attacker

3.1f the attack is commenced
i s not 6i n |l i ned, the att
direct, or by a disengagement or by a cutover, or else
be preceded by feints (cf. t.77) which oblige the
opponent to parry.

In compound attacks the feint must be correctly carried

out, i.e.:

1. A feint with the point, with the arm extended and the
point threatening the target continuously.

2. A feint with a cut, the arm extended, the blade and the
arm forming an obtuse gle of about 135°, with the
cutting edge threatening a valid part of the target.

If during a compound attack the opponent finds the blade

during one of the feints, he has the right to riposte.

(f In a compound attack the opponent has the right to stop
hit; but, in order to be valid, the stop hit must precede the
last movement of the attack by one period of fencing time,
i.e. the stop hit must arrive before the attacker has started
the last movement of the attack itself.

(g) Attacks by beats on tHdade

1. In an attack by beating on the blade, this attack is
correctly carried out and retains its priority when the
beat is made on theibleof t he opponent (
the twathirds of the blade furthest from the guard.

2. In an attack by beatingn the blade, when the beat is
made onthédorteof t he opponent-6s b
third of the blade nearest the guard, the attack is badly
executed and the beat gives the opponent the right to
an immediate riposte.

The parry gives the righb riposte; a simple riposte may
be direct or indirect, but in order to annul any subsequent
movement by the attacker, it must be carried out
immediately, without any hesitation or pause.

Against cuts with the cutting edge, the flat or the back of

the bla@, the object of the parry is to prevent touches

made by the opponent arriving on the valid target;
therefore:

1. The parry is properly carried out when, before the
completion of the attack, it prevents the arrival of that
attack by closing the line in wth that attack is to
finish.

2. When a parry is properly executed, the attack by the
opponent must be declared parried, and judged as such
by the Referee, even if, as a result of its flexibility, the
tip of the opponentds weap
target.

(d)

(e)

(h

=

3. Judging of touches

In applying these basic conventions of saber fencing, the

Referee should judge as follows.

When during a phrase both fencers attack simultaneously there

is either asimultaneous actioor adouble touch

1. The first of thee conditions is due to simultaneous
conception and execution of an attack by both fencers; in
this case the touches exchanged are annulled for both
fencers.

2. The double touch éa
g cle%r[;/ Qit

double) on the other hand, is the
Ecﬁoh onl'éll%asrt o o'nesof tﬂe0 !
f8htefs! p o
Therefore, when there is not an interval of fencing time
between the touches:

t h dhe fepepr g dspiagied isglong gognted gs togeped | ¢ ¢
@l f he makes a stop hit on
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t.81

t.82

(b) If, instead of parryinghe attempts to avoid the touch and
does not succeed in so doing.

(c) If, after making a successful parry, he makes a momentary
pause (delayed riposte) which gives his opponent the right to
renew the attack (redoublement, or remise or reprise).

(d) If, during a compound attack, he makes a stop hit without
being in time.

el f, having his point 6in
beat or a taking of the blade (prise de fer) which deflects his
blade, he attacks or places his point in line agaireasof
parrying a direct touch made by his opponent.

. The fencer who attacks is alone counted as touched

they are engaged, the traditional customs of courtesy and
integrity and the instructions of the officials.

In particular they will subscribe, in an orderly, disciplined and
sporting manner, to the follang provisions; all breaches of
these rules may entail punishments by the competent
disciplinary authorities after, or even without, prior warning,
according to the facts and circumstances (cf. 1.1130).

must remain orderly and must not disturb the smooth running
of the competition. During bouts (between the command
ifiFenced and fAHalt,o0) no one

to give advice to the fencers. At no time is one allowed to

| i n e Bverybgdy taking partgnyor piasent ab & feOsIEMPELition j e c

«

. . . . cr|t|C|ze the OffICIa|S or thler desmsmns t lt them or to
@Il f he initiated his attack wh ﬁ_n MueQe \;g tdinn
lineo and without deflecting f *fma.ﬁ.ﬂ&@sf‘pébé@sagneva%@dqngynomy b

must ensure that a ere grazing of the blades is not
considered as sufficient to

(b) If he attempts to find the blade, does not succeed (because of

a derobement) and continues the attack.

(c) If, during a compound attack, he allows his opponerfind
the blade, and continues the attack while his opponent
ripostes immediately.

If, during a compound attack, he bends his arm or makes a
momentary pause, during which time the opponent makes a
stop hit or an attack while the attacker continuesduis
attack.

(d)

(e) If, during a compound attack, he is stiop one period of
fencing time (temps
movement.

(f) If he makes a touch by a remise, redoublement or reprise

following a parry by his opponent which has beetofeéd
by a riposte which is immediate, simple and executed in one
period of fencing time without withdrawing the arm.

. When there is a double touch (coup double), and if the Refered-f¢

unable clearly to judge from which side the fault has cdmee,
must eplace the competitors on guard

One of the most difficult cases to judge arises when a stop hit is
madeand there is doubt as to whether it was made sufficiently in
time in relation to the final movement of a compound attack.

Generally, in such cases,ettdouble touch occurs through thet.85

fault of both fencers concerned, which justifies the Referee
replacing them on guard. (The fault of the attacker consists of
indecision, slowness of execution or the making of feints which
are not sufficiently effective. ie fault of the defender lies in
delay or slowness in making the stop hit.)

PART 5. DISCIPLINARY RULES
FOR COMPETITIONS ?

CHAPTER 1. APPLICATION

.86

1. Persons subject to these rules

Theregulations laid down in this Part apply to péirsons whoake
part in or attend a fencing competition, including the spectators.

Hereinafter all these personsatee s cr i bed as
2. Maintenance of order and discipline

Fencers must observe strictly and faithfully the Rules and the

Statutes of the lE, the particular rules for the competition in which

2 . . . . .
The penalties relating to the Publicity Code appear in that appendi
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d thz ﬁuatlons and in the manner provided for in A}ratrfle .90 of
fh feC The RQf&ee MBis? &db ‘?rﬂw{eoc?a?ely 3, |\ﬁty
which disturbs the smooth running of the bout which he is
refereeing (cf. 1.96).

Smoking in competition halls is forbidden. Smoking will be
considered as a disturbance of the smooth running of the
competiton (cf. t.83).

Any breach of the rules will be punished as laid down in
Articles t.114,1.118, t.120.

t.83 The Referee and/or th€echnical Directory on their own

authority or at the request of an official delegate of the FIE or
of the Organizing Commitee can decide to expel from the

doescr i megdmpehtiBnfvenlee witHof witHB@d K Rafningh dnydperdor vihé |

by his gestures, attitude or language disturbs the good order or
smooth running of the event.

3. The competitors

(a) Pledge of honor

By the mere fact of eating a fencing competition, the fencers
pledge their honor to observe the regulations and the decisions
of the judges, to be respectful towards the members of the jury
and to scrupulously obey the orders and injunctions of the
Referee (cf. t.114, t.116,1120).

(b) Refusing to fence an opponent

No fencer (individual or team) may take part in an official
competition if he refuses to fence against any other fencer
whatsoever (individual or team) correctly entered in the event.
Should this rule be brokethe penalties specified for offences
of the 4" group will be applied (cf. t.114, t.119, 1.120).

The FIE shallconsider whether there are grounds, and to what
extent, for taking sanctions against the national federation to
which the disqualifd competitor belongs (cf. FIE Statutes
1.2.4 and Rules Audle t.120).

(c) Presence on time

The fencers, completely equipped, with all equipment
conforming with the regulations (cf. t.4345) and ready to
fence, must be present at the time andekgapointed for the
beginning of the pool, match, or bout of direct elimination, or
at the time appointed for the checking of their equipment
before their bout (cf. t.43), as well as during the competition,
whenever the Referee requires it.

When presentinghemselves to fence a bout, the fencers must

6f e nc earrigepan the strip completely ready to feniceregulation

clothing, jacket fastened, swehénd gloved and holding the
weapon, bodycord connected to the plug inside the guard. The
mask should be carried in tobearmed hand.

Before the start of the bout
and placed inside the clothing and/or mask in such as way as
to ensure that:
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t.87

0 It does not cover a valid surface (and thus prevent a hit from
being scored).

0 It does not conceahé name and nationality of the fencer.

0 It does not need to be put back in place during the bout, thus
interrupting it.

In the case of violation of this rule, the referee will apply the

penalties for groupneoffences (t.114, t.116, t.20).

Under no circuntances should the fencers dress or undress in public

except in the case of an accident duly recogphiby the doctor on

duty or by the representative of the Medical Commission (cf. t.87,

t.114, t.116, t.120).

They must arrive on the strip, to fence theuts, with two weapons

(one as a spare) and two bodycords (one as a spare) which satisfy the

regulations and are in perfect working order (cf. t.45, t.114, t.116,

t.120).

Before the start of the pool, the team match or the bouts of direct

elimination (individual or team) orni the course of the competition

(individual or team), when a fencer does not present hirosethe

strip, ready to fence, when ordered to do so by the Referee:

- the fencer or teatmmembernot present will be penalized with a

Yellow Cad;

- a second call will be made, one minute after the first call, followed

by a Red Card for the fencer or team member not present;

- a third and last call will be made, one minute after the second call,

followed by the elimination from the competition ftive fencer not

present in an individual competition or for the whole team in a team

competition.

Should a fencer abandon a bout by leaving the strip (cf. t.18/3), he

will be penalised as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

(d) Fencing etiquette

The competitors must fence faithfully and strictly according to the
rules laid down in these Rules. All breaches of these rules will incur
the penalties laid down hereinafter (cf. t.11420).

All bouts must preserve the character of a courteous amk fr
encounter. All irregular actiondléche attack which finishes with a
collision jostling the opponent, disorderly fencing, irregular
movements on the strip, toucheshieved with violencemade
during or after a fallpare strictly forbiden (cf. t.114t.120). Should
such an offence occur, any touch scored by the fencer at fault is
annulled.

Before the beginning of each bout, the two fencers must perform a
fencerds salute to their
Equally, when the finahit has been scored, the bout has not ended
until the two fencers have saluted each other, the Referee and the
spectators: to this end, they must remain still while the referee is
making his decision; when he has given his decision, they must
return toth# onguard | ine, perform a
hands with their opponent.

If either or both of the two fencers refuse to comply with these rules,
the Referee will penalize him/them as specifiec for offences of'the 4
group (cf. t.114, t.119, t.120)

Non-combativity

When both fencers make clear their unwillingness to fence, the
Referee wildl i mmei ately call

Individual Events
a) If during the two first periods of a direct elimination bout of 10 or
15 touches both fencers make clear their umgihess to fencethe

t.88

3 Clear unwillingness to fence (nammbativity)
If two of the criteria below are combined, there is unwillingness to fence:

1. criterion of time: one minute of fencing without a touch
2. absence of blade contact
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opponen

Referee will award a warning (Yellow Card) against each of
the two fencers and will proceed to the next period, without
the minute rest.

b) If the offence is repeatethe Referee will each time award

a penalty hit (Red Card) againsach of the two fencers and

will proceed to the next period, without the minute rest.

c) When both fencers make clear their unwillingness to fence

during the final period of a direct elimination bout:

o If there has been no occurrence of the offence during the
preceding periods, the Referee will award a warning
(Yellow Card) against each fencer, and will pratto a
last minute of fencing;

0 If the offence has already been committed during the course
of the preeding periods, the Referee will award a penalty
hit (Red Card) against each of the fencers, and will
proceed to a last minute of fencing;

This last minute, which will be fenced in its entirety, will be

decisive and will be preceded by a drawing of lotslégide

the winner should the scores be equal at the end of the minute.

Team events

a) If both teams make clear their unwillingness to f&nce
during a team match, the Referee will award a warning
(Yellow Card)against each of the two teams and will proceed
to the next bout.

b) If the offence is repeated, the Referee will each time award
a penalty hit (Red Card) against each of the teams and will
proceed to the next bout, and so on up to the last bout.

c) If both teams make clear their unwillingness to fénce

during the last bout:

0 If there has been no occurrence of the offence during the
preceding bouts, the Referee will award a warning
(Yellow Card) against each oféhieams, and will proceed
to a last minute of fencing;

0 If the offence has already been committed during the
preceding bouts, the Referee will award a penalty hit (Red
Card) against each of the teams, and will proceed to a last
minute of fencing;

This lastminute, which will be fenced in its entirety, will be

decisive and will be preceded by a drawing of lots to decide

the winner should the scores be equal at the end of the minute.

The fencer, whelther orRoe difie strip,emus keep his mask om e
until the Reéree calls halt. He may under no circumstances
address the Referee until the Referee has made his decision
(cf. t.114, t.1186, t.120).

Under no circumstances may fencers remove their clothes on

f etiecsgip, &ven B &Hangé €heirBdYcord (tfa K184, t.116,

£.120).

Immediately after the end of a pool or a direct elimination bout
the Referee must bring together the two fencers, to announce
clearly the score. He must say clearly: « Mister X won against
Mi ster Y with t he Fdnaels mostwthen g
sign the pool or bout score sheet, under the responsibility of
the Referee who must check the accuracy of the results on this
score sheet. Before the score sheet is returned to the Technical

6 Ha Ipifeltdly, the Referee must indicate in writing if a fencer

refusesto sign it. No subsequent appeal relating to the results
will be allowed.

(e) Personal effort

Competitors must fence to their utmost ability in a
sportsmanlike manner until the end of the competition in order

United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition

3. excessive distance (greater thandiséance of a steforward-lunge).
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to obtain the best possible classificatiowithout giving away
touches or seeking to be favoured by being given touches by anyone
(cf. t.114, t.119, 1.120).

4. The team manager The following articles only regulate discipline at competition venues.
t.89 In all competitions, all competitors of the same nationality must Héepending on the gravity of the offences established, theptlo

under the direction of a team manager (whay or may not fence), exclude the application of the Disciplinary Code of the FIE (Chapter

who is responsible to th&echnical Directoryor the Organizing VI of the Statutes of the FIE), which complete or, if the case arises,

Committee for the discipline, conduct, and sportsmanship of tfieke priority over the following articles.

members of his team.

