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USAT DAN PROMOTION GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES
	Article 1 : Purpose 
The purpose of these guidelines is to standardize the procedures of USA Taekwondo (The U.S. National Governing Body for Taekwondo) for the issuance of USAT Dan certificates in order to further develop Taekwondo throughout the United States and provide additional promotion tests to the USAT membership.  In addition to following Kukkiwon standards, USAT will provide individual instructors with the opportunity to receive additional certifications.


	Article 2 : Application 
These Guidelines shall be applied to the following: 

2.1. Taekwondo instructors and their students who have been duly enrolled as USAT members of a USAT member club.
2.2. USAT member instructors and their students who are unaffiliated with a USAT member club.
2.3. A USAT member who has a taekwondo Dan certificate issued by the Kukkiwon or the AAU that would like to receive a USAT Dan certificate. 




	Article 3 : Rights 
USAT shall be the governing body with exclusive rights over the USAT Dan promotion tests that will be held at regional and/or national events, including approval of promotion tests, test performance, supervision of promotion tests including screening of Dan or Poom applications, certificates and sanctions of Dan or Poom certificates, setting of all fees, and appointment of all testing commissions and commissioners.



	Article 4 : Recommendation
4.1. Submission of Dan and Poom promotion test applications should be made only through official representatives of USAT member clubs who have attained the rank of 4th Dan.
4.2. USAT 4th Dan holders and above may hold Dan and Poom promotion tests at their own schools for promotion until the 5th Dan.  These test applications should be submitted directly to the USAT Dan Office for USAT Dan and/or Kukkiwon certification.  The USAT will exclusively manage all testing for Dan ranks 6th and higher.  This testing may be executed by appointing senior testing panels in local areas, or by appointing senior testing panels to hold promotions at regional and/or national events.  Applicants for 8th and 9th Dan promotion should take their physical performance test at one of the high Dan promotions held at a USAT regional and/or national event.


4.3. For official representatives holding a rank of 3rd Dan or below, they may personally recommend testing to a USAT testing board for any individual of a lesser rank than himself/herself.  

4.4. USAT individual members who practice taekwondo under instructors that are not affiliated with a USAT member club may request an examination by a USAT-certified examiner. The individual must submit that request directly to the USAT Dan Office.  The USAT Dan Office will then forward the application to the National Rank Promotion Commission.



	Article 5 : Special Circumstances for Accelerated Promotions
In the following instances, an applicant may have the privilege of applying to test with shortened age and time limits. 
5.1. An applicant may have the age and time-in-grade limitations waived to the following extents:
     5.1.1.
Title
Contents
Shortened Age and Time Limits
Result of Championships

1. Winner of Olympic Games

100%

2. Winner of world level championships sponsored by WTF

80%

3. Winner of Continental level championships approved by WTF

60%

Result of Merit

One who has received a USAT national award or Letter of Commendation from the CEO of USAT for service and dedication of an outstanding nature to the development of Taekwondo in the U.S.

50%

   
    5.1.2. Special circumstances will be granted only one time within a given promotion period.
5.1.3. One who wishes to receive special consideration should submit the concerned documents as follows:

   
        5.1.3.1. Winner certification confirmed by the appropriate governing body. 
        5.1.3.2 Letters of Commendation or award certificates confirmed by the appropriate authorities
 
  5.1.4. Instances and application for Special Circumstances will only be applicable to candidates for 1st up to 5th Dan. 

5.2. Those who wish to receive special consideration for a shortened time-in-grade should: 

     5.2.1. Submit the appropriate documents as follows:


         5.2.1.1. Application for promotion test
 
         5.2.1.2. Personal history/ Taekwondo career
 
         5.2.1.3. Explanatory recommendation by a USAT Dan holder of equal or superior rank, stating the reasons for requesting the special consideration.
         5.2.1.4 Other supporting data, if any.
 
5.3. The CEO may exercise, at his/her Discretion, a special waiver of time-in-grade to any applicant he may choose. The National Rank Promotion Commission shall approve said waiver unless it can show compelling reason to disapprove said special waiver.



	Article 6 : Sanctions 
If any of the following violations are committed, the violator shall be sanctioned by expulsion, deprivation of Dan certificates and/or suspension of memberships. 

6.1. Alteration or disqualification of Dan certificates.

  
6.2. Issuing Dan certificates by falsifying the name of their own instructors or members of the USAT BOD or Staff.
6.3. Violation of the USAT Code of Conduct at the recommendation of the USAT Judicial Committee.
Article 7 : Administration 

	The USAT Dan Office will issue USAT Dan or Poom certificates within 30 days after receiving the testing applications from the member clubs. The accompanying Kukkiwon Dan certificate, if applicable, will be sent after its receipt from the Kukkiwon office.  USAT will also distribute Gup certificates when applicable.  
 

	Article 8 : Time-in-grade & Age Limits for Poom or Dan Promotion 
1. Time-in-grade and Age Limits 

Poom/Dan
Minimum Time-in-grade Required for Promotion
Age Limits for Promotion
Start from Dan

Start from Poom

1st Poom

N A

N A

Less than 15 Years Old

1st to 2nd Poom

1 year

N A 

Less than 15 Years Old

2nd to 3rd Poom 

2 year 

N A 

Less than 15 Years Old

3rd to 4th Poom 

3 year 

N A 

Less than 18 Years Old 

1st Dan

N A 

15 years and above 

N A 

1st to 2nd Dan

1 year 

16 years and above 

15 years and above 

2nd to 3rd Dan

2 year

18 years and above 

15 years and above 

3rd to 4th Dan 

3 year

21 years and above 

18 years and above 

4th to 5th Dan

4 year 

25 years and above 

22 years and above 

5th to 6th Dan 

5 year 

30 years and above
30 years and above 

 6th to 7th Dan 

6 year

36 years and 
above 

36 years and above 

7th to 8th Dan 

8 year 

44 years and above 

44 years and above 

 8th to 9th Dan 

9 year

53 years and above 

53 years and above 

Remarks:

8.1 All applicants should have passed the minimum time and age required for promotion.

8.2 One who started as a Poom may have the privilege of applying to test at younger age limits until 5th Dan promotion.


8.3 A Poom holder, being 15 years of age or above, is the same grade as a Dan holder. e.g. 4th Poom holder, 18 years of age or above, is the same as 4th Dan holder.
8.5 Poom holders 15 years of age or above can elect change from their Poom certificates to Dan certificates.

8.6  When 1, 2, 3 Poom holder, 15 years of age or above, wants to be promoted to the next higher Dan, he or she can apply for a Dan promotion test.  However, a 3rd Poom holder at least 18 years of age can apply for 4th Dan and less than 18 years of age can only apply for 4th Poom. 
Article 9 : Classification of Test Applications
9.1 Poom/Dan promotion test.

9.2 Special Dan promotion test.

9.3 An honorary Dan promotion: An honorary Dan grade may be awarded to those persons who are considered to have shown great merit in the development of taekwondo.  This decision shall be at the discretion of the USAT Dan Office, with or without the recommendation of a USAT Dan holder.
9.4 Posthumous honors Dan promotion: One who holds a Dan may be posthumously granted, if he/she had shown extraordinary merit, with a next higher grade at his/her passing away.  This decision shall be at the discretion of the USAT Dan Office, with or without the recommendation of a USAT Dan holder.
Article 10 :  Effective Date 

	These guidelines shall be effective as November 1, 2007.
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