Minutes
Meeting of the Congress of the

United States Fencing Association

July 5, 2008, 7:30 a.m. San Jose, California 
Attendees: Donald Alperstein, Colorado; Brad Baker, South Jersey; Linda Merritt, New England; Sam Cheris, Colorado; Edward Wright, Michael Massik, Colorado; Ro Sobalvarro, Minnesota; Davis Merritt, New England; Tristan Jones, Northeast; Trish Brown, Oregon; Carol Buerdsell, Harrisburg; Raymond Finkleman, Capitol; Beth Bell, Western PA; Frank Foley, Western PA; Bradley Baker, South Jersey; Jerry Benson, Oklahoma; Carolyn Gurnowski, New Jersey; Michael Tarascio, New England; David Micahnik, Philadelphia; George Porter, Southern Cal; Chuck Slaughter, Plains Texas; James Odom, New Mexico; Ariana Klinkov, New England; Robert Patterson, New England; Cristina Gordet, New England; Daniel Geller, Western Washington; Alan Geller, Western Washington; Dan Berke, Western Washington; Peet Sasaki, Western Washington; Mark Fox, West-Rock; Kathleen Patta, Nevada; Eric Dew, Northern California; Nancy Reynolds, Northeast; David Blake, New England; Adam Ivy, Northeast; Mary Griffith, Mountain Valley; Laurence Schiller, Illinois; Andy Shaw, Ark-La-Miss; Iana Dakova, Western PA; Evan Ranes, Nevada; Ken Lyons, New Jersey; John Hampshire, South Jersey; Fred Wheeler, Oregon; Cathy Zagunis, Oregon; Jo Roberts, New Jersey; Dale Roberts, New Jersey; David Burgess, San Diego; R.O. Waddoups, North Texas, Margaret Delong, Border Texas, Sean McGeveran, Long Island; Kwabena Amanquah, Long Island; Dennis Kolalkowski, Long Island; Jamie Alshire, South Texas; Aaron Clements, Plains, Texas; Nathan Anderson, Colorado; Jeff Halsten, Mountain Valley; Terry Harkey, Ark-La-Miss; Peter Zay, North Carolina; Robert Cotter, Northern California; Amy Webster, Michigan; Ben Scheis, Michigan; Tracy Hurley, South Texas; Marietta Towry, Border Texas; Mike Morgan, Central Florida; Wes Glon, Central Pap; Gerrie Baumgart, Colorado; Nathan Anderson, Colorado; Bruce Gillman, Hudson-Berkshire; Fernando Delgado, Illinois; Jude Offerle, Illinois; Lawrence Grazian, Illinois; Andria Hine, Indiana; Robbi Podring, Kentucky; Kathy Sweeton Windsor, Kentucky; Alan Kuver, Long Island; Kobe Amanguah, Long Island; George Masin, Metro NYC; Arnold Messing, Metro NYC; Patrick Webster, Michigan; Chris Hagen, Minnesota; Jane Carter, New England; Debbie Bratsko, New Jersey; Rick Mayer, New Jersey; Steve Sobel, New Jersey; Abdelwahab Abdelaziz, New Jersey; Dirk Goldgar, New Jersey; David Sierra, North Texas; Kat Seiler, North Texas; Amgad Badawi, North Texas; Joyce Jones, Northeastp; Martha Young, Northern CA; Robert Cotter, Northern CA; Jonathan Jeffries, Northern CA; Marci Dillon, Northern CA; Robert Fiegel, Oklahoma; Raymond Snytsheuvel, Orange Coast, CA; Barry Nusz, Plains Texas; David Burgess, San Diego; Jane Littman, South Carolina; John Hampshire, South Jersey; Tyler Jacobson, South Jersey; Andrew Lambdin-Abraham, South Texas; Gary Vanderwege, South Texas; Gary Zeiss, Southern CA; Prince Yu Lee, West-Rock; Kevin Mar, Western WA
Meeting begins at 7:51 am
The Congress Agenda is divided into the three phases:

· General Information

· Financial Performance & Review

· Decision

Officer, director and committee reports (required under Bylaws Article VII, Section 4) are referenced to the corresponding Board of Directors Agenda appendix.  The Board of Directors Agenda is available online at: www.usfencing.org.

I. Information

A. Approval of the minutes of the July 2007 meeting. Approved
B. Appointment of Parliamentarian – Steve Sobel
C. Officer and Director Reports (Board Agenda Index of Appendices) verbal report from Donald Alperstein regarding rumors that USFA is out of compliance; Sam Cheris speaks about the USOC funding our athletes for the current Olympic Games and the USOC’s strategic plan. Donald Alperstein replies to question regarding Coach Korfanty’s lawsuit
D. Committee Reports (Board Agenda Index of Appendices)

II. Financial Performance Review 
Greg Dilworth explains the budget and answers questions from members
III. Discussion and Decision

A. Determination of Election Procedures and Election of Directors to 

USFA Board of Directors: 

Congress determined in 1998 that it would elect its four Directors to the Board by requesting volunteers and nominations from the floor. Each representative would be allowed four votes and the top four receiving the most votes would serve on the Board as representatives to Congress for the one-year term commencing as of the September Board meeting.  It is recommended to continue this process of election as we have over this last quad.

Motion: to continue the process as used in previous years. Approved

The following members are nominated as directors to the USFA Board of Directors:

David Blake

Sam Cheris

Aaron Clements

David Micahnik

Evan Ranes

Motion to close nominations: Approved

Mary Beth Bell and George Masin are appointed as tellers

The following members are elected to the USFA Board of Directors are: 

David Blake

Aaron Clements

David Micahnik

Evan Ranes

Motion: to destroy the ballots. Approved
B. New Business

1.    Confirmation of Presidential Appointments

To confirm the President's appointment of the following positions:

a. Editor, American Fencing Magazine

b. Hall of Fame Chair and Committee

No appointments were confirmed at this meeting
2. Hall of Fame election. 

The established procedures set forth in the Hall of Fame Committee report from July 1997, call for Congress to vote on nominations for induction in 2008 and to discuss recommendations for candidates for induction in 2009.

These procedures are:

I. 
The Hall of Fame Committee shall solicit recommendations from the USFA membership and from the Congress at its Summer meeting. At each such meeting, the Committee shall arrange to distribute:

1) 
The current Hall of Fame member list

2) 
The Committee’s nominations for that years voting with supporting materials.

The agenda for this meeting should allow for time:

1) 
For recommendation from the floor

2) 
Discussion and voting on the nominations for induction in the following year

II. 
The Committee will research and evaluate all recommendations and nominate no more than six. The names of the nominees, with supporting materials, will be presented at the Annual Meeting of the Congress for votes on each nominee.  The following rules will apply:

1. 
The balloting will be secret

2. 
No one may be elected without a majority vote from those present

3. 
No more than the top three nominees of those with a majority may be elected in any year unless there is a tie for the third position

III.
Induction will take place at the Hall of Fame Ceremonies during Nationals in the year following the election.

The following were submitted for election to the Hall of Fame:
Era #1 

Gilbert Rosiere

Ella Hatton
Era #2
Henry Hartunian
Elliot Lillien
Servando J. Velarde

Era #3
Arkady Burdan
William Reith
Sherry Posthumus
Robert Stull
Inductees to the 2009 Hall of Fame are indicated in bold text.

3. Presidential Service Awards 

The following members/groups are presented service awards:

Linda Merritt 

Sherry Posthumus 

John Springate

Nevada division 

Meeting adjourned at: 8:58
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