CHAPTER 2. THE DISCIPLINARY AUTHORITIES
AND THEIR COMPETENCE

1. Jurisdiction

5.The team captain t.94 The disciplinary authorities are the following:

t.90 In team events, only the team captain has the right fawed with 8 theReferee (cf. 1.96)
his fencers in the Strip Enclosure and to approach the President of & the Directoire technique (USFA Note: Bout Committee)
the Technical Directory the referees, etc., in order to decide (cf. £.97, 0.560.62) ’

technical matters, or to register protests.

The members of the team who have scrupulously abided by his
decisims may not be held responsible by the relevant authorities.
However, they are personally responsible for any actions they
commit for which their team captain has not taken authority and for
any offence committed by them in violation of the present Rules.

0 the Head Referee (Cf .96, 5)

0 the Executive Committee of the IOC at the Olympic Games
(Cft.98)

the Bureau of the F.I.E. (Cft.99.1/4, t.127.h, 0.63)
the Executive Committee of the F.I.E. (Cf t.99.5)
the Disciplinary Commission of the FIE and its Tribunal

the Court of Arbitration for Sport and the Sports
Arbitration Tribunal.

. . - See also the Disciplinary Code of the FIE (Chapter VII of the
7. The instructors, trainers and technicians FIE Statutes).

t.92 The instructors, trainers and techniciaare not allowed to remain
near their fencers in the Strip Enclosure during the competition.
The Referee may, whenever he considers it necessary, authorizegg
person to come briefly to the assistance of a fencer. L

6. The referees and judges

t.91 The members of the jury must fulfil their duties not only with total
impatrtiality but also with the utmost attention (cf. t.34).

Qx Ox Ox O«

2. Principle of jurisdiction

(a) Whatever juridical authority has taken a decision, this
decision may be subject to appealto a higher juridical
authority, but only to one such appeal.

(b) No decision on a question fafct can be the subject ah
appeal (cf. 1.122).

(c) An appeal against a decision ordyspendghat decision
when it can be judged immediately.

(d)Every appeal must be accompanied by the deposit of a

Each nation which has a fencer taking partthe round of the
competition in progress may designate a maximum of two people
who have the right to be positioned near the Strip Enclosutside

it but close to a point of access. The organizers must provide the
necessary space for these people.

In team competitions, there must be enclosures reserved for the team guaranty of US$80, or its equivalent in another currency;
members. Only the team captain and one coach have the right to be this sum may be corsitated for the benefit of the USFA if

with the team fencers inside the team enclosures, which must be the appeal is rejected on tl
clearly marked out by yellow lines on the ground or somerothe this decision will be taken by the juridical authority
method. They should be 9 m2 in area and be located at a distance of responsible for hearing the appeal. However, appeals
between 2 and 6 m. from each end of and outside the Strip against the decisions of the Referee do notiregthe
Enclosure, which is 18 x 8 m. deposit of the guarantees mentioned above (cf. t.122).

During team matches, the team members not actually fencing must 3. The Referee

remain within their Team Enclosair t.96 (a) The Referee is responsible not only for the direction of the
bout, the judging of touches and the checking of
During team competitions, no one has the right to enter the Strip equipment, but equally for theaintenance of orden the

Enclosure without the refereeds pbBoutmphickhesrefereeing(ctt3p. case of s
offence, the referee will penalize the offending team as provided for  (b) In his capacity as director of the bout and arbiter of

in Articles t.114, t.116 and t.120. A warning ioged on a team is touches, he can, in accordance with the rules, penalize the
valid for the complete team match. Should a fencer, within the same competitors, either by refusing to award a touch which
match, commit another offence from the first group, the referee will they have in fact made on the oppadner by awarding
penalize him on each occasion with a red card. against them a touch which they have not in fact received,

or by excluding them from the competition in which he is
refereeing, according to the circumstances, with or without

8. The spectators prior warning. In these circumstances, and if he has judged
t.93 Spectators are obliged not toterfere with the good order of a on a matter offact, his decisions are irrevocable (cf.

competition, to do nothing which may tend to influence the fencers 1.122).

or the Referee, and to respect the decisions of the latter even when (c) By reason of the right of jurisdiction which he has over all

they do not agree with them. They must obey any instructions which the fencers who participate in, or are present at a

the Referee maye®m it necessary to give them (cf. .82, t.118, competition which he is refereeing, he can also propose to

t.120). the Technical Diretory the expulsion from the venue of

the competition of the spectators, trainers, instructors and
other persons who accompany the competitors (cf. t.114,
t.118, t.120).

September 2008 Edition United States Fencing Association Rules for Competition 28



t.97

t.99 All disciplinary matters referred to the USFA by a USFA mever, a
Technical Directoryor any other competent body on the occasion of
an official USFA competition are addressed to the National Office of

t.101
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(d) Finally, he mayrecommendo the Technical Directonall other

(e)

penalties which heconsiders appropriate (exclusion from the
whole competition, suspension or disqualification) (cf. t.97).
TheHead Referees the authority competent to deal with appeals
against the decisions of the Referee (cf. t.97ss, t.122).

4. The Technical Directary (cf. 0.56 0.62)

Fo
CY

(b)
(©)

r Official FIE Competitions

The Directoire Techniquehas jurisdiction over all the fencers
who take part in or are present at a competition which it is
running.

When necessary it can intervene on its own initiative in all
disputes.

It may impose, either on its own initiative or at the request of a
referee, all the penalties which are applicable during
competitions.

It is the juridical authority to deal with appeals against the
decisions of referees.

It sends direct tthe Central Office of the FIE announcements of

disciplinary penalties pronounced during the competitions, as
well as any requests for censure, suspension, extension of
penalty or permanent suspension, and requests for ultimate

appeals. It is also responble for maintaining order and
discipline during competitions and may use the sanctions

(d) The decisions of theTechnical Directory that it takes

spontaneously or in its own right (as the first level of authority)

0 refusal to award a touch actually made
d awarding a touch which has not in fact been received
0 exclusion from the competition
2. Disciplinary penalties applicable to offences concerned
with maintenance of order, discipline or sportsmanship.
These are:
awarding a touch which has not in fact been received
exclusion from the competition
exclusion from participation in the whole tournament
expulsion from the venue of the competition
disqualification
censure
fine
temporary suspension
permanent suspension
The competent authorities at a competitidhe referee and the
Technical Directory can apply all these penalties, except
permanent suspension.
Temporary suspension can only hpg by these authorities
only in the case of a fencer refusing to salute (cf. .87, t.120).
See the Disciplinary Code of the FIE (Chapter VII of the FIE
Statutes).

Qx

Qx Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox Ox

2. Penalties related to fencing
(a) Loss of ground on the strip (cf. t.28)

are subject to appeal to The DiscipljpaCommission of the {102 A compditor who crosses the lateral boundaries of the strip

FIE'.
All the decisions of theTechnical Directoryare immediately

enforceable. No appeal against a decision can suspend that

decision during a competition.

5.USFA - National Office, Disciplinary Commission, Executive
Committee

the USFA. This latter transmits them to the compdbedy.

The Disciplinary Commission of the FIE is the juridical body of the

FIE that, within the limits of the territories over which the FIE has
authority, settles all disciplinary matters referred to the FIE and
judges all

appeals against decisions etakby the Directoire
Technique or the Head Referee.

The Sports Arbitration Tribunal in Lausanne (TAS) judges all

appeals against the decisions of the tribunals of the Disciplinary

Commission.

In urgent cases, the FIE Bureau may take the administrativeunesa

necessary for the suspension of the license of the accusedt.i®5

accordance with the Disciplinary Code.

The Executive Committee ensures that the decisions of the

Disciplinary Commission are respected and carried out.

See the Disciplinary Code of the FliEhapter VII of the FIE
Statutes).

CHAPTER 3. PENALTIES

1. Classification of penalties

There are two distinct categories of penalty applicable to the two

sorts of offence (cf. t.114ss).

1. Penalties related to fencing, applicable to offences naitted
while fencing. These are:

0 the loss of ground on the strip

1.104

with one or both feet is penalized by the loss of one meter of
ground.

(b) Refusal to award a touch actually made

t.103 Although a competitor may in fact have touched his opponent

on the target, this towh may be disallowed, either because it
did not arrive during the period of time during which fencing
is allowed, or because the competitor had crossed the
boundaries of the strip, or because of defects in the electrical
equipment, or because violence vimglved in the making of

the touch, or because of other reasons as laid down in the
Rules (cf. t.18, t.20t.22, t.26ss, t.32, t.41, t.45, t.46, t.53s,
t.60, t.66ss, t.70, t.73, t.80, t.87, t.114, t.120).

(c) Award of a touch which has not in fact beeoeiged

A competitor may have a touch awarded against him which he
has not in fact received, either because he has crossed the rear
limit of the strip (cf. t.27), or because he has committed an
offence which has prevented his opponent fencing (a dléch
attack which jostles the opponent, a corps a corps in foil or
saber, the use of the unarmed hand while fencing, etc.) (cf.
t.120).

(d) Exclusion

A competitor who, while fencing, commits certain violent or
vindictive actionsagainst his opponent, atho does not fence

to his utmost ability, or who profits from a fraudulent
agreement with his opponent, may be excluded from the
competition.

A competitor who is excluded from a competition may not
continue to take part in that competition, even if halisady
qualified for promotion to the next round. He loses the right to
his individual classification and the place that he occupied
remains unfilled; but the points obtained by the fencer up to
the moment of his expulsion remain valid for the classificat

of the team in the team event, providing that he actually takes
part in that team event.

3. Disciplinary penalties
(e) Exclusion from the competition
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t.106

t.107

t.108

t.109

t.110

t.111

t.112

t.113
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Exclusion from a competition may also be imposed for a disciplinary
offence (failure to appeasn the strip as required, weapons not in
accordance with the rules, reprehensible attitude towards a judge,
etc.).

CHAPTER 4. OFFENCES, THEIR PENALTIES
AND THE COMPETENT JURIDICAL AUTHORITIES

The consequences of such exclusion for the competitor are the same 1. The types (groups) of penalty

as those described in Article t.105 above.
(f) Exclusion from participatio in the whole tournament

Tournaments the name given to a number of competitions held at
the same place, at the same period and under the same aegis.

A competitor who is excluded from a tournament will no longer be
allowed to participate in any cquatition during that tournament,
either in the same weapon or another.

When this penalty is imposed on a team, the position of each
member of that team must be examined individually, and the
members of that team may, according to the circumstances, have
different penalties imposed on them (cf. t.90).

(9) Expulsion from the venue of the competition or the tournament

All participants or norcompetitors who participate in or are present
at a competition (instructors, trainers, technicians, supporters,
officials, spectators) may be expelled. Such expulsion has the effect
of forbidding them access to the venue for the duration of the
competition or tournament (cf. t.120).

In no circumstances can the imposition of this penalty give cause for
redress to anyan

(h) Disqualification

Disqualification of a competitor (for example, because he does not
conform to the rules regarding age, qualification, etc. required for the
compdition) does not necessarily incur his suspension or permanent
suspension, if hhas acted in good faith; a request for supplementary
penalties for fraudulent intention may, however, be made against the
competitor.

A team which has included a competitor who is disqualified
necessarily incurs the penalty of that member and is also
disqualified.

The consequences of disqualification are the same as those for
exclusion from the competition (see Atrticle t.105 above).

(i) Censure
In cases where a more severe disciplinary sanction is not justified,
the fencer or the official may be s@iooed by censure.

(j) Temporary suspension

A competitor who is suspended cannot take part in any official FIE
competition during the time he is suspended.

All other persons who are suspended are debarred from exercising
their functions within the kits of time and place fixed when the
suspension is imposed.

(k) Permanent suspension
Permanent suspension involves
suspension, but is permanent (except for the special provision for
clemency laid down in Article t.128 below)

4. Announcement of penalties

The Technical Directoryis required to inform the Central Office of
the FIE, without delay, of penalties applied during the competition
and their reasons (cf. t.97/c).

t.114 There are three types of penalty to be applied in the cases

indicated in the table irArticle t.120. If a referee must
penalize a fencer who has committed several faults at the same
time, he should penalize the less serious fault fildtey are
cumulative and they are valid for the bout with the exception
of exclusion, which is indicatethy a Black Card. Certain
offences can result in the annulment of the touch scored by the
fencer at fault.

During the bout, only touches scored in circumstances
connected with the offences may be annulled (cf.120).

The penalties are as follows:

0 a warning, indicated by a Yellow Card with which the
Referee identifies the fencer at fault. The fencer then knows
that any further offence on his part will result in a penalty
touch.

0 a penalty touchindicated by a Red Card with which the
Referee identifies th fencer at fault. A touch is added to
the score of his opponent and may, if the last touch is at
stake, lead to the loss of the bout. Furthermore, a Red Card
can only be followed by another Red Card or by a Black
Card, depending on the nature of the secoffence (cf.
t.120).

0 exclusion from the competitioror the whole tournament as
applicable (for a fencer)demonstrated by a BLACK
CARD by which the Referee identifies the person at fault.

0 expulsion from the competition venue (any person
disturbingorder of the competition).

All warnings (Yellow Cardp penalty touches (Red Cards) and

exclusions (Black Cards) must be noted on the score sheet of

the bout, the pool or the match, together with the group to
which they belong.

2. Competence

t.115 The offences and their penalties which appear in different

articles of the Rules are summarized in the list that follows in
Article t.120; they are divided into four groups (cf. t.116
t.119).

All these penalties are within the competence of the Referee,
althowgh the Technical Directorystill retains the right to
intervene on its own initiative (cf. t.97).

