BYLAWS
UNITED STATES FENCING ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I
NAME AND ORGANIZATION

“USFA.”

Section 2. Incorporation, The United States Fencin

sociation shall be incorporated,
organized and operated under the Colorado Nonpr ion:

orporation Act.

Section 3. Colorado Law. No Bylaw or other regulatio by he United States Fencing
Association shall be inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation of this organization or in
contravention of the Colorado Nonprofit Corporation Act. :

es Fencing Association shall qualify and at all times
under the Internal Revenue Code of the United

remain qualified as a tax ex

cm
States. i

édération Internationale d’Escrime (sometimes
National Governing Body for the sport of fencing

"ARTICLE 11
PURPOSES

tional Governing Body for the sport of fencing in the United States,

t capacity to fulfill the lawful obligations imposed on national governing bodies
oy the privileges and prerogatives accorded national governing bodies by

United States Law, the USOC and the FIE.

‘0 provide local, regional and national competitive opportunities for fencers of all levels
“of ability under uniform rules and regulations and to strive for improvement in all aspects

of organizing and conducting fencing competition.

3. To select, support and prepare individuals and teams to represent the United States in
international fencing competitions.
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4, To promote the sport of fencing in the United States and around the world and to
disseminate information about fencing so that people may be exposed to and
many physical, mental and social benefits.

5. Fo provide support in the form of information and programs to insfr of fencing and

to organizations and groups that offer fencing opportunities

6. To make available information and opportunities that will allow practitioners o fencmg
to enhance their ability and to increase the enjoyment and benefit they derive from th

sport.

7. To provide assistance and support to other or zatlons that promote fencing or conduct
fencing competitions in a manner consistent'with the purposes, goals and means of the
USFA. :

8. To foster good will and harmonious relationships w cers and fencing organizations

in foreign countries to their mutual benefit and for the betterment of the sport of fencing,

AR’ ICLE HI
FISCAL Y AR, FINANCES AND PRO ES

s and Security Interests. No loan shall be contracted by the USFA nor any of
as collateral for any indebtedness, and no evidence of indebtedness or security

employee or employees upon whom such authority has been conferred may, within the scope of
that authority, effect loans at any time from any bank or other entity; and for such loans may
execute and deliver promissory notes and other evidences of indebtedness of the USFA,; to the
extent authorized, may mortgage, pledge, or otherwise encumber any real or personal property, or
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any interest thezein owned or held by the USFA as security for the payment of any and all USFA

interest owners are entitled to be heard or to vote. Such ag
cause to be executed in the name and on behalf of the USEA ™

from time to ti vy with r articular cateé,ories or classes of members or
competitions [ ndivi who have attained their 18" birthday as of the

ip p) 'stant to these By]aws. Unless otherwise provided in these Bylaws, only
ble to vote may hold elected or appointed positions within the USFA. The
embex ship is determined accmding to the provisions of Ar ticle V. To be

to the member’
members who

ill attain, their 18" birthday as of that date. All rights and privileges of
I cease upon death, resignation, expulsