Agenda

Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

July 6, 2001




Sacramento, CA
The Congress Agenda is divided into the three phases:

· General Information

· Financial Performance & Review 

· Decision

All Congressional Representatives are provided copies of the Board Agenda. To avoid redundancy, confusion and the additional cost of printing and mailing, reports are not attached to this Agenda.   Officer, director and committee reports (required under Bylaws Article VII, Section 4) are referenced to the corresponding Board of Directors Agenda appendix. 

I.   Information
A. Approval of minutes June 30,2000 meeting

B. Appointment of Parliamentarian

C. Officer and Director Reports: (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices)

D. Committee Reports (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices)

II. Financial Performance Review (Budget reports included with 

Board Agenda)

III.    Discussion and Decision 

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to USFA Board of Directors

Congress determined in 1998 that it would elect its four Directors to the Board by requesting volunteers and nominations from the floor.  This same procedure has been used in each subsequent year.  Each representative would be allowed four votes and the top four receiving the most votes would serve on the Board as representatives to Congress for the one year term commencing as of the September Board meeting.

B.    Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

1.
Editor, American Fencing Magazine

Motion (Mr. Anthony):  To confirm the President's appointment of Meg Galipault as Editor, American Fencing Magazine for 2001-2002. 

2.
Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the following appointments of the President to the Hall of Fame Committee: A. Messing - Co-Chair, S. Khinoy - Co-Chair, S. Barth, A. Shaw (advisor)

3. Board of Directors Appointment

Motion (Mr. Anthony):  To confirm the President’s appointment and continuing terms of Marty Lang, Phil Reilly, and Ed Ballinger.

(2000 Letter of reference attached)

C.   New Business 
1.   Hall of Fame election. The established procedures, set forth in the Hall of Fame Committee report from July, 1997 and continued each subsequent year since, calls for Congress to vote on nominations for induction in 2000 and to discuss recommendations for candidates for induction in 2001.  These procedures are:

I. The Hall of Fame Committee shall solicit recommendations from the USFA membership and from the Congress at its Summer meeting. At each such meeting, the Committee shall arrange to distribute

1) The current Hall of Fame member list

2) The Committee’s nominations for that  year’s voting (that is 2000 induction from a 1999 meeting) with supporting materials.

The agenda for this meeting should allow for time

1) for recommendation from the floor

2) discussion and voting on the nominations for induction in the following year

II.  The Committee will research and evaluate all recommendations and nominate no more than six. The names of the nominees, with supporting materials, will be presented to the Annual Meeting of the Congress for votes on each nominee. 

1.  The balloting will be secret

2.  No one may be elected without a majority vote from those present

3.  No more than the top three nominees of those with a majority may be elected in any year unless there is a tie for the third position

III. Induction will take place at the annual meeting of Congress in the year following the election. 

  The Induction of Ruth White, Jean-Jacques Gillet and Donna Stone, along with Special “Old-Timers” Election of Charles George Bothner, Joanna de Tuscan, Isabel Mildred Fish, Allan Kwartler, Neil Lazar and Charles Tatham  are the 2001 honorees elected in 2000.

TO: USFA Congress

FR: Stacey Johnson, USFA President

RE: Appointment of Board Members

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please find below a brief bio on each of the recommended board members for the 2001-2002 season.  They have ably served the USFA during this last year.  I ask for your support in confirming them for further service in this next season.

Philip Reilly
Phil has participated in the sport of fencing for over 35 years.  He has competed on all levels including high school, juniors, collegiate, Pan American & Olympic Teams and veterans.  He has also served the USFA on the administrative side from the club and division level to the USFA and Olympic level.  Currently, he is actively involved with the Oregon Division where he serves as a Board member and Secretary for the Oregon Fencing Alliance.   Phil has managed world championship teams, helped organize major national and international competitions, and has served the USFA in athletic and marketing capacities in the past. 

Competitive highlights include: Jr. World Championship Team in 1972; World University Games Team 1973 & 79; World Championship Team 1978, 81 & 82; Pan Am Team 1979 & 83 & Sabre Team Silver Medallist in 79 & 83; U.S. Olympic Team 1980 & 1984.  Served as Olympic Team Sabre Captain in 1984 and was an athlete representative from 1976-84. He also served as the Commissioner for Fencing during the 1998 Nike World Masters Games.