3. The first group of offences

t.116 The first infringement, in this first group, is penalized by a

Yellow Card {(varning). If during the same bout the femce

the same consequences as commits the same or a flifent offence in this group, the

Referee penalizes him, on each occasion, with a Red Card
(penalty touch If the fencer at fault has already been
penalized by a Red Card because of an offence listed in the
second or third gup, he receives a further Red Card for his
first infringement relating to the first group.

4. The second group of offences

At the Olympic Games, thBechnical Directorynug advise the IOC t.117 Every offence in the second group, including the first

via the Organizing Committee.

infringement, is penalized by a Red Capérfalty touch
5. The third group of offences

t.118 The first infringement in the third group is penalized by a Red
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Card penalty touch even if the fencer at fault has already
received a Red Card as a result of offences in the first or
second groups.
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If during the same bout thfencer commits the same or a different In the most serious cases concerning disturbance either on or

offence in this group, he is penalized with a Black Casctl(sion off the strip, the Referee may exclude or expel the person at

from the competition fault immediately.

Any person not on the strip who disturbs the order of the competition . The fourth group of offences

receives. t.119 The first infringement in the fourth group is penalized by a
O On the first infringement, a warning, indted by a Yellow Card, Black Card éxclusion from the competition or the whole

valid for the whole of the competition, which must be noted on the  tournamentas applicable)

bout scoresheet and recorded by tfiechnical Directory 7. Offences and penalties

0 At the second infringement during the same competitdoBlack t.120 See the Schedule of Offences and Penaltiess333

Card and/or expulsion from the competitienue
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OFFENSE ARTICLE PENALTIES

1st group 1st 2nd 3%nd ad
Leaving the stp without permission t.18.3 - _
Simple Corps a corps (foil and sabre) * t.20 - _

Corps a corps to avoid a touch * t.20, t.63

Turning the back to the opponent * t.21 Y - _

Covering/Substitution of valid target * t.22,1.49,1.72 E - _
Touching/takinchold of electrical equipment*  |t.22 L - _
Crossing the side of the strip to avoid being t28 L

touched ’

Delaying the Bout t.31 (0]

Clothing/equipment not working or not
conforming; absence of second regulation wea [t.45.1 & 3.b W
or bodycord

Placing the weapon on the strip to straighten it |t.46, t.61, t.70.d

Bending/dragging weapon point on conductive
strip (F.E) t.46, 1.61 C
Grounding the weapon on the metallic vest (F) t.53 A

In Saber, touch scored with the guard *; any
forward movement crossing the legs or feet *

t.70.a, 1.75.b.3 R
Refusal to obey the Referee t.82,1.84 D
Hair not conforming t.86

Jostling, disorderly fencing * ; taking off mask
before the Referee calt86,t87

strip

Abnormal fencing action * ; touches with brutal t87
or made during or after a fall * ’
Non-combativity t.87

Unjustified appeal t.122

Fencer or team member not present upbdarid .
A 3rd call;
then second call. If still not present dt&ll t.86 S
s e Elimination
Elimination from the competition.
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2nd group
Using the norweapon arm or hand *

Interruption of bout for claimed injury/cramp not
confirmed by doctor

Absence of equipment control mark

Absence of name on back, absence of National
colors where required

Deliberate touch not on opponent

Dangerous, violent or vindictive action, blow with
guard or pommel *

3rd group

Fencer disturbing order on the strip (4)
Dishonest fencing *

Offence against publicity code

Any person not on strip disturbing order

4th group

Fencer equipped witblectroniccommunication
equipment permitting hirto receive
communications during the bout

Falsified weapon inspection marks, intentibn
modification of equipment

Manifest cheating with equipment (2)

Refusal of a fencer to fence another competitor
(individual or team) properly entered

Offense against sportsmanship (1) or (2)

Refusalof fencer to salute opponent, the referee
the audience at the beginning or at the end of th
bout

Profiting from collusion, favoring an opponent (1,
Deliberate brutality (1)

Doping (2)

1st 2nd 3%and ad

o |

1 Offense 2" Offense

Publicity Code C
y K (1)

.82, .83, 1.96.c, |1%% Warning(YELLOW CARD) or (4)
t.118 2" Expulsion (3) or (4)

o

143, .44, 1.45.3.
@) or(2)

t.45.3.c &d

t.45.3.e

.85

t.87, 1.105

t.87

t.88, t.105

t.105

t.129

* Annulment of anytouch scored by the fencer at fault.
Yellow Card = Warning (valid for bout, whether one or several encounters). Red Card = Penalty touch. Black Card = Exexmitsion.

(1) Exclusion from competition. (2) Exclusion from whole tournament. (3) Expufsom competition venue. (4) In serious cases, Referee
may exclude/expel immediately. (5) Suspension for two competitions. (6) Disqualification.

If a fencer commits an offence in the First Group after having been penalized with a Red Card, for wdwgemghe or she receives a
further Red Card. A fencer only receives a Black Card in the Third Group if he or she previously committed an offentrith @ieup
(demonstrated by a Red Card).
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CHAPTER 5. PROCEDURE 1. Medical Controls

1. Basic principle t.128

t.121 The vaious penalties are imposed by the competent authorities wi¢men competitors must submit to gender tests prescribed by the 10C
will reach their decisions in an equitable manner, and will take inf§ the Olympic Games or prescribed by the FIE (Executive Committee
account the gravity of the offence and the circumstances in whictPftTechnical Direary).

was committed (cf. t.94ss, t.114ss, t.124ss).

2. Protests and appeals 2. Anti-Doping Code

(a) Against a decision of the Referee

t.122 No appeal can be made against the decision of the Referee regarfidP (&) Doping is the use by an athlete of a prohibited substance or

a point of fact (cf. t.95/c, t.96/b).

If a fencer infringes this principle, casting doubt on the decision of
the Referee on a pu of fact during the bout, he will be penalized
according to the rules (cf. t.114. t.116, t.120). But if the Referee is
ignorant of or misunderstands a definite rule, or applies it in a
manner contrary to the Rules, an appeal on this matter may be
enterained.

This appeal must be made:

d inindividual events, by the fencer;

d in team events, by the fencer or the team captain.

This appeal should be made courteously but without formality, and
should be made verbally to the Referee immediately and before any
decision is made regarding a subsequent touch.

If the Referee maintains his opinion, tHead Referedas authority

to settle an appeal (cf. t.97). If such an appeal is deemed to be
unjustified, the fencer will be penalized in accordance with Articles
t.114, t.116, t.120.

(b) Other protests and appeals

t.123 Complaints and protests must be made in writing without delay; they
must be addressed to tliechnical Directory
Protests over the composition of the first round at World
Championships and the Olympigames may only be made up to 7
p.m. of the day before the event (cf. 0.10).

3. Investigation 8 Right of defence

t.124 No penalty can be imposed until after an enquiry has been held in the
course of which the parties concerned have been called on to give
their explanation of the occurrence either verbally or in writing,
within a reasonable interval of time, suited to the time and place.
After this time limit has expired, the penalty may be imposed.

4. Method of decision

t.125 The decisions of the juridal authorities of competitions are by
majority vote, the chairman (president) having the casting vote in
case of a tie.

6. Repetition of offence

t.127 For offences regarding sportsmanship, good order or discipline, a
fencer is said to repeat an offerithe commits a new offence, other
than violation of the rules governing bouts, within two years of being
censured, or subjected to exclusion, disqualification or suspension.

For the repetition of an offence, the penalty which must be imposed

is:

(a) Exclusion from the competition, if the previous penalty was a
censure.

(b) Disqualification from participation in the whole tournament, if
the previous penalty was exclusion or disqualification from a
competition.

See also the Disciplinary Code of the FIE (Cleap/Il of the FIE
Statutes).

CHAPTER 6 MEDICAL AND ANTI -DOPING CONTROLS
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the use of a prohibited method or technique as defined in the
Olympic Movement AntiDoping Code.

(b) Doping is forbidden by the FIE. Any breaking of thiserul
will incur disciplinary action.

(c) The FIE reserves the right to conduct doping control during
any conpetitions under its control, as well as -mifit
competition.

(d) The FIE agrees to adhere to the Olympic Movement-Anti
Doping Code, and adopts in full ttePr ohi bi t ed
Substances and Prohibited Me

In addition, the FIE has determined that both alcohol and
cannabinoids shall be prohibited in competition.

(e) Each fencer participating in official competitions of the FIE
or at the Olympic Games must submit himself to the- anti
doping controls performed according to the Abtiping
Code of the FIE or, when at the Olympic Games, the
IOC/WADA Anti-Doping Code.

() The International Licences issued by the FIE shall contain a
clause stipulating that licence holders undertake not to use
prohibited substances or prohibited methods, and agree to
submit to doping control when requested, whetheoirout
of-competition.

(9) The organizers of any official FIE competition must make
provision for doping control in their regulations to ensure
correct procedures are adhered to during the competition.
This includes ensuring fears are escorted from when they
receive the doping control notification until they arrive at the
doping controktation.

The costs of doping control are the responsibility of the
Federation organizing the competition.

(h) The antidoping controls must be carried out in an
IOC/WADA-accredited laboratory. The observer must make
sure of this and point it out in higgort. Any organizer not
respecting this obligation will be penalized by the
cancellation of the competition for the following season.

(i) At World Championship® Open, Junior and Cadét the
method of selection for doping control is determined by the
ddegates of the FIE Medical Commission in agreement with
the President of the FIE or his representative. At A Grade
competitions, the selection is determined by the organizers in
agreement with the FIE Observer.

In individual competitions doping controlifin principle be
carried out on three fencers: those placed first and second in
the final, plus one more chosen by drawing lots among the
remaining six finalists, in the case of a final of 8 fencers, and
among the remaining two finalists, in the casa dhal of 4
fencers.

In team events, one fencer will be drawn by lots from among
each of the first four teams.

() Before leaving the competition venue, every fencer liable for
doping control (cf. t.129 (g)) must obtain confirmation from
the Presidenof the Technical Directorythat he has not been
selected for testing. If a fencer does not do so and he is
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selected for doping control, he will be considered to have Anabolic Agents, Amphetamines, Cocaine, Diuretics,

refused to take part in the control. Peptide Hormones and their mimetics or analogues, or
(k) In addition to the foregoing, the persons resfiasfor doping if Prohibited Methods are used §hce d u ;e 20

control have the right for legitimate reasons to submit any fencer i) suspension from all competitive sport

to doping control. But this decision can only be taken by _ foraperiod of two years:

members of the FIE Medical Commission, of whom at least two i) the option of a further ban on

must be present, and only after they have notifiedPtiesident participation in a specific sports event

of the FIE (or his representative) or the FIE Observer, as well as or eventsfterthe suspension period

the Chairperson of tHBechnical Directory has ended (e.g. a ban on participation in
() The competition organizers may, at any stage of the competition, the following World Charpionships or

_oQpapicsamesy, fencers.
iii) ~an optional additional monetary fine o
up to US$ 10,000.

coduct 6unannouncedd doping control on
Theymust respect the following conditions:

1. They must draw lots in the presence of the President of the
FIE (or his representative) or the FIE Observer or the

. . . . i i
Chairperson of th@echnical Directory 2. In the case of gepeat offence(within ten years of the

previous doping offence) the penalties shall be the following:

2. They must hand the notification form to the fencer emspn a) for a Schedule 1 offence:
as soon as he is eliminated. i) suspensiorirom all competitive sport
3. The doping control must be started within an hour of the for period of two years;
fencer receiving the notification. ii) the option of a further ban on
4. The organizers may only carry out this unannounced test if participation in a specific sports event
they can guarantee the presence of one or more doping or eventsafterthe suspension P?“OQ ]
control experts has ended (e.g. a ban on participation in
(m) Fencers found to have contravened this Arping Code will thle following quld Championships or
be sulpect to the Disciplinary Code of the FIE (Statutes, Chapter __ Olympic Gamesa_._ )
7). iii) an optional additional monetary fine of

up to US$ 10,000.
b). for a Schedule 2 offence:
i)  suspension from all competitive sport
for life;

The publication of test results and decisions relating to
application of penalties will be announced by thet@d Office
of the FIE which alone has the right to bring them to the notice

of all member Federations. i)  an optional additional monetary fine
(n) Doping offences committed and penalized in one of the member of up to US$ 10,000.
courtries of the FIE will be taken into account and the penalties
will be applied byall member countries of the FIE. 3. In the case of:
(0) Penalties-- The penalties that appear in Appendix 1 are - refusal to undergo any test ¢emplated in this
obligatory. They are based on those provided for in the Olympic Anti-Doping Code;
Movement AntiDoping Code, and are clearly defined in the FIE - acase of doping for whicin official or member
6Li st of Penal terde¥ for Dopingd (App of the athleteds entour
- involvement in an act of doping by members of
ATTACHMENT 1 themedical, pharmaceutical related
Penalties for Doping Offences. professions;

the following penaltieshall be applied in i) above for the
fencer at fault, and in ii) and iii) above for the official or

Any fencer refusing to submit to this control or this medical exam, or person at fault:

who has been found guilty of doping, will be excluded from the event
and will not be classified, irrespective of any specific jteaga All the
fencers ranked after him are moved up by one place in the results of the
competition. If necessary the placing of the two tiglaced fencers

will be decided according to their ranking for the composition of the

a) for afirst offence:
i) suspension from all competitive sport for a
period of two years;
ii) the option of a further ban on partiaipn in a

table specific sports event or everfierthe
suspension period has ended;
1. In a case of ddpg, the penalties for first offence are as i) an optional additional monetary fine
follows:- of up to US$ 100,000.
a)if the Prohibited Substances used are:
Stimulants (other than amphetamines), Narcotics, Alcohol, b)..In the case of gepeat offence
Cannabinoids or Glucocorticosteroidsi $c hedjul e 10 i) suspension from all competitive sport for life;
i)  Suspension from all competitive sport for a ii) an optional additional monetafine
peiod of three months; of up to US$ 100,000.
ii) the option of a further ban on participation
in a specific sports event or eveafterthe 4. Any case of doping in a competition automatically leads to
suspension period has ended (e.g. a ban on invalidation of the resulbbtained in the individual event
participation in the following World and invalidation of the results obtained in the team event in
Championships); which he participated (with all its coregeences, including
i) an optional additional monetary fine of up forfeit of any medals or prizes), irrespective of any other
to US$ 10,000. sanction that may be applied, subject to the provisions of

point 5 of this article.

