Minutes

Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

July 5, 2002




Greenville, SC
Membership Meeting:

Meeting Commenced at 9:30 PM

Meeting adjourned at 9:31

Meeting commenced at 9:31 pm

There was a moment of silence for members of the fencing community who deceased over the past year.

Attendance:

USFA Officers:  Stacey Johnson, President; Ralph Zimmermann, Vice President; Barb Lynch, Vice President; Michael Sullivan, Treasurer; Don Anthony, Secretary

Members of Congress

Bill Towry, Border Texas; Andrea Lagan, Colorado; Lelanda Lee, Colorado; Mary Wilkerson, Colorado; Deborah Martin, Georgia; Kathy Vail, Georgia; Rudy Volkmann, Georgia; Ron Herman, Iowa; Patrick Kelly, Kentucky; Bruce Gillman, Long Island; Alan Kuver, Long Island; Linda Wagner, Long Island; Robert Fiegel, Long Island; Sandra Kuhn, Orange Coast, California; David Micahnik, Philadelphia; Edwin Hurst, San Diego; Susan Hurst, San Diego; Gladys Berardi, New Jersey; Sabrina Orsi, New Jersey; Steve Sobel, New Jersey; Robert Black, New Jersey; Brad Baker, New England; Arnold Messing, Metropolitan; Jane Carter, New England; Elif Sachs, New England; Hanna Willeck, Alaska; Jonathan Jakus, Metropolitan; Byron Igoe, Metropolitan; Gerrie Baumgart, Colorado; Tom Ciccarone, Connecticut; Chris Aher Connecticut; Meredith Chin, New england; Linda Merritt, New England; Jeannine Snow, Northern Ohio; Mitch Berner, Hudson Berkshire; Cathy Zagunis, Oregon; David Sierra, North Texas; Janucz Bednarski, Indiana; Mary Griffith, Mountain Valley;   Katherine Hanna, Minnesota; James Vesper, Michigan; Andy Bullock, Philadelphia; Franklin Wharton, Virginia; Timothy Clark, Western Washington; Gregory Jones, Wesern Washington; Russel Redding, Western Washington, Peet Sasaki, Western Washington
Accreditation procedure:  

Motion: To appoint Steve Sobel, Irwin Bernstein and Jane Carter to an Accreditation Committee for the purpose of determining the validity of credentials for individuals claiming to be representatives of various divisions to the USFA Congress.   

Motion approved

After listening to various appeals, the Accreditation Committee approved the credentials of the following members of Congress.

I. Information

Don Anthony, Secretary thanked Phil Reilly, Chair of the public relations committee and presented the video produce.  The purpose of the video is to have a video we could use for developing sponsors and so local clubs could use it to develop fencing publicity.

A. Approval of minutes July 6,2001 meeting

Approved

B. Appointment of Parliamentarian

George Masin

C. Officer and Director Reports: (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices)

INFORMATON:   SJ highlighted her report to the Board regarding the Olympic Program.  Pointed out that the document was mis-titled.  The document does not concern the qualifying path, rather the actual program.  SJ reviewed the process and the current status.  Rogge thought it was inappropriate that they selected the excluded events by lot.  Roch asked for a “consultation vote.”  Eliminating Women’s Sabre Team and Women’s Foil Team.

There is still a movement in Europe to eliminate WS altogether and return to the Sydney program.

GK added that the US has become very influential within the Pan Am Confederation largely due to the leadership of SJ.  Everyone knows we are trying to do what is fair and right and equitable and that is our real strength.

A Motion was made to defer the report phase in the interest of time and because the reports will be dealt with in detail at the Board meeting tomorrow morning.

D. Committee Reports (Please refer to Board Agenda Index of Appendices)

II. Financial Performance Review (Budget reports included with 

Board Agenda)

Deferred to Board meeting

III.    Discussion and Decision 

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to USFA Board of Directors

Congress determined in 1998 that it would elect its four Directors to the Board by requesting volunteers and nominations from the floor.  This same procedure has been used in each subsequent year.  Each representative would be allowed four votes and the top four receiving the most votes would serve on the Board as representatives to Congress for the one year term commencing as of the September Board meeting.  

Nominations:

Andrea Lagan

Linda Merritt

George Masin

Dave Micahnik

Nominations accepted by acclamation.

B.    Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

1.
Editor, American Fencing Magazine

Motion (Mr. Anthony): To confirm the President's appointment of Meg Galipault as Editor, American Fencing Magazine for 2002-2003. 

Motion Approved.

2.
Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

Motion (Mr. Sullivan): To confirm the following appointments of the President to the Hall of Fame Committee: A. Messing - Co-Chair, S. Khinoy - Co-Chair, S. Barth, A. Shaw (advisor)

Motion Approved.

C.   New Business 
1. Hall of Fame election.  

In accordance with procedures set forth in the Hall of Fame Committee report from July 1997, the following individuals were elected for Hall of Fame induction in 2003

Lee Shelley, Denise O’Connor and Eugene Hamori.

Meeting adjourned at 10:25pm