Currently, Phil is the Vice President and COO of CMD an integrated marketing and training solutions company where he is responsible for a $22 million operation which employs approximately 160 employees. Phil is chairing the USFA’s Promotion/Public Relation Committee and holds an MBA from Adelphi University and BA from St. John’s University.

Edward Ballinger
Ed brings an illustrious career in fencing to the table that spans approximately 30 years. Most recently many of you saw Ed at the Austin National Championships where he inducted Uriah Jones into the USFA’s Hall of Fame.  In fencing he has not only been one of the U.S.’s finest competitors, but he has been a college fencing coach for Baruch College in the 1980's and has officiated for many years for the USFA and in collegiate competitions.  On a personal note, he is married to the former Sally Pechinski and they live in Buzzards Bay, MA.  Listed below is a brief list of some of his outstanding fencing accomplishments.

Competitive highlights include: Two-time National Champion in Men’s Foil 1973 & 75, Six-time U.S. National Men’s Foil Finalist in 1970,73,75,76,83,85.  Two-time Men’s Foil National  Team Champions in 1972 & 73.  Member of 1970 Junior World Championship Team in Epee, and 1971 Jr. World Team Foil and Epee (11th place in Foil & 6th in Epee!).  Martini & Rossi International Foil placing 3rd in 1973, 74 & 75.  Member of the 1975 Pan American Games Team winning the Silver in Foil Team and Gold in Epee Team.  Member of the 1976 Olympic Team in Men’s Foil.

Currently Ed is the Regional Sales Manager for the Learning Company where he sells managed software to educational institutions in 15 Northeast states.  Ed holds a Bachelor of Science degree from New York University.

Marty Lang
Marty brings more than 25 years of competitive experience to the table and has also served the USFA at the divisional level, as an athlete’s representative, and as a referee through the years.  Marty has lived in Ft Lauderdale, Florida, for six years and is the father of two sons, Danny is 13 and Joey is 16. He serves on the board of directors of the Florida Scholastic Hockey League, which governs High School ice hockey in South Florida where Marty chairs two committees with this organization.

Competitive highlights include: NCAA  First Team All American in 1972.   Member of 6 national Championship Teams in Men’s Foil and 7 times Men’s Foil National Finalist.   Mens Foil National Champion in 1978.  Two-time Junior World Championships Team (1968 & 69) placed 10th in Genoa, Italy in 69.  Member of three Senior World Championship Teams 1969, 70 & 75.  Member of 1975 Pan American Games Team winning the Individual gold medal and capturing silver in Team.  Member of the 1976 Olympic Team.  Served as an athlete representative from 1976 - 1980.  Marty officiated at both the international and national level.

Currently Marty is a Financial Advisor for PaineWebber and loves what he does.  He holds both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education from New York University.

Minutes

Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

June 30, 2000 Austin, Texas

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM

Prior to meeting Mr. Alperstein appointed a committee of Steve Sobel, Cody Mattern and

Irwin Bernstein to review the credentials of several representatives from Congress to determine their eligibility to vote at this meeting. After brief deliberations, the committee reported that allwere accepted. Motion to accept recommendation carried.

Attendance:

USFA Officers: Donald Alperstein, President; Edwin Hurst, Vice President; Ralph Zimmerman, Vice President; Sherry Posthumus, Vice President; Robert Prifrel, Treasurer; Michael Sullivan, Secretary

Members of Congress: Gerald Antonellis, NewEng; Jerry Benson, OK; Robert Block, CO; Shawn Brooks, NoEast; Lawrence Calhoun, SoCAL; Elise Clement, KS; Kimberly Coffey, AL; Robert Colclaser, NewEng; Gary Copeland, CO; Marc Courtney, MtnVal; Philip Daly, LI; Linda Dunn, SoCAL; Leia Erickson, GA; Sydney Fadner, NewEng; Robert Fiegel, OK; Raymond Finkelman, CAP, Rich Georgia, NewEng; Rick Estes NoEast; Bruce Gilman, LI; Charles Greene, WPA; Maureen Griffin, NoCal; Julie Haase, WestWA; William Hall, NewEng; Katherine Hanne, MN; Paul Harris, NewEng; Susan Hurst, SD; Douglas Jauer, IA;  Stacey Johnson, SoTX; Edward Kane, Cen PA; Patrick Kelly, KY; George Kolombatovich, MET; John Krauss, NoEast; Andrea Lagan, CO; Karen Lauze, NoeEast; Carl Liggio, MD; David Livengood, CAP; Catherine Marchand, PHIL; Cody Mattern, OR; Justin Meehan, LI; Linda Merritt, NewEng; David Micahnik, PHIL; Hollie Noble, VA; Bonnie Providenza, OR; Ruth Rechsteiner, NoTX; Russell Redding, WestWA; Alexander Ripa, NewEng; James Rose, NewEng; Alexandre Ryjik, VA; Edward Sady, VA; Michael Shearer, CLMBS; Ted Smith, MtnVal; Don Snyder, SoCAL; Ro Sobalverro, MN; Paul Soter, NoCAL; Jill St. Jacques, NewEng; Darin Swain, AK; Helen Thouless, WestWA; Angela Torress, LA; James Vesper, MI; Norma Vincent, OR; Ruby Watson, MET; Franklin Wharton, VA; 