b).if the Prohibited Substances used are other than those
referred to in paragraph a) above, i.e.:
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5. Any fencer suspended for doping during a competition loses the & Two doctors who are members of tHdE Medical

points obtained during his competition (with all its Committee, invited by the Organizing Committee at the
consequences, including forfeit of any medals or prizes) and the instigation of the President of the FIE;

other fencers ranked after him move up of one place in the 8 One doctor from the country organizing the competition;

results of the competition. Under all circumstances, only 8 One interpreter, if needed;

fencers who have obtained points in the cefitipn can move 8 The President of the FIE or, possibly, his representative.

up one place in the results of the competition. €@ Each fencero6s personal det ai

6. In the event that a competitor who istember of a teans entered on his drug testing form.

found guilty of doping, (either during an individual or during a (f) The procedure and equipment used for taking samples cannot
team competition), the team who used the fencer guilty of be contested if the Iaboratory which ser!t the person in charge
doping loses the points obtained (with all its consequences, of taking samples and providehe material is accredited by
including forfeit of any medals or prizes) and the other teams the 10C.
ranked after this one move up one place in the results of the (9) If a fencer refuses to provide a sample, he or she must be
competition. Under all circumstances, only teams who have warned of the consequences of such a refusal (cf. t.129/d). If
obtained pointsni the competition can move up one place in he or she persists, his refusal is documented on his personal
the results of the competition. form.
(h) A breathalyser & may be carried out to provide evidence of
7. The team who used a fencer found guilty of doping during his the possible consumption of alcohol by a fencer. Should the
period of suspension, loses the points obtained (with all its result of this test prove positive (an apparent alcohol level of
consequences, including forfeit of any medals or prized)the over 0.5 parts in 1000, 0.05%), and if the fencer contests this
other teams ranked after this one, move up one place in the result, he or she mustemand a quantitative measurement.
result of the competition. Under all circumstances, only teams Should it not be possible to carry out this measurement using
who have obtained points in the competition can move up one a breathalyzer, a blood test must be carried out. If the fencer
place in the result of the competition. refuses to take part in this test, he or she is warned of the
consequences of this decisiofhe penalty comes under
8. In the Olympic Games ahnofficial FIE events the regulations those described in Class2 in Atrticle t.129 (p).

mentioned above do not prejudge the application of further

additional penalties that the F.I.E could impose. 3. Analysis . ) )
t.131 (a) The analysis of a sample must, where possible, be carried out
9. Only the following are tested for during the @uit within 24 hours of its arrival at the laboratory.
Competition period: (b) Techniques adopted for analysis will not batestable in so
far as they comply with the rules decreed by the IOC and, all
a) Anabolic Agents, b) Diuretics) Peptide Hormones, their the more so, if they are carried out by a laboratory accredited
mimetics and analogues, and d) Prohibited Methods. The by the 10C.
penalty for a doping offence detected during an-afut (c) The following are allowed access to the laboratory in
competition test shall be the same as for during competition, addition to the head of the laboratory ansl ppersonnel: the
6mutatis mutandisoé (i.e., with chembgresftheMedigal @osnmitice ofette FI&E,the )person
responsible for the drugs test and, in the event of a test of the
2. Procedure for taking samples second bottle, the observer nominated by the accused fencer.

t.130 (a) As soon as a fencer selected by lot for drug testing has finished 4. List of products forbidden in competitions

fencing in the competition, a representative of the organizing 3o Thelist of banned substances and the procedure of the I0C have
committee will, by handing him a special form, request him 0 peen adopted as reference documents by the FIE. They are
present himself witin an hour to the waiting room of the drug attached in an appendix and updated after each revision made by
test room, and to take with him some form of identification. the 10C.

The fencer or his team cap_tain must _sign a detachable s_ection of This list points out that, at the request of the FIE, alcohthtes
the form which shows the time at which he or she was given the i pe carried out at fencing competitions. An alcohol level of
request. above 0.05% is liable to the penalties specified in the Rules.
Every fencer kble to be tested (cf. t.129/h) must obtain the
confirmation of the President of tiechnical Directonthat he
or she has not been selected by lot for testing, before leaving the
venue of the competition. If a fencer does not do so and his name
is seleotd by lot for testing, he or she will be considered to have
refused to take part in the test.
When he or she presents himself for examination the fencer may
be accompanied by a team official or doctor.
(b) A representative of those conducting the testivesethe fencer
and his official on their arrival at the drug testing room. He or
she verifies the identity of the fencer with the help of his identity
card and his competition number.
(c) If the fencer does not arrive at the drug testing room within the
hour following the delivery of the request, this will be noted on
his drug testing form.
(d) The only people who are allowed in the medical examination
room, other than the fencer and the official accompanying him,
are:
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BOOK 2. ORGANIZATION RULES *

CHAPTER 1. COMPETITIONS

The official competitions of the FIE are organized accordindiéo t
following rules.

The official competitions of the FIE are open to fencers (individual
or team) of all FIE member countriefvery competitor or
participant in a competition, irrespective of his or her status, is
required tobe licersed for the currat seasor(cf. Statutes Chapter
1X).

CHAPTER 2. BODIES RESPONSIBLE FOR
ORGANIZATION AND CONTROL

1. The Organizing Committee
The Organizing Committee is the group of persons responsible for
organizing the competition.

2. The Central Office of theFIE

The Central Office of the FIE controls the activities of Teehnical
Directory at the Olympic Games and at the Open, Junior and Cadet
World Championships, as described in Article 0.63.

0.8

3. The Technical Directory

The technical organizatiorof competitions is entrusted to ag.g
Technical Directorythe functions and scope of whose activities are
described in the Rules (cf. t.97, oiBR).

4. Referees

Referees must be appointed in accordance with the provisions of
Articles t.37t.39. They mast possess current refereeing licences, 10
national or international 0.

5. Auxiliary personnel

The organizing committee will appoint:

(a) Scorers and timkeepers
The organizers will appoint, on their own responsibility, scorers
whose duty it will be tckeep the scorsheet for the bout, the
pool or the match and maintain the seboards, and a time
keeper whose duty it will be to keep time for the duration of the
bouts (cf. t.30ss).
For finals, theTechnical Directorymay appoint a delegate or a
referee, neutral wherever possible, to supervise the-keeper,
the scorer and the person responsible for the scoring apparatus.

(b) Superintendents of the apparatus

The Organizing Committee must choose qualified persons, who
pay careful attention to the sigs given by the apparatus in
order that they may be able to advise the Referee as to what the
apparatus has registered, and warn him, even during the course
of a bout, as to any abnormal phenomena which may occur.

The superintendent of the apparatus miasttouch the apparatus
while fencing is in progress. When fencing ceases, he resets the
appamtus either after the Referee has given his decision or when
the competitors are testing their weapons; but he must never,
after a phase of the bout has cautiesl apparatus to signal a
touch, annul this signal before the Referee has given his
decision.

* USFA Note: This section is provided largely for the benefit of
those persons attending FIE Competitions (World Cup, World
Championship and the Olympic Games The Operations
Manual of the USFA is the primary document for the
organization and running of all USFA competitions.
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(c) One or more experts
For each tournament, the Organizing Committee must
appoint experts in matters relating to the electrical apparatus.
These experts are placed under the supervision of the
Technical Directory
The experts may be consulted, separately or conjointly, by
the referees or by th&echnical Directoryregarding all
guestions relating to the electrical apparatus.
Members of the Committee for Electrical Apparatus and
Equipment of the FIE (SEMI) arex officioqualified to act
as experts.

(d) The technicians

For each tournament, the Organizing Committee must ensure
the presence of competent technicians to remedy faults in the
electrical apparatus and, possibly, in the personal electrical
equipment of the fencers.

(e) Checking of equipment
The checking of the organiz
equipment of the fazers, must be carried out in accordance
with the rules to be found in the Material Rules.

CHAPTER 3. ENTRIES FOR COMPETITIONS

Entries mu s t be sent to the
national federation (for the Olympic Games by their national
Olympic Committee).

CHAPTER 4. TIMETABLE

(a) The program should be arranged in such a way that no fencer
is obliged to participate in events for more than 12 hours in 24.
In any case, no pool, bout or match may begin after midnight, or
at any time whentican be foreseen that there is a likelihood that
it will end after midnight.

Whatever program is adopted, the final should start at a time
which, having regard to local routines, will ensure that the results
can be communicated to the media in suffitigme to allow
them to be published.

In their timetable the organizers must allow sufficient time
for it to be possible to car
equipment, i.e. a minimum of one day per weapon.

(b) The first round of all the individualand team
competitions for the World Championships and Olympic
Games must be displayed by4n. at the latest the day
before the competition (cf. t.123).

CHAPTER 5. INDIVIDUAL COMPETITIONS

(USFA Note: The procetures and guidelines for the
conducting of USFA competitions are contained in the
Operations Manual. The articles contained in this chapter
reffer exclusively to FIE competitions and are for
informational purposes only.)
0.11 Individual competitions may be organized:
A. By direct elimination wit a mixed system consisting
of one round of eliminating pools and a preliminary
direct elimination table, followed by a main direct
elimination table of 64 fencers to qualify 8 or 4 fencers
for a direct elimination final.
B. By direct elimination with a mxed system
consisting of one round of eliminating pools, followed
by a direct elimination table to qualify 8 or 4 fencers for
a direct elimination final.

37



0.12

C. By direct elimination throughout. (This formula,
applicable at the Olympic Games, is contained m a
appendix.)

1. GENERAL RULES FOR THE ROUND OF POOLS

In all competitions for which the formula includes a round of
pools, these pools will consist of 7 fencers if the number of
participants is divisible by 7. If not, they will consist of 6
fencers i the number of participants is divisible by 6.
Otherwise the pools will be of 7 and 6.

At World Cup competitions the organizing country may add
the necessary number of fencers of their own nationality for
all the pools to consist of 7 fencers.

Composition of pools

0.13

0.14

The composition of pools must, except where
there are contrary provisions in these Rules, take
account of the latest official FIE ranking, drawing

lots among any fencers who are not ranked. The
allocation of fencers in the pools must be mad such a
way as to place fencers of the same nationality in different
pools, as far as possible

The order of fencers on the pool sheet is decided by drawing
lots.

The pools must be fenced up to the last bout.

The order of bouts in the pools isfallows:

Pool of 4 fencers:-4 23 13 24 34 12

Pool of 5 fencers:-2 34 51 23 54 13
25 41 35 42

Pool of 6 fencers:-2 45 23 56 31 64
25 14 53 16 42 36 51 34 62

Pool of 7 fencers:-4 25 36 *1 54 23
67 51 43 62 57 31 46 T2 35
1-6 24 73 65 12 47

Pool of 8 fencers:-8 1-5 74 68 12 34
56 87 41 52 83 67 42 81 75
36 28 54 61 37 48 26 35 17
46 85 T2 13

Pool of 9 fencers:-® 28 37 46 15 29
83 *%#4 65 12 93 84 75 61 32
94 58 76 31 24 59 86 *1 4
3 52 69 87 41 53 62 97

Pool of 10 fencers:-4 69 25 710 31
86 45 910 2378 51 166 42 9
7 53 108 12 67 34 89 510 16
2-7 38 49 65 162 81 74 93
26 58 410 19 37 82 64 95
103 #1 48 29 36 57 2110

0.15 When there are several fencers from the same country in a pool:

(@)

(b)

If they do not form the majority of the competitors in the
pool, they must fence off the boutstiween themselves
before meeting competitors of another nationality.

If they form the majority of the competitors in the pool, the
Technical Directorymay establish a special order of bouts,
departing as little as possible from the principle laid dawn i
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(e)

(a) above, in order to obviate excessive fatigue or delays
for the competitors who form the minority in the pool.
When competitors c¢classed a
pool, they must first fence against the competitors of the
nationality to whit they originally belonged, after the
latter have fenced each other, and thereafter against the
competitors of the country which grants them their
international fencing licence.

Examples of the order of fencers of the same nationality
in a pool of six:

When a pool contains, among its six qualified fencers,

& two fencers of the same nationality A, or

& two fencers of the same nationality A and two of the
same nationality B,
the fencersdéd names are pl a
way that thosefahe same nationality fence each other in
their first bout and the order of bouts of a pool of six is
that shown in Article 0.14 above.

When a pool contains among its six qualified fencers two
fencers of the same nationality A, two of the same
nationaliy B, and two of the same nationality C, the order
of the bouts will be:
1i4,25,36,51,42,31,62,53,64,112 34,5
6,2 3,16, 45.

When a pool contains among its six qualified fencers,

o three fencers of the same nationality A, or

8 three fencers of the same nationality A and two
fencers of the same nationality B, or

o8 three fencers of the same nationality A and three
fencers of the same nationality B,

the fencersd names are pl a

following way:

8 the fences of nationality A are given numbers 1, 2
and 3;

o the fencers of nationality B are given numbers 4 and 5
or4,5and 6.

The order of bouts will be as laid down in Article 0.14.

When a pool contains among its six qualified fencers four

fencers of thesame nationality A and two others of

different nationalities, the four fencers of nationality A

are placed on the pool sheet as 1, 2, 3 and 4 and the order

of bouts in the pool is as followsi B, 42, 114, 23, 5

6,112,34,16,25,36,45,62,51,6/4,53.

Example of the order of fencers of the same nationality in a

pool of seven:

When this pool contains, among the seven fencers,

o8 two fencers of nationality A, or

0 two fencers of nationality A and two fencers of
nationality B, or

o8 two fencers of nationality A, two fencers of nationality
B and two fencers of nationality C,

the fencers of the same nationality are listed on the pool

sheet so that they fence their first bout against each other

while following the order of bouts laid dowin Article

0.14 above for a pool of seven fencers.

