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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Slalom World Cup Series #3 held in Augsburg Germany – July 4 – 6, 2008

It’s all coming down to the wire!  The final competition in 2008’s World Cup series will be held this weekend in Augsburg, Germany.  The results from this event will determine the final nominations for the US Canoe/Kayak team that will represent the United States in the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, and the competition is incredibly tight!  In each of the 4 categories, only 1 athlete (or team) will go to China, giving the US a full team of 5.
In the Men’s K1, 2004 Olympian Scott Parsons (Bethesda, MD) holds an 8-point lead over fellow ’04 Olympian Brett Heyl (Charlotte, NC), with Scott Mann (Charlotte, NC) 10 points out.  Parson’s lead is bolstered by his second place finish in the 2007 World Cup.  The US nominee will be determined after the finals on Saturday.
The Women’s K1 finds the race tightening to a 2 point margin with Zuzana Vanha (Charlotte, NC) holding a one-point lead over veteran Heather Corrie (Loughborough, England) and a 2-point lead over 17 year-old Caroline Queen (Darnestown, MD).  The US nominee will be determined after the finals on Sunday.
The C1 competition is a mirror image of the K1W with Jeff Larimer (Marietta, GA) holding a one-point lead over Benn Fraker (Peachtree City, GA) and 2 points over Tad Dennis (Belmont, NC).  The US nominee will be determined after the finals on Sunday.
Not to be outdone on the C2 team side, the first place team of Austin Crane (Charlotte, NC) and Scott McCleskey (Silva, NC) has a one-point lead over Casey Eichfeld (Drums, PA) and Rick Powell (Parkesburg, PA).  The US nominees will be determined after the finals on Saturday.
Schedule-

· Friday, July 4th:

· Heats: 

· C2 

· K1 Men 

· C1 

· K1 Women

· Saturday, July 5th:

· Semi-Final:

· C2 

· K1 Men

· Final:

· C2 

· K1 Men 

· Medal Ceremony for C2 and K1 Men

· Sunday, July 6th: 

· Semi-Final:

· C1 

· K1 Women

· Final:

· C1 

· K1 Women

· Medal Ceremony for C1 and K1 Women 

Additional information is available at:

· http://www.kanu-schwaben-augsburg.de/Navigation/Weltcup/wc2008_index.htm 

· http://www.canoekayak.usoc.org 

About Slalom Canoe/Kayak 
In slalom canoe/kayak racing, paddlers navigate through pairs of poles called "gates" through a course of approximately 300-meters, set-up over challenging rapids, waves, eddies and currents. If the paddler touches one of the poles or misses a gate altogether, penalty times are added to the time achieved on the run.  The Olympic program includes men’s and women’s single kayak, and men’s single and double canoe.
About USA Canoe/Kayak

USA Canoe/Kayak is a non-profit membership organization promoting canoe and kayak racing in the United States.  A member of the United States Olympic Committee, Charlotte, N.C. based USACK is the national governing body for the Olympic sports of Flatwater Sprint and Whitewater Slalom and official U.S. federation of the International Canoe Federation.  Other paddling sports sanctioned by USACK include Marathon, Rodeo, Wildwater, Kayak Polo, Outrigger, and Dragon Boat. USA Canoe/Kayak’s National Team Sponsor is Bank of America and its National Team Apparel Sponsor is NIKE.  To learn more about USACK and its other sponsors and suppliers, visit www.USACK.org. 
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