Guests: Larry Dunn, SoCAL; Sara Kass, NoOH; Eric Dew NoCal; Richard Miller,GA; Christopher Leethagen, MN; Tam Snyder, SoCAL; Barbara Lynch, NJ; Richard Gradkowski, MET; Robert Amoda, NJ

Others: Michael Massik, Executive Director; Stephen Sobel, General counsel; Irwin Bernstein, Budget Director

There was a moment of silence in memory of Uriah Jones, Jr., Tony Orsi, and Scott

Breckinridge.

Mr. Alperstein announced that for the fourth consecutive year, the Boston Fencing Club won the award of a round trip air certificate on United Airlines for the largest increase in USFA membership.

I. Information

Approval of minutes July 2, 1999 meeting. Motion to approve carried.

B. Appointment of Parliamentarian. Motion to approve Mr. Sobel carried.

C. Officer and Director Reports: (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices).

There were no questions.

D. Committee Reports (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices) There were no questions.

II. Financial Performance Review (Budget reports included with Board Agenda) There were no questions.

III. Discussion and Decision

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to USFA Board of Directors

Motion: To adopt the same electoral procedures used last year (i.e., each member

of Congress may cast four votes among the nominated candidates).

Motion carried.

Nominations from the floor:

George Masin

Andrea Lagan

Buzz Hurst

Linda Merritt

Dave Micahnik

Mr. Kolombatovich spoke for Mr. Masin who was not present at the meeting. Others

addressed the Congress themselves.

After counting of the ballots, Mr. Masin, Mr. Micahnik, Ms. Merritt and Ms.

Lagan were elected as the Representatives to the Board of Directors for the 2000-2001 term year.

A motion to destroy the ballots carried.

B. Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

1. Editor, American Fencing Magazine

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the President's appointment of Meg Galipault as Editor, American Fencing Magazine for 2000-2001. (Resume and letter of recommendation attached).

Motion to approve carried unanimously.

2. Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the following appointments of the President to the Hall of Fame Committee: A. Messing - Co-Chair, S. Khinoy - Co-Chair, S. Barth, A. Shaw (advisor).

Motion to approve carried.

C. Election of United States Fencing Foundation Trustees (According to the USFF bylaws, Article VI: “BOARD OF TRUSTEES - The control and management of the affairs of the Corporation and of the disposition of its funds and property shall be solely vested in a Board of Trustees consisting of five members of the United States Fencing Association elected for a four year term by the Congress of the United States Fencing Association in the same year as the Association's national elections. At the time of their election, two of the trustees must be nationally elected officers of the United States Fencing Association and the other three must be members of the Association but may not be nationally elected officers. Should the officer, non-officer, or member status of any trustee change during the four year term, the trustee shall be automatically removed. Mr. Alperstein advised the Congress that according to the USFF bylaws, two must be national officers and three may not be. Officers for the USFF are elected from their own members.

Nominations:

USFA Officers: Michael Sullivan

Sherry Posthumus

Non- Officers: Irwin Bernstein

Robert Prifrel

Steve Sobel

Motion to approve carried by acclamation..

C. New Business

1. Hall of Fame election.

It was announced that the induction of Jana Angelakis, Uriah Jones and Odon

Niederkirchner, the 2000 honorees elected in 1999, would take place at a dinner on July 4,

2000, in Austin at which time the 2001 honorees would be announced

OPEN FLOOR FOR CONGRESS:

Linda Dunn expressed concern about the terms of members of Congress in juxtaposition with the time that elections are held. Mr. Alperstein advised that Divisions can have elections anytime they want.

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.