When the pool contains

o three fencers of nationality A, or

& three fencers of nationality A and two fencers of
nationality B, or

& three fencers of nationality A, two fencers of
nationality B and tw fencers of nationality C,
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0.16 If a bout in a pool is interrupted by an accidental cause, and this

0.17

0.18

0.19

the three fencers of nationality A must be listed 1, 2 and 3 on
the pool sheet, the two fencers of nationality B, 4 and 5, and
the two fencers of nationality C, 6 and 7.

The order of bouts for the pool of seven, detailed itickr
0.14, is no longer valid and must be replaced by the
following order: 12, 4'5,617,3'1,47,23,51,6 2,34,
7i5,16,42,73,56,114,27,53,64,71,25,36.

interruption is likely to be prolonged, the Referee may (with the
consent of theTechnical Directory or possibly the Organizing
Committee) alter the order of bouts in such a way as to allow the
normal progress of the competition to proceed.

The time allowedor a fencer to rest between two consecutive bou%20

in a pool is three minutes.
In the pools a bout ends when:

(a) One of the fencers has scored 5 touches. In this case the seppg

registered on the scesheet is the final score of the bolb(i
Dn, where n=the number of touches scored by the losing
fencer).

In épée, if the two fencers reach a scoreiafll4they must fence

for a deciding touch, up to the time limit. Any double touch wilP-22

not be counted (and the fencers will therefore remain wthese
are on the strip).

(b) Three minutes of effective fencing time have passed. (There is 095

warning for the last minute.)
o0 If when the time limit expires there is a difference of at least

one touch between the scores of the two fencers, the fencer
who has scored the greater number of touches is declared

winner. The score registered on the segleet is the actual
score achieved in the bowNi7 Dn, whereN =the number
of touches scored by the winning fencer arelthe number
of touches scored by thesing fencer).

0 If at the end of regulation time the scores are equal, the

fencers fence for a deciding touch, with a maximum time.24

limit of one minute. Before the fencing recommences, the

Referee draws lots to decide who will be the winner if scores

are still equal at the end of the extra minute.

In this case the score registered on the ssheet is always

the actual score achieved in the bout:

d VNI Dnif a deciding touch is scored within the time limit
for the bout.

8 V4/D4 or V3/D3 or V2/D2 or V1/D1 or VO/DO if the
winner is designated by drawing lots.

Before the competition starts, thiechnical Directoryill decide on

and announce the number of fencers who will be eliminated based on

the general index. This number may not be lowentB8% nor
higher than 30% of the total number of participants in the pools.
After the pools, a single general ranking will be established of all the
fencers who have taken part in the pools, taking account,
successively, of the indic&8M, HST HR, HS.

(V =victories; M =bouts; HS=touches scored;HR=touches
received.)

A summary classification table shall then be made in the following
way:

(a) The results written up on the summary table will be added up 5026

ascertain the two indices required.

(b) The first index, for the initial classification, shall be obtained by
dividing the number of victories by the number of bouts fought,
using the formula//M.

(c) The fencer with the highest index (maximum 1) will be seeded
first.

(d) In cases of equality ithis first index, and to separate fencers
with equal first indices, a second index will be established, using
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0.25

the formula HST HR, the difference between the total
number of touches scored and touches received.

(e) In cases of equality of the two indiceéM andHST HR, the
fencer who has scored most touches will be seeded highest.

(H In cases of absolute equality between two or more fencers,
their seeding order will be decided by drawing lots.
Should there be absolute equality among the last to qualify
there will not be a barrage, and the fencers with equal
indicators will all qualify, even if they are in excess of the
number decided on.

Withdrawal

A fencer who withdraws, or who is excluded, is scratched from
the pool, and his results are annulledfdne had not taken part.

2. GENERAL RULES FOR DIRECT ELIMINATION

The direct elimination table (bout plan) is established taking
account of the classification table and the special rules for each
competition (see Figure 7a, p. 74). The princidl@rotection of
nationality will not be applied.

The organizers of a competition must publish the direct
elimination bout plan, showing on it the scheduled time for each
bout from the table of 64 onwards.

The direct elimination bouts are for 1&tthes, maximum 9
minutes, divided into three periods of three minutes, with a one
minute rest between each period. As an exception, at saber, the
first period ends either at the expiry of the three minutes or when
one of the fencers has scored eight toacBeiring this rest a
person, named before the bout, may have access to the fencer.

A clock, incorporated into the electrical scoring apparatus, blocks
the latter at the end of each period

The bout ends when:
& One of the fencers has scored 15 touches
0 9 minutes of effective fencing time have passed.

The fencer who has scored the greater number of touches is
declared the winner.

If at the end of regulation time the scores are equal, the fencers
fence for a deciding touch, with a maximum time limftone
minute. Before the fencing recommences the Referee draws lots
to decide who will be the winner if scores are still equal at the
end of the extra minute.

In this case the score recorded on the ssheet is the real score
achieved in the bout.

With drawal

When, for whatever reason, a fencer cannot fence, or cannot
complete his bout, his opponent is declared winner of that bout.
A fencer who withdraws does not lose his place in the overall

classification of the competition.

Order of bouts

In each round of the direct elimination table (256, 128, 64, 32,
16, 8 or 4), the bouts are always called in the order of the bout
plan, starting at the top and ending at the bottom.

This rule must also be applied for each quarter of the table, when
the direct elimination is taking place simultaneously on 4 or 8
strips.

A fencer must always be allowed a rest period of ten minutes
between two consecutive bouts.

The final
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0.27

0.28

0.29

0.30

0.31

0.32

0.33

The final, which is by direct elimination, shall consist of 4 fencers.

Classification

The general classification is obtained as follows:
First: the winner of the bout for the first place
Second: the loser of the bout for the first place

The two fencers who lose the seiinial matches are placed equalg 34
third, when it is not necessaiy separate them.

When it is necessary to separate them, a bout for third and fourth
places will be held between the two losers of the dgrai matches.

The remainder are placed, within each round of the direct
elimination, in accordance with their cldgstion for the
composition of the direct elimination table.

The fencers eliminated in the round of pools are classified accordﬁ’nj"’5
to their classification in this round and they are classed after those
who qualified for the direct elimination.

0.36
A. Mixed Formula
One qualifying round of pools, a preliminary direct elimination
table, a main direct elimination table of 64 fencers to qualify for a
final by direct elimination (Open World Championships and
Open World Cup competitions)

This formula is used fothe individual competitions of the Open 0.
World Championships and for the Open World Cup competitions.

Apart from the details that follow, the general rules for pools and
direct elimination described above apply.

The competition consists of twchases, a preliminary phase and a
main phase, each of which are run on one day.

The 16 fencers actually present who are classed highest in the most
recent official FIE classification are exempt from the preliminary
phaseConfirmation of the presence of tle exempted fencers is

made with the entering of the fencers.

In the case of a tie in the official FIE ranking between two or mo@40
fencers for the 16th exempt place, lots will be drawn to decide which
of these fencers will benefit from exemptifnom the peliminary
phase.

The preliminary phase consists of one round of pools, from which
20% 30% of the participants in the pools are eliminated, based on
the indices of all competing in them, and a preliminary dired.41
elimination table.

After the round of pols, the 16 fencers classed highest on the
general index (cf. 0.19) are exempt from the preliminary direct
elimination table. Should there be a tie between two or more fencers
for the 16th place, their FIE ranking will be used to separate them.

The remaider of the fencers qualifying from the pools will make up

a preliminary integral direct elimination table. This will be based of-42
the indices of the fencers in all the pools (in the case of a tie on
indices, the fencers will be separated by drawing lotsis Table, be

it complete or incomplete, will be fenced until only 32 fencerg 43
remain.

The main phase consists of an integral direct elimination table, which
is fenced on four strips, one quarter of the table per strip. The first
round of the table of64 may, however, if required for the
organization of the competition, be fenced on eight strips.

The seeded fencers exempted from the preliminary phase occupy
places 116 in this table, drawing lots in pairs in the order of their
official FIE classificatio.

Should one of the fencers whose participation was confirmed the day
before not present himself to fence (cf.0.31) his position in the table
will remain empty and his federation will be required to pay a fine of
FF1000 to the FIE. This penalty will nopply if his absence is
caused by circumstances outside his control that occur after the
initial roll call.

The 16 fencers who have the highest indices after the round of pools
and who are thus exempt from the preliminary direct elimination

0.37
0.38
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table will take places 1732, classified in the order of their
indices (in the case of a tie on indices, the fencers will be
separated by drawing lots).

The 32 fencers qualifying from the preliminary direct elimination
table will occupy places 384, classified accordingo their
indices after the round of pools.

There will be no bout for the third place. The two fencers who
lose the serriinal matches will be placed equal third.

B. Mixed Formula

One qualifying round of pools, a direct elimination table to

qualify for a final by direct elimination (Junior and Cadet

World Championships and Junior World Cup competitions)

This formula is used for the individual competitions of the Junior
and Cadet World Championships and the Junior World Cup
competitions.

Apartfrom the details that follow, the general rules for pools and
direct elimination described above apply.

The competitions are run on one single day per weapon.

The competition consists of one round of pools, in which all the
fencers present talgart, and an integral direct elimination table.

When drawing pools in the World Cadet Championships, the
Technical Directorywill take account of the following orders of
strength:

1. The top 8 in the previous ye
2. The 64highest ranked in the World Junior Cup

3. Thoseplacedi B2 i n the previous yee

Championships
4. Those ranked in the World Junior Cup, placed 65 onwards
5. The seeding provided by the national federations
6. The DTO6s deci sion

All the fencers qualifying from the round of pools are placed in a
direct elimination table, complete or incomplete, according to the
indices resulting from the pools. This table is fenced right
through to the final.

From the last 32 the direct elimination boutd take place on 4
strips, with each quarter of the table fenced on one strip.

There will be no bout for the third place. The two fencers who
lose the serdiinal matches will be placed equal third.

CHAPTER 6. TEAM COMPETITIONS

A. Open and Junior Warld Championships (and Olympic
Games) team events

At each weapon teams consist of three fencers, with or without a
reserve.

A team may only begin a match if it is complete.

a) The competition is run by integral direct elimination with a
direct elimination table which may be incomplete (see Figure
7b, p. 75).

b) At the Open World Championships the teams will occupy the
places in the table according to the most recent official team
ranking of the FIE, drawing lots in pairs (this will be done on
the day before the team championships). The teams that are not
classified will occupy the last places in the table, and will be
separated by drawing of lots. All places in the table up to 16 th
place will be fought for. From 17 th place onwards teams will be
classified, within each round of the table, according to their
initial place in the table.

¢) At the Junior World Championships the teams will occupy
places in the table according to their ranking. This ranking is
arrived at by adding together the posisabtained by their best
three team members in the Junior individual event. On the other
hand, if a fencer did not take part in the individual competition,
but is participating in the team event, he will be assigned points
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equal to the total number of feers appearing in the adjusted
individual junior ranking plus one.
The first four places will be fought for. From 5 th place onwards
teams will be classified, within each round of the table, according to
their initial place in the table.
All places in theable up to 16th will be fought for. From 17th place
onwards the teams will be classified according to their initial index
in the table.

0.44 The formula for the competition is as follows.
1. The relay formula applies to all weapons.

2. The three fencersf one team fence the three fencers of the
opposing team (9 relay bouts).

3. The bouts of each match have to be fought in the following

order:
36 52
511 1i4
214 6i2
6i1 3i5
34
If this order is altered, intentionally or unintentionalyl, the 0.45

touches scored since the modification are annulled and the
match is resumed in the correct order.

0.46
4. The position of each team on the match sabhreet is decided
by drawing lots. The order of the individual fencers is decided
by the team captas.

5, Each 6l apb6 (bout) of the relay
10, 15, 20, etc.); the maximum time for each bout is 3 minutes.

6. The first two opponents fence until one of them has scored fiye,;
touches, within the time limit of 3 minutes. '

The next two opponents fence until one of their scores has
reached ten touches, within the time limit of 3 minutes, and so
on with successive bouts, cumulatively, of five touches.

7. If by the expiration of 3 minutes of fencing time the intended
score for tle bout has not been achieved, the next two fencers
take up the score where it was left off and fence up to the
maximum score iended for their bout as normal, within the’
time limit of 3 minutes

8. The winning team is that which first reaches the maxn score
of 45 touches, or that which has scored the greatest number of
touches after the expiration of regulation time.

9. If at the end of regulation time for the last bout the scores are
equal, the match continues for a deciding touch, with g4
maximumtime limit of one minute, fought for by the fencers of
the last bout in the match. Before the fencing recommences the
Referee draws lots to decide who will be the winner if scores
are still equal at the end of the extra minute.

10. In the course of a mdicthe captain of a team may ask to
substitute for a fencer the reserve nominated before the start of
the match. This substitution may only be made at the end of a
bout. The fencer who has been replaced may not fence again
during that match in order to rgqgle a fencer on the strip, even
in the case of an accident or unavoidable circumstances. The
announcement that a fencer is to be substituted, which must be
reported by the Referee to tAechnical Directoryand to the
opposing team captain, must be madehat latest before the
beginning of the bout preceding the next bout of the fencer who
is to be replaced.

If an accident occurs in the bout which follows the request for a

substitution, the team captain may annul that request.

If the captain of the opysing team has also requested a

substitution, this substitution may be implemented or cancelled.
11. If a member of a team is obliged to retire during a match as the

result of an accident which has been duly recognized by a

medical representative of théE; the captain of his team may
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ask to put in a reserve to continue the match at the point
where the competitor who was obliged to retire withdrew,
even during a bout in progress.

However, a competitor who is thus replaced cannot again
take his place ithe team during the same match.

12. If both a fencer and the reserve, if any, are forced to retire,
or if a fencer is excluded, their team has lost the match.

