Agenda

Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

July 2, 1999

7:00 pm


Charlotte, NC

The Congress Agenda is divided into the three phases:

· General Information

· Financial Performance & Review 

· Decision

All Congressional Representatives are provided copies of the Board Agenda. To avoid redundancy, confusion and the additional cost of printing and mailing, reports are not attached to this Agenda.   Officer, director and committee reports (required under Bylaws Article VII, Section 4) are referenced to the corresponding Board of Directors Agenda appendix. 

I.   Information

A. Approval of minutes of last meeting

B. Appointment of Parliamentarian

C. Officer and Director Reports: (Please refer to the Index of Appendices)

D. Committee Reports (Please refer to the Index of Appendices)

II.    Financial Performance Review

III.    Discussion and Decision 

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to USFA Board of Directors

Congress determined in 1998 that it would elect its four Directors to the Board by requesting volunteers and nominations from the floor.  Each representative would be allowed four votes and the top four receiving the most votes would serve on the Board as representatives to Congress for the one year term commencing as of the September Board meeting.

B.    Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

1.
Editor, American Fencing Magazine

Motion (Mr. Sullivan):  To confirm the President's appointment of Candi MacConaugha as Editor, American Fencing Magazine for 1998-99.

2.
Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the following appointments of the President to the Hall of Fame Committee: A. Messing - Co-Chair, S. Khinoy - Co-Chair, S. Barth, A. Shaw (advisor)
C.   New Business 
1. Number of Signatures for Petition - The Election Committee recommended that the number of signatures required to nominate an individual as a candidate for National Office be increased from the current 2% of voting members. The matter was discussed by the Board of Directors at it's February meeting, and following discussion deferred action on the issue pending input from Congress on the issue. 

During the discussion before the Board, Mr. Masin explained that the 2% figure could be as few as 160 signatures and that this creates an opportunity for individuals to cause disruption to the USFA by financially harassing the USFA, forcing a contested election with no real opportunity of winning.  Mr. Hurst pointed out that the current requirement also requires geographical distribution, a fact which tends to reduce the opportunity for such a harassing action to succeed.  Moreover, he added that the individuals nominated by the Nominating Committee need only sway 6 of 10 individuals to support them.  The person who might have been supported by the other four members of the Nominating Committee, would have to seek 156 other signatures, not necessarily an easy task.

2. Hall of Fame election. The established procedures, set forth in the Hall of Fame Committee report from July, 1997, calls for Congress to vote on nominations for induction in 2000 and to discuss recommendations for candidates for induction in 2001.  These procedures are:

I. The Hall of Fame Committee shall solicit recommendations from the USFA membership and from the Congress at its Summer meeting. At each such meeting, the Committee shall arrange to distribute

1) The current Hall of Fame member list

2) The Committee’s nominations for that  year’s voting (that is 1999 induction from a 1998 meeting) with supporting materials.

The agenda for this meeting should allow for time

1) for recommendation from the floor

2) discussion and voting on the nominations for induction in the following year

II. The Committee will research and evaluate all recommendations and nominate no more than six. The names of the nominees, with supporting materials, will be presented to the Annual Meeting of the Congress for votes on each nominee. 

1) The balloting will be secret

2) No one may be elected without a majority vote from those present

3) No more than the top three nominees of those with a majority may be elected in any year unless there is a tie for the third position

III. Induction will take place at the annual meeting of Congress in the year following the election. 

3. Consideration of the current policy regarding Professionals fencing in USFA competitions. The President refers to Congress the question of whether the existing policy regarding the participation of Professionals in USFA competitions continues to serve the needs of the organization. The current policy is as follows: 

· USFA Bylaws Article VIII Section 18(d) provides that

“Professionals shall be permitted to compete only under such rules and conditions as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe.”

· The Board of Directors has permitted all professionals who are competitive USFA members to compete in all USFA Tournaments with the exception of the individual national championships.  At this time, National Championships includes Division I, IA, II, III Nationals, age group Nationals, and qualification tournaments to the Nationals.

· Fencing in competitions sponsored by other organizations will not result in disciplinary action against USFA members.

· Professionals are fencers who receive cash prizes for placement in competition or compensation for coaching a fencer for competition.

These rules do not apply to tournaments specifically for Veterans.

4. Election of Nominating Committee. "Article XII of the USFA Bylaws provides, in part, 'At the Annual Meeting of the Congress in the calendar year immediately preceding that in which the Olympic Games, at which fencing is contested, are to be held, there shall be elected by the Congress a Nominating Committee which shall nominate candidates for the offices of President, each of the Vice President positions, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Nominating Committee shall be constituted with one representative from each Section elected by the Congress from the whole of the membership of the USFA.'"

