Minutes

Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

June 30, 2000




Austin, Texas
Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM

Prior to meeting Mr. Alperstein appointed a committee of Steve Sobel, Cody Mattern and Irwin Bernstein to review the credentials of several representatives from Congress to determine their eligibility to vote at this meeting.  After brief deliberations, the committee reported that all were accepted.  Motion to accept recommendation carried.
Attendance:  

USFA Officers:  Donald Alperstein, President; Edwin Hurst, Vice President; Ralph Zimmerman, Vice President; Sherry Posthumus, Vice President;  Robert Prifrel, Treasurer; Michael Sullivan, Secretary

Members of Congress: Gerald Antonellis, NewEng; Jerry Benson, OK; Robert Block, CO; Shawn Brooks, NoEast; Lawrence Calhoun, SoCAL; Elise Clement, KS; Kimberly Coffey, AL; Robert Colclaser, NewEng; Gary Copeland, CO; Marc Courtney, MtnVal; Philip Daly, LI; Linda Dunn, SoCAL; Leia Erickson, GA; Sydney Fadner, NewEng; Robert Fiegel, OK; Raymond Finkelman, CAP, Rich Georgia, NewEng; Rick Estes NoEast; Bruce Gilman, LI; Charles Greene, WPA; Maureen Griffin, NoCal; Julie Haase, WestWA; William Hall, NewEng; Katherine Hanne, MN; Paul Harris, NewEng; Susan Hurst, SD; Douglas Jauer, IA; Stacey Johnson, SoTX; Edward Kane, Cen PA; Patrick Kelly, KY; George Kolombatovich, MET; John Krauss, NoEast; Andrea Lagan, CO; Karen Lauze, NoeEast; Carl Liggio, MD; David Livengood, CAP; Catherine Marchand, PHIL; Cody Mattern, OR; Justin Meehan, LI; Linda Merritt, NewEng; David Micahnik, PHIL; Hollie Noble, VA; Bonnie Providenza, OR; Ruth Rechsteiner, NoTX; Russell Redding, WestWA; Alexander Ripa, NewEng; James Rose, NewEng; Alexandre Ryjik, VA; Edward Sady, VA; Michael Shearer, CLMBS; Ted Smith, MtnVal; Don Snyder, SoCAL; Ro Sobalverro, MN; Paul Soter, NoCAL; Jill St. Jacques, NewEng; Darin Swain, AK; Helen Thouless, WestWA; Angela Torress, LA; James Vesper, MI; Norma Vincent, OR; Ruby Watson, MET; Franklin Wharton, VA;  Guests:  Larry Dunn, SoCAL; Sara Kass, NoOH; Eric Dew NoCal; Richard Miller,GA; Christopher Leethagen, MN; Tam Snyder, SoCAL; Barbara Lynch, NJ; Richard Gradkowski, MET; Robert Amoda, NJ
Others:  Michael Massik, Executive Director; Stephen Sobel, General counsel; Irwin Bernstein, Budget Director

There was a moment of silence in memoriaum to Uriah Jones, Jr., Tony Orsi, and Scott Breckinridge.

Mr. Alperstein announced that for the fourth consecutive year, the Boston Fencing Club won the award of a round trip air certificate on United Airlines for the largest increase in USFA membership.

I.   Information

A. Approval of minutes July 2, 1999 meeting. Motion to approve carried.
B. Appointment of Parliamentarian.  Motion to approve Mr. Sobel carried.
C. Officer and Director Reports: (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices).  There were no questions.
D. Committee Reports (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices)  There were no questions.
II.    Financial Performance Review (Budget reports included with Board Agenda)  There were no questions.
III.    Discussion and Decision 

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to USFA Board of Directors

Motion:  To adopt the same electoral procedures used last year (i.e., each member of Congress may cast four votes among the nominated candidates).

Motion carried.

Nominations from the floor:

George Masin

Andrea Lagan

Buzz Hurst

Linda Merritt

Dave Micahnik

Mr. Kolombatovich spoke for Mr. Masin who was not present at the meeting.  Others addressed the Congress themselves.
After counting of the ballots, Mr. Masin, Mr. Micahnik, Ms. Merritt and Ms. Lagan were elected as the Representatives to the Board of Directors for the 2000-2001 term year.

A motion to destroy the ballots carried.

B.    Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

1.
Editor, American Fencing Magazine

Motion (Mr. Sullivan):  To confirm the President's appointment of Meg Galipault as Editor, American Fencing Magazine for 2000-2001. (Resume and letter of recommendation attached).

Motion to approve carried unanimously.

2.
Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the following appointments of the President to the Hall of Fame Committee: A. Messing - Co-Chair, S. Khinoy - Co-Chair, S. Barth, A. Shaw (advisor).

Motion to approve carried.

C.  Election of United States Fencing Foundation Trustees  (According to the USFF bylaws, Article VI:    “BOARD OF TRUSTEES -  The control and management of the affairs of the Corporation and of the disposition of its funds and property shall be solely vested in a Board of Trustees consisting of five members of the United States Fencing Association elected for a four year term by the Congress of the United States Fencing Association in the same year as the Association's national elections. At the time of their election, two of the trustees must be nationally elected officers of the United States Fencing Association and the other three must be members of the Association but may not be nationally elected officers. Should the officer, non-officer, or member status of any trustee change during the four year term, the trustee shall be automatically removed."

Mr. Alperstein advised the Congress that according to the USFF  bylaws, two must be national officers and three may not be.   Officers for the USFF are elected from their own members.


Nominations:
USFA Officers:   
Michael Sullivan



Sherry Posthumus

 
Non- Officers:

Irwin Bernstein



Robert Prifrel



Steve Sobel

Motion to approve carried by acclamation.

D.   New Business 
1.   Hall of Fame election. 

It was announced that the induction of Jana Angelakis, Uriah Jones and Odon Niederkirchner, the 2000 honorees elected in 1999, would take place at a dinner on July 4, 2000, in Austin at which time the 2001 honorees would be announced  

OPEN FLOOR FOR CONGRESS:

Linda Dunn expressed concern about the terms of members of Congress in juxtaposition with the time that elections are held.   Mr. Alperstein advised that Divisions can have elections any time they want.

Meeting adjourned at 9:07