13. When for any reason whatever a team does not complete an
event in which it is taking parthe Technical Directorywill
apply the rules laid down for a competitor who does not
complete an event in an individual competition, each team
being considered in its entirety as being a single competitor.

14. When a team fails to appear against anothamtet is
considered:

1. as not completing the event in which it is taking part, if it
has already fenced against another team (cf. 0.25);

2. as not competing at all in the event, if it is its first match.

B. Open World Cup team competition

Apart from the following aspects, the competition is run in
accordance with rules laid down for the team events in the Open
World Championships.

All the places in the DE

table will be fenced out.

If a team does not begin a match they will be disqualifiechf

the competition and thus will not receive any World Team Cup
points tuiless thisdshecausetotan ipjdry of ilingss, duty atieste
by the duty doctor

The teams will be placed in the direct elimination table
according to the current official tearmnking of the FIE

(Cf.0.89). The teams that are not classified will occupy the last
places in the table, and will be separated by drawing of lots.

The table will be drawn up based on the ranking of the teams
present at 6pm (18.00hrs) on the eve of the @titipn.

CHAPTER 7. ORGANIZ ATION OF
OFFICIAL FIE COMPETITIONS

A. COMMON CONDITIONS
(a) Program of competitions

8 The programof fencing events at the Olympic Games currently

compriseden events. Any change in the number of events must
be approved ythe Congress.

The program of the Open World Fencing Championships
comprises twelve events, six individual and six te&mmale

foil, female foil, male épée, female épée, male sabre and female
sabre

The program of the Junior and Cadet World Fencing
Champonships comprises twelve individual events (six junior
and six cadet), and six junior team eveitsat male foil, female
foil, male épée, femaleépée, male sabre and female sabre. These
begin with the cadet events, followed by the individual junior
eventsand lastly the junior team events.

The organizes must submit theprogram of events to the
Executive Committee for its approval.

(b) Venues, installations, equipment, accreditation, circulation
of people in the competition enclosure, administrative
organization of the Organizing Committee, personnel, various
publications and the official program
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The Organiang Committee must take note of the instructions in the
Speci fications (6Cahi er des
competition

(c) Entries by member federations
1. Official invitation

For all the official competitions of the FIE except the Olympic
Games, the official invitation is the letter in which theganiing
federation invites every FIE member federation to take part in the
Champonships.

For the World Championships, this invitation must be sent to all the

member federations, without exception, at least six months before

the competitions.

For World Cup competitions, it must be sent out at least one month
before the competition inugstion.

2. Advanceprogram

0.51 A brochure, comprising atadvanceprograndof the Championships,

0.52

0.53

0.54

must be sent to the member federations together with the official
invitation. It should contain at least the following information:

(a) the official name fothe Organizng Committee, postal address,
telegraph address and telephone and fax numbers;

(b) the proposed timetable;
(c) organiational details;
(d) information on means of transport, visas, customs duties, etc.;

(e) information on hotels, their prictheir location relative to the
competition venue.

3. Entry forms
Commitment to take part in the World Championships

The forms must be sent to all federations at the same time as the

official invitation. The federations must indicate their intentton
participate three months before the beginning of
Championships.

Entries for World Championships

the

Three months before the start of the events, the federations will

receive arentryform from the Orgarding Committee, on which they
arerequired o specify thenumberof fencers and teams participating
ineach event of the

compet i thé on 6 s(d) pge ofpartigipants t wo

After the deadlinefor entries indicated on the FIE website, there

C h acandpe r® fujther adgiomal énfriés mor theavithdzasval bf a nangep e

excepti n cases of properly aut |
ma j e ulHosvéver, before the Tuesday preceding the
competition:

0 A fencermay bereplacedby another. To do this, the national
federations must send thet FIE, in writing (fax or email),
arequest for a fencer to be replaced.

0 Oneor more fencers may be addem payment to the FIE of
a fine of 150 Euros per fencer added. To do this, the
nationalfederations must send to the FIE, in writing (fax or
e-mail), arequest to add a fencer, together with a copy of
the bank transfefior the appropriate fine.

From the Tuesday preceding the competition, if a fencer is
withdrawn because of injury or 'force majeure’, the national
federationsmug inform the FIE and th organiers. The fencer
cannot be replace(from 200708 season; until then the text
remains "In case® f injury or 6force |
World Championshipwill apply").

In the case of team competition entries, the names of the fencers
making p the team may be modified up until midday on the day
before the competition, by informing the orgzers.

Corfirmation of the presencef the fencers and teams is made at
the time the fencers and teams are entered.

Should a fencer or team who have beeerednot present
themselvego fence their federation will be penalised witHfiae

of 500 Euros/750 Swiss francs, payable to the FIE, except in
casesoproperly authenticated inj
For Grand Prix competitions and Team World @ompetitions

as the referees are designated by the FIE, the delegatiomstare
required to provide referees.

The organiers of all official competitions must, at risk of a
penalty ofa fine of 1000 Euros/1500 Swiss francs, refuse the
entry of anyfences not appearing on lists conforming with the
above,any entrynot requested by a federation and any entry of
either fencer or referemot in possession of an FIE licence valid
for the current season.

mont hs before

start of the events. No additional entry of fencers will be acceptecs5 Apart from for the WorldJunior and Cadet Championships and

after this date.
The entry of fencers and teams by name is tanbde via the FIE

website. This entry of the names of the fencers and all possible
substitutes, and the entry of teams, must be made fifteen days before

the first event of the Championships at the latest.

After the cut-off datefor entriesindicated on thé-IE website, there .56

can be no further additional entries nor any withdrawal of a name.

Nevertheless one or more fencers may be added, up until 10.00am on

the day before the competition, after payment to the FIE of a fine of
150 euros per fencer added To ttis the national federation must

address a request to the FIE to add a fencer, together with the

paymentequivalent to the fine.

Changes of name®nly with the agreement of the FIE and only for
reasons of o6force maj eur éhoas
before each event.

Entries by name forSenior and Junior World Cup competitions,
Satellite competitions and Zonal Competitions.

The entry of the namesf the fencers and all possible replacements,
and the entry of teams, must be made viaRHe website 7days
before the competition at the latesincquding for satellite
competition$. - from 200708 season; until then 8 days for Satellite
competitions, 15 days for all otherSor Zonal competitionsboth
senior and junior, the entries of tf@cers and of the teams must be
made via the FIE website 7 dgjwom 200708 season; until then,15
days)before the first event dhe Championships at the latest.
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the competitions of the Junior World Cup, there is no maximum
age limit for competitors.

No fencer is allowed to take part in an official event of the FIE
unless he or she is at least 13 years old in 1 January in thefyear
the competition.

Technical management of major competitions

Apart from the specific areas of competence which are the
responsibility of the other technical officials, the technical
management of majarompetitions is entrusted to tierectoire
Technique whose compositioand nomination must respect the
specific rules for each competition.

1. Nomination

57 Thﬁ P g/ectowech(Wnlqgena]I WorIdDCémanmlgnahéos t o

(@) The technlcabrganlatlon of World Champlonshlps and
Olympic Games is undertaken hyDirectoire Technique of six
members of different nationalities, one of whom must represent
theorganiing country.

(b) The Directoire Techniqués composecbf people who are
experiencedat organting competitions. It isappointedby the
ExecutiveCommitee of the FIE.

(c) The President of the Directoire Technique is appointed from
among its members, also by the Executive Committee of the
FIE.
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(d) Should there be a tied vote among the members of the Directoire  begin from the start of the competition and applies to fencers

Technique, the President of the Directoire Airdque has the casting who have finished fencing.
vote.
For World Cup competitions, Directoires Techniques are appointed B. OPEN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

by theorganiing committees, in accordance with tiudes specified
in Article 0.78below.

3. Entries

2. Functions 0.65 The Open World Championships are openall FIE member
The functions of the Directoire Technique include tstrict but federations.
completeorganiation of the different gvents and the obllgatlon to Entries are limited to four fencers per weapon per nation for the
see that the Rules are adhered to; they cannot decide on any jgividual events and one team per weapon per nation for the
departure from the Rules except when circumstances arise in which  ;oam events.
it is absolutely impossible to apply them.

. . . ) . . 4. Referees
The Directoire Technique is responsible for the technical 66 Ref . t World Ch ionshios i ied out b ¢
organiation of the competitions and for ensuring their smooth: etereeing at vvorid Lhampionsnips 1S carried out Dy reterees
runnin chosen g the Executive Committee of the FIE at the proposal of

g. i i |

) the Refereeing Committee. Re
Hence: o . lodging costs are paid by therganiing committee, who in
() It checks technical installations; return will receive all the entry fees. Referees must attend the
(b) It checks the entries; refereeing meetinghat takes place the day befattee World
(c) It draws up the pool sheets and direct eliminatiobleta Championships.
according to the rules for individual and team events; 5. Invitations for international officials
(d) It allocates referees at the suggestion of the Refereeing delegai®7 Any proposed candidature fororganiing the World
as well as the pistes; Championships must be studied at the venue concerned by an ac
(e) It supervises the start and progress of the event on the various hoc delegation designated by the Exa@itCommittee, at the
pistes; invitation of the candidatfederation.
(f) It examines Comp|am and solves them; The organiz'ng committee of the World Championships, who
(g) It checks results with the help of teganiing Committee: will receive qll the entry fees frpm_ the partmnpatmg.delegat.lons,

| h b Hiciently in ad b must, at their own expense, invite the following international
(h) It prepares the su sequent events sufficiently in advance to be  icig|g (touristclass return air fare, accomodation and daily
able to warn the fencers, officials and judges; allowances):
(i) It supervises the dissemination of results. o 1. The President of the FIE or his representative, who presides over
Furthemorethe Directoire Technlque hahSCIpllnary reSpOﬂSlblllty the World Championships and, in particu|ar’ controls the
at competitions; Article t.97 defines the extent of its authority. smooth running of the Directoire Technique.
2. A head ofrotocol designated by the President of the FIE.

(e) Operation 3. Six members of the Directoire Technique appointed by the
The members of the Directoire Technique cannot act in any other ~ Executive Committee of the FIE, of whom one must belong to
capacity at the meeting, such as teamtaiap official delegate of theorganiang country.
their federation, referee, competitor, etc. (except at World Cup4. Three members of the SEMI Committee, appointed by the
competitions). Executve Committee of the FIE.
The Directoire Technique must always attend events from beginnings. Four members of the Refereeing Committee, one of whom is

to end, so as to solve any problem which could arise and thus ensure  designated principal delegate, appointed by the Executive
that he event continues to run smoothly. Committee of the FIE.

All the decisions of the Directoire Technique must be displayed6. Two members of the Medical Committee, appointed by the
sufficiently in advance on a clearly visible notioeard to be Executive Committee of the FIE.

consulted by the fencers and officials. In principle, fencers and7 The referees designated by the Executive Committee (maximum
officials are informed byheir heads of delegations or captains, and 34).
they may not lay a complaint against changes in the timetable or any

other matter about which information has been displayed at the
required time.

For the World Championships and the Olympic Games theire 0.68 The Regional Gamea®cognize by the FIE are the same as those
Technique must meet at least 24 hours before the first event to draw recognizé by the International Olympic Committee, when

C. REGIONAL GAMES

the first round of pools of the first event. fencing is on theprogram(e.g. the Mediterraaan Games, the
When the Directoire Technique has to make a judgement in the case ParAmerican Games, the Central American and Caribbean
of an appea| against a refmecision, the decisions of eth Games, etC.) and also in addition the Commonwealth Games.
Directoire Technique may be made by the majority of the members  The Rules of the FIE are obligatory in cases which are not
present (who must be at least three) at the moment of the appeal. provided for by the Rules for Regional Games adopted by the
(f) Supervision by the FIE Internatonal OlympicCommittee.

With the aim of ensuring that the rules are observed, the President
and the members of théentral Office of the FIE have the right to

attend all meetings of the Directoire Technique. The Directoire (a) Technical delegates of the FIE

Technique is obliged to give them notice of such meetings. 0.69 The Technical delegate of the FIE, who represents the FIE in
accordance with the Olympic Rules for Regional Games, will be

(9) Anti-doping testing chosen by the President of the FIE, either from among the

An antidoping test must be carried out at all officiahtpetitions of members b the Executive Committee, or from among the

the FIE in accordance with the regulations in Article t.129. It may ~ membres dHonneur, the members of the Committees of the FIE
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or the Presidents of national federations who live at a reasonablé5 The title &orld Cup Competitiod applies to the following

distance from the Regional Games.

The expenses incurred by this representative i@bciass air fare,
hotel and board) will be paid by ti@rganizng Committee.

(b) Technical officials and referees

The Olympic Rules for Regional Games stipulate that the control of
all the technicalorganiation of the Games, including appointing

competitions:

0 The individual competitions of the Open World Cup and the
GrandPrix competitions

0 The competitions of the Junior World Cup
0 The competitions of the Team World Cup
2. Criteria

referees and officials, must be entrusted to the internatiora’6 (&) Admission

federations. TheOrganiing Committee must pay the expenses
(touristclass air fare, hotel and board) for the following officials:

1. Directoire Technique Two foreign members if the Directeir
Technique has three members; five foreign members if there are six
members.

The Directoire Technique is appointed by the Executive Committee
of the FIE after consultation with tt@@rganizng Committee.

2. Checking of Equipmen©One or two representativef the SEMI
Committee, depending on the importance of the fencing events at the
Games. These representatives are appointed by the Executive
Committee of the FIE after consultation with th®@rganiing
Committee.

3. Refereeing delegate A representative ofthe Refereeing
Committee, appointed by the Executive Committee of the FIE after
consultation with th©rganiing Committee.

4. Neutral refereesTwo or three international referees, depending
on the importance of the event, from countries outside therreg

the Games, appointed by the Executive Committee of the FIE after
consultation with th®©rganiang Committee.

D. JUNIOR AND CADET WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

3. Entries

The Junior and Cadet World Championships are open to all FIE
member federations. BEres are limited to three fencers per weapon
per nation for the individual events and one team per weapon per
nation for the team events.

4. Age of the competitors

Competitors in the World Junior Championships, individual and
team,must be less thaR0 years of age on 1 January of the year in
which theWorld Junior Championship is held.

Competitors in the World Cadet Championships must be less than
years of age on 1 January of the year in which the World Ca
Championships held.

5. Referees

Refereeing at World Junior and Cadet Championships is carried out
by referees chosen by the Executive Committee of the FIE on the
proposalof the Refereeing Committee. Refer@ésvel and board
and lodgingcosts are paid by therganiing committee, wh in
return will receive althe entry fees.

Referees must attend the refereeing meeting that takes place the day
before the World Championships.

6. Invitations for international officials

Theorganiing committee of the World Championships, whoeige

all the entry fees from the participating delegations, must, at their
own expenseinvite the same list of international officials (tourist
class returrair fare, accomodation and daily allowances) as is set out
(cf. 0.69) forthe Open World Champiships.

A competition can only be classed or kept as a World Cup
competitionif it satisfies the following criteria.

& Participation must include fencers:

A from at | e a st openicgripdtitions éanu n |
Europe;
A from at least five countri
Europe;
A from at least five countri
& Participation must include a minimum of:
A ten fencers |listed ingofthe he

FIE and representing at least five different countries for open
competitions in Europe (no requirement for competitiontside
Europe).

& The competition must be attended by at least four FIE A or B
Grade referees of different nationalities.

8 The Rules of the FIE must be faithfully applied, as well as
the specification for World Cup competitions. The
organizes must use automatic judging equipment of
which the prototype has beapproved by the SEMI.

& The final (4 or 8) must take place in dlha which there is
spaceallocated to the public.

& There must be a sufficient number of pistes to allow the first
roundto take place in no more than two series of pools.

& During the finals, theorganizes must display signs on the
pisteindicating thenames and nationalities of the fencers.

& For the presentation of the prizes, the protocol rules of the
FIE must be applied (cf. FIE Administrative Rules).

8 There must be a medical doctor present on the premises of
thecompetition for the whole duratiasf the competition.

& There must be an ardioping test conforming to the
regulationsof the FIE (cf. t.129).

é)(lj? (b) TheSupervisor

The organizes of World Cup events, individual and team, must

ensure the presence afSupervisonf the FIE from a couny

otherthan that of theorganizes, whose task it will be to verify

that thecompetition properly fulfils the World Cup criteria.

The travel, board and lodging costs of thegpervisorare the

responsibilityof the organizes, in accordance with the stards

updatedfrom time to time by the Executive Committee of the

FIE.

This Supervisoiis either:

- amember of a FIE Commission,

- amember of the FIE Executive Committee;

- a member of a group of persons, appointed by the Executive
Committee, available and exp&nced at organizing
competitions.

He is appointed by the Executive Committee of the FIE, at
the suggestion of the FIE Bureau.

0.78 (c) The Directoire Technique

E. WORLD CUP COMPETITIONS

1. Introduction
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The Directoire Techniqushall consist of three suitable members
from the organizing countryr invited by it.
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(From 200708) For Grand Prix competitionsthe competition 0.82
supervisordesignated by the Executive Committee of the FIE, shall

also be president of the Directoire Technique.

3. Participation
0.79 1. For Individual Category A competitia both Senior and Junior, at

each weapon, each national federation may enter a maximum of 12

fencers. The orgaring country (competitions in Europe) may enter
up to 20 fencers plus the number needed to make up the pools.

2. For Individual Category A copetitions outside Europe, the

organking country may enter up to 30 fencers plus the number

neededo make up the pools.
3. For Grand Prix competitionsentries are limited to a maximum of

8 fencers per weapon per country. The organizing country may enter
up to 12 fencers, plus the number of fencers needed to make up the

pools, up to a maximum of 20 fencers.

4. For Zonal Championships, both Senior and Junior, each national

federation may enter:

The fencers who are of an age to qualify for the next World Junior

a maximum of 4 fencers per weapon in the individual

compettions.

One team (consisting of 3 fencers with or without a reserve) per

weapon in the team competitions.

Championshipsnay fence in the Junior World Cup competitions of

thefencing ®ason.

4.Referee®dd A Grade and Candidate A Grade competitionsand
Grand Prix

0.81 1. The numberof FIE A or B Gradereferees(cf. t.35) that must

accompany teams to A Grade competitions is:

1i 4 fencers No obligation to provide a referee
5i 9 fencers Onereferee
10 or more fencergwo referees

2. Grand Prix competitions

For the competitions for which referees are designated by the

Executive Committee (Grand Prix), at the proposal of the
Refereeing Commissioand in consultation with the orgaers,
delggations will nothave to bring refereeSeven refereewill be
designated by thé&Executive Committee, at the expense of the
organiers, who in returrwill charge an entry fee of 100 Swiss
francs.

The orgargers will thus have at their disposal at leasesereferees

designated by the FIE, plus at least five referees designated by the

organging country, at its convenience.
The orgargers must arrange raeeting of the refereds take place
the day before the Grand Prix competition.

3. For A Grade or candate A Grade competitionsshould a

nationalfederation not bring the required number of referees, it will
be chargech fine of 500 Euros/750 Swiss francs if the organizer
was informed 15 days before the competition, or of 1000

Euros/1500 Swiss francstiie organizer was not informed 15 days
before the competition.
This fine must bgaid by the delegation to the organizerho may

keep this amount provided that they ensure the services of the

referee(s) necessary to replace the missing referee(s). imbis f

revertsto the FIEif the organizers do not arrange the presence of
replacemeninternational referees, who may be from the organizing

country.

Under whatever circumstances, if a national federation does not pay

this fine, it musteduce the particip@in of its fencers in conformity
with the quotas (cf. 0.81.1 above).

5. Team World Cup
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1. Application

Team World Cup competitiortake place at the three weapons,
both male and female.

2. Principles

(@) The Team World Cup tournament is composed aof
maximum of six integral competitiongthrough to the first
place). If possibletwo competitions will be orgaméd in
Europe, one in Asia/Oceania, one in America and one in Africa.
Points will be allocatedt the end of each competition. One of
the contirents mayadd one additional competition within the
limits of six competitionper weapon.

(b) The teams are made up thiree fencerswith or without a
substitute.

(c) Each Team World Cup competition is run throughout by
direct elimination and all placesn the table up td6th place
will be fought for. From 17th place onwards teams will be
classifiedaccording to their initial place in the table.

(d) The matches proceed according totdmmrelay formula as
provided for in Article 0.44 of these Rules.

3. Entries

Team entries are open to all countries and limitedrie team
percountry.

6. Individual World rankings
0.83 1 Official individual ranking of the FIE

(& Principles

The official Open ranking of the Fltakes into account the best
six results of the World Cup, Grand Prix or Satellite
competitions in which the fencer has participated, with a limit of
no more than three from any one continent, plus the World
Championships or Olympic Games and the Zonal
Championships.

(b) The official Junior rankg of the FIEtakes into account the
best six results of the World Cup competitions in which the
fencer has participated, with a limit of no more than three from
any one continent, as well as the World Championships and the
Zonal Championships.

(c) For oth Open and Junior rankings, the rankingept up to

date that is, a competition in one year cancels out the
corresponding competition of the previous year, and the points
allocated for a competition cancel out the points attributed to the
same compeion in the previous season. If a competition does
not take place in the current season, the points obtained at the
same competition in the previous season are deleted on the
anniversanof the competition.

(d) In the event of equal pointthe winner ishe one who has
gained the most first places, then second places, etc.
If there is a complete tie, the fencers are ranked equal.

(e) After each World Cup or Grand Prix competition, the
Central Office of the FIipdateghe official FIE ranking.

(f) Except where special rules apply, the officiattopdate FIE
ranking is the deciding factor for all rankings, seedings,
exemptions, etc.

2. Scale of points
(a) The ranking is based on tf@lowing points system

1st place 32 points
2nd place 26 points
3rd placeex aequo 20 points
5thi 8th places 14 points
9thi 16th places 8 points
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17th 32nd places
33rd 64th places

(b) Points obtained

4 points
2 points

competition are as listed above.

(c) Points obtained in &randPrix competition of the FIE and a

in anindividual A Grade World Cup

Zonal Championshipre multiplied by a factor of 2.0.

(d) Points obtained in the individual events of tBpen World
Championships or the Olympic Games and in the Junior World

Championshipsire multiplied by a factor &.0.

(e) At the Olympic Games, fourtblace is awarded 54 points.

(f) Under all circumstances, only fencers who haaetually

participatedn a direct elimination table can receive any points.

3. Honors

The winner(first ranked fencer) of eackeniorofficial ranking of

the FIE will be announced at the end of the Open World

Championships or Olympic Games.
The winner(first ranked fencer) of eaghnior official ranking will
be announced at the end of the Junior World Championships.

7. Team World rankings
0.84 1. Official team ranking of the FIE

(a) Principle
The of fi

ci al

team

ranki ng Iloeft

four resultsin the Team World Cup competitions, witthmeaximum

of two results obtained in the same continental zphes tre Open

World Championships or the Olympic Games athd Zonal

Championships.

(b) The official team ranking of the FIE igpdated on a permanent
basis the event which is held during the current year canceltheut

corresponding event held the year befqust as the pointsbtained

during the new event replace the points obtained/tlae before. If
an event does not take place in the current seabenpoints
obtained at the same event in the previous seasatebted on the

anniversary of the event.

(c) Should several teanfsave the same pointthe same rules shall

apply as for the official FIE individual ranking (cf. 0.83).

(d) Except where special rulepmy, the updated official team

rankingis thedeciding factoffor all rankings, seedingstce

2. Team scale of points
(a) The ranking will be based on the following scale of points:

1st place

64 points

2nd place 52 points

3rd place
4th dace
5th place
6th place
7th place
8th place
9th place

(b) For the Team World Championships, the points indicated above

40 points
36 points
32 points
30 points
28 points
26 points
25 points

are multiplied by two.

(c) Points obtained in a Zonal Team Championship attract a factor

of 1.0.
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10th place
11th place
12th place
13th place
14th place
15th place
16th place
17th 32nd

24 points
23 points
22 points
21 points
20 points
19 points
18 points
8 poirts

0.85 For the scale of points for the Natid&rand Prix at the World

t

3. Honours
The winner(first ranked team) of eadeamofficial ranking of

the FIE will be announced at the end of the Open World

Championshipsr Olympic Games

F.

NATI ONSO

GRAND PRI X

Championshipsand the Olympic Games, please refer to the
Administrative Rules of the FIE.

he
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E
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BOOK 3. MATERIAL RULES

PART1L.FENCERSS® WEAPONSmf‘EIﬁ

EQUIPMENT

CHAPTER 1. WEAPONS

1. CHARACTERISTICS COMMON TO ALL WEAPONS

There are three types of weapon: foil, épée and sabre.

All weapons are authorized providing onlgat they conform to
these regulations and to the safety standards which are attached.
The weapon should be so constructed that it cannot normally injure
either the user or his opponent. All methods of treating a blade
between the guard and the tip (poiay;, grinding, filing or other
methods, are forbidden.

Sharpening the edges or angles of the point is forbidden.

A. General description
All weapons are composed of the following parts.

1. A flexible steel blade completed at its forward extremity by a
point and at the rear by the tang (the latter included in the hilt
when the weapon is mounted).

2. A grip within which the tang of the blade is fixed by a locking nut
or in any other way, and which enables the fencer to hold the
weapon. It may be composeflone or several parts: in the latter
case it is divided into a handle (which is normally held in the
hand) and a pommel (rear portion of the hilt which locks the
handle onto the tang).

3. A metal guard fixed (with the convex face towards the front)
between the blade and the hilt, serving to protect the sword hand.
The guard must contain a padding or cushion (cf. m.5/2) to
reduce the effect of blows. It will also contain a socket to which

the bodycord can be connected.

B. Dimensions(cf. m.7ss, m.15ss, ml2s) m-5

Each weapon has its particular design and measurements.

1. The length of the blade includes the point and everything which
is added in front of the convex surface of the guard whether or
not it is fixed to the latter.

2. The total length of theveapon and its various parts corresponds
to the distances between lines (planes) drawn parallel to each
other and perpendicular to the axis of the blade. These lines are
situated:

0 A at the forward extremity of the weapon

0 B at the point where the bladeaves the front, convex,
surface of the guard

0 C at the back of the aforesaid guard

0 D between the handle and the pommel

0 E at the rear extremity of the grip

3. The total length of the weapon is the distance between lines A
and E; the length of the lda that between A and B; the length of
the
grip that between B and E; and the depth of the guard that
between B and C.

4. The maximum total length of the weapon must be less than the
greatest permissible length for the blade and the hilt added
together. iese two latter lengths must, therefore, complement
each other to arrive at the total length of the weapon.

5. In order to measure either the total length of the weapon or the
length of the blade, it is essential that the latter should be without
any curve When measurements are being made, the blade should
therefore be held straight on a flat surface.
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6. Only the pommel or the locking nut may be placed between
lines D and E.

e grip

e maximum length of the grip at foil and épée Gscin,
measured between lines B and E, and 18 cm, measured
between lines B and D. At sabre the maximum length of the
grip is 17 cm (see Figures 8, 9 and 13, pp. 80, 83, 88).

2. The grip must be able to pass through the same gauge as the
guard. It must be smade that normally it cannot injure either
the user or his opponent.

3. All types of hilts are allowed providing that they conform to
the regulations which have been framed with a view to
placing the various types of weapons on the same footing.
However, at épée, orthopaedic grips, whether metal or not,
may not be covered with leather or any material which could
hide wires or switches.

4. The grip must not include any device which assists the fencer
to use it as a throwing weapon.

5. The grip must not incide any device which can increase in
any way the protection afforded to the hand or wrist of the
fencer by the guard: a cross bar or electric socket which
extends beyond the edge of the guard is expressly forbidden.

6. If the grip (or glove) includes anyedice or attachment or has
a special shape (orthopaedic) which fixes the position of the
hand on the grip, the grip must conform to the following
conditions.

(a) It must determine and fix one position only for the hand

on the grip.

(b) When the hand occugs this one position on the grip, the
extremity of the thumb when completely extended must
not be more than 2 cm from the inner surface of the
guard.

D. The guard (cf. m.9, m.17, m.24)

1. The convex face of the guard must have a shape and surface
which is both smooth and not too bright. It must be so made
that it can neither hold nor
not have a raised rim.

2. Inside the guard there must be a cushion (padding)
sufficiently wide to protect the electric wires fromthee nc e r
fingers. The padding on the inside of the guard must be less
than 2 cm thick and must be arranged in such a way as not to
increase the protection which the guard affords the hand.

The connections must be so arranged that it is impossible for
thefencer to break or make contacts while fencing.

On foils, the wire must be protected by an insulating sheath.

On épées, the two wires must be protected by two insulating
sheaths, one on each wire.

Both the wire and the insulating sheath must go rightoup
the socket.

In no case may uninsulated wires project beyond the point
where they are attached to the socket (cf. m.29, m.31).

3. Any system of attachment inside the guard is allowed,
provided that it conforms to the following requirements.

O It must ke easy to detach or attach the bodycord.

O It must be possible to check it by a simple method such as
using a penknife or a coin.

o1t mu st be easy to apply
opponent 6s weapon to the g
blade.

8 It musthave a security device which makes it impossible
for the contact to be broken during the bout.
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m.6

m.7

m.8

& It must ensure the complete connection of the electric wires;
it must be impossible for even a momentary break of contact
to occur while the plugs are connedt

& It must not include any part which allows electrical contact to
be made between the plug sockets.

4. The maximum electrical resistance allowed for foil and épée is 2

ohms.

Those who wish to assemble electric weapons, but who are not
equipped to undeake electrical tests, are advised that the limits
for the electrical resistance for the circuits laid down for each
weapon have been fixed so that they can be attained by anyone
who is reasonably careful.

They are advised:

o8 thoroughly to deoxidize the external surface of the guard and
the connecting surfaces inside it;

0 not to destroy the insulation of the wires, especially where
they pass along the groove in the blade at the point and at the
guard,;

0 to avoid accumulations of glue in the groovelw blade. m.9

2.FOIL

(a) Weight

The total weight of the foil ready for use must be less than 500 g.
(b) Length

The maximum total length of the foil is 110 cm.

(c) The blade

The blade, which is rectangular in section, must be made of steel
complying with the safety standards described in Appendix A to the

Rules.

The edges must be smoothed off so that they will not cut, and must

be chamfered at an angle of 45°5%, 0.5 mm on each side (1
mm), so that they will neither cut nor becomeatale of cutting.

DIMENSIONS OF THE FOIL
{Articles m.2-m.8)

Max. 110 em

The blade is mounted with the widest face placed horizontally.

The maximum length of the blade is 90 cm (cf. m.3).

The blade should have a flexibility equivalent to a bend of

minimum 5.5 cm and maximum 9.5 cm measured in the

following way.

1. The blade is fixed horizontally at a point 70 cm from the
extremity of the point.

2. A 200 g weight is suspended 3 cm from the extremity of the
point.

3. The bend of the blade is measured at the extremity of the
point between the neweighted and weigted positions (see
Figure 8, p80).

4. The groove in the blade must be uppermost.

The blade should be as straight as possible. Any curve of the
blade must be uniform and the maximum bend must in any
case be less than 1 cm; it is only permitted in theiozs
plane and must be near the center of the blade.

(d) The guard (cf. m.5)

The guard must be able to pass through a straight cylindrical
gauge having a diameter of 12 cm and a length of 15 cm, the
blade being parallel with the axis of the cylinder.

Eccentric mounting is forbidden, that is to say that the blade must
pass through the center of the guard. The diameter of the guard
must be between 9.5 cm and 12 cm

(e) Electric wire

m.10 The foil has a single wire, glued in a groove cut the whole

length of the blade, which permanently connects the pointe
déarr°t to the corresponding

Max. 20 cm Max. 90 cm

FOIL GUARD
(Article m.9)

Minimum: 2.5 cm
Maximum: 12 cm

==
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Lisen

Blade insulation for electric foil (cf. Article m.13)

Centre of the guard
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THE FOIL

The total weight of the foil must be less than 500 g (Article m.6)

Foem

ed batween the

I
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ha Flexibility if) of the foil is defined as h1 - h2,
2009 ity (F) of the foil is defined as ,

1and the

weighted position of the tip

Minimum: 5.5 cm
Maximum: 9.5 cm

Z

Figure 8. Foil dimensions and flexibility

HPointe dbdarr=°t
mll 1.The diameter of the pointe
the diameter of the body of the barrel including its exterior
insulation must not be more than 0.3 mm less than that of the pointe
déarr°t.
2.The pointe
perpendicular to its axis.
Its edge willeither be rounded with a radius of 0.5 mm or have a
chamfer of 0.5 mm at 45°.
3.The pressure

doéarr °t mu st be

required on
than 500 g, that is to say that this weighust be lifted by the

spring of the point. The weight of 500 g supplied by the
Organizing Committee may have a tolerance of = 2 g, i.el 498

502 g.

4. The course or stroke of the
electrical apparatus to register a toucalled thdighting stroke
may be infinitesi mal t he
not be greater thanrbhm.

5. The pointe dbéarr°t must be

places equidistant from each other, or by any other method which
has been approved by the SEMI Committee of the FIE.

6. When not depressed the pointe
body of the foil. When a touch is made, this contact must be
broken.

(g) Method of affixing the barrel

If the base of the barréd not made in one piece with the blade, or if
it does not permit the flattened piece at the tip of the blade to
retained, it must be screwed onto the end of the blade, which must be
cut and threaded for this purpose under the following conditions.
1. Normally, only fixing by metal to metal is allowed. However,
fixing by any insulating material of great mechanical strength

m.12

doa

the p

; %' dh y the Members' ahe
contact and cause the apparatus to register a touch, must be more "*

smooth surfag of 3.5 mm diameter into which it should

¢ ¢ take some forge fof (fig,coripspanding pagt,f the bigde tp

be introduced.

5. When a barrel made of light alloy is used, instructions
should be sought from the SEMI Committee of the FIE.

c y | i6nAftthe poiny at which thevire passes intasther bargele the j s

width of the groove must not exceed 0.5 mm, and its depth
must not exceed 0.6 mm measured on the diameter of the
core of the thread, in order to weaken as little as possible

. the section of the blaqe.t in ord o br e
SEMI' COmmittee of the FIIE or

the Directoire Technique can require the verification of the
above points.

(h) The insulation of the barrel, the blade and the grip

m.13 The body of the barrel and the foil blade for a length of 15 cm
p o fromthe bamdef asmlras the ponerglwi the eedr extremityoofa u s

the handle, must be entirely covered with insulating material

t ot a l(insuating ape egunured papere Selptape,nptastic nthi@ralror °©

varnish).

r et dhe flamgk ofithe sleeve avhich slides i the base ofdhie point a

t he
t han

i s fixed
di ameter

and within whid
smal l er

pointe
t he i

conductive jacket when a touch is made.

3.EPEE
(a) Weight

%14 The total weight bthe épée ready for use is less than 770 g.

(b) Length

m.15 The total maximum length of the épée is 110 cm.

(c) The blade

may be authorized after approval by the SEMI Committee of tt8-16 The blade, which is triangular in section without cutting edges,

FIE.

2. All methods of soldering or brazing or in general any heating
which may affect the temper of the blade are forbidden. Only
solder of very easily melted tin, used with a soldering iron, to
prevent the tip from coming loose, is authorized.

3. The end of the blade before cutting the thread must not have a
diameter at anypoint of less than 3.5 mm, and this without
anything being wrapped round it, a process which is strictly
forbidden.

4. The diameter of the core of the thread must not be less than 2.7
mm (threadSI35 0. 60). The threading
The partof the blade on which the barrel is fixed should be of a
length of 78 mm entirely covered by the barrel. It is
recommended that only the half of this length at the extremity of
the blade be threaded. For the other half the barrel will have a
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is made of steel and must comply with the safety standards
descibed in Appendix A to the Rules.

There are two methods of manufacture (see Figure 9):
d By forging a steel cylinder (see figure a)
d By folding a sheet of steel (see figure b)

It should be as straight as possible and mounted with the
groove uppermost. Anycurve of the blade must be uniform
and the maximum bend must in any case be less than 1 cm; it
is only permitted in the vertical plane and must be near the
center of the blade.

mhe snaximbne lengtle of the btadedgsto@ cm.

The maximum width of any of the tleesides of the blade is 24
mm.
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The blade should have a flexibility equivalent to a bend of 4.5 cm 1. The point is cylindrical. Its front surface is flat and

minimum and 7 cm maximum measured in the following way. perpendicular to its axis. Its edge will either be rounded

1. The blade is fixed horizontally at a point 70 cm from the with a radius of 0.5 mm or have a chamfer of 0.5 mm at 45°
extremity of the point. (see Figure 10, above).

2. A 200 g weightis suspended 3 cm from the extremity of the The diameter of the crown of
point. with a tolerance of £.05 mm. The diameter of the base

3. The bend of the blade is measured at the extremity of the point must not be less than 7.

between the nemeighted and weighted positions (see Figure 9, The flange (collar) which guides thep nt e ddar r °
p. 83). as the insulating washer must be sufficiently recessed in

relation to the crown (it is recommended that it be recessed
(d) The guard (cf. m.5) in diameter by 0.80.5 mm) so that it shall not be possible

m.17 The guard, which must have a circukdge, must be able to pass to cause a touch to be registered merely by sliding the
through a cylindrical gauge having a diameter of 13.5 cm and a depressed pointe dbdarr-°t aga
length of 15 cm, the blade being parallel to the axis of the cylinder. guard (see Figure 11, p. 85) (cf. .67, paragraph 2.a).

The depth of the guard (the distance between lines B and C) mustbe 2. The pressure required on th
between 3 cm and 5.5 cnf.(;.3). complete the circuit in the épée, and thus cause the
The total length between lines A and C must never be greater than apparatus to register a tdyanust be more than 750 g, that

95.5 cm (cf. m.3). is to say that this weight must be lifted by the spring of the
Eccentric mounting is allowed provided the distance between the point.

center of the guard and the point where the blade passes the guard 3. The wei ght wused to check <cor
does not exceed 3.5 cm. consists of a metal cylinder drilled part of the way along its

axis with a hole parallel tds sides; this hole, into which is
inserted the end of the blade, must have an insulating lining
to prevent its metallic parts coming into contact with the
grounded mass of the épée which might then give a false
result to the test.
This weight of 750 g, hich is supplied by the Organizing

(f) Point and barrel Committee, may have a tolerance of + 3 g, i.ei 7538 g.
m.19 The electric barrel is completed by a point which must conform to

the following specifications

(e) Electric wires

m.18 The épée has two electric wires, glued in a groove in the blade,
which connect the point to two of the three sockets situated inside
the guard and which form the active circuit of the épée. The body of
the épée is connected to the thirdhsa.

September 2008 Edition 50



Maxinus 110 cn

|Max. 20 e Maxisus 90 on
— —

1% &0 | oy, 5.6 cm
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ED ¢ B BPEB DIMBNSIONS
Max. 13.5 cm
CROSS-SECTION ECCENTRICITY
OF BLADE OF GUARD
A B § -
Max. 2.4 cm ? Max. 2.4 cm ‘ Max. 3.5 cm
I
CURVATURE OF BLADE  Max 1om

A

THE EPEE

70cm

Q:.m

Flexibility (f) of the épée is defined as h1 - h2,
measured between the unweighted and the
weighted position of the tip

Minimum:4.5 cm

% Maximum: 7 cm

Figure 9. Epee dimensions and flexibility
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e 0.5 mm

Figure 10. Epee design of point

4. The course or stroke adémpletthtee p o i n Adqustidgbtierlighfing stnoke dpyw means @f strewvs or any

circuit in the épée and thus cause the apparatus to register a other external fixing device, once thmoint has been
touch, called thdighting stroke must be greater than 1 mm. The assembled on the weapon, is forbidden.

further course \{Vh ich t he pointe aAdérha screw oMdnilar fixindtdeick is ol allbwed €
than 0.5 mm. (ThlS requwement IS JUSt as esseasidhat for the if it is actua"y part of the assemb"ng of the point

lighting stroke.)

To enable a check to be made on the strip, the total course or
stroke of the point must be greater than 1.5 mm (cf. t.43).

Figure 11. Epee details of tip and point

The head of the screw or fixing\dee must never project beyond 1. Normally, only fixing by metal to metal is allowed.

the flat top surface of the point and its housing in the flat surface However, fixing by ay insulating material of great

may not exceed 2 mm in diameter. mechanical strength may be authorized after approval by
5. The pointe ddarr°t must be r et aithe8EM GommitiearofthefFlEr r el at at | ea

points equally spaced, or by any other system apprdyethe 2. Only solder of very easily melted tin, used with a soldering

SEMI Committee of the FIE. iron, to prevent the tip from coming loose, is authorized.

6. When there is a touch, the electrical contact must be established. 3. The end ofthe blade, before cutting the thread, must not

have a diameter at any point which is less than 4 mm and
this without anything being wrapped round it, a process

which is strictly forbidden.

(g) Method of affixing the barrel

m.20 If the base of the barrel is not made in one piece with the blade, or if
it does not permit the flattened ingé¢ce at the tip of the blade to be .
retained, the barrel must be screwed onto the end of the blade, which 4. The diameter of the core of thread at the end of the blade

must be cut and threaded for this purpose under the following mustnot be les than 3.05 mm (thread S14.0 0. 70) .
conditions. The part of the blade on which the barrel is fixed should be

of a length of Y8 mm entirely covered by the barrel. It is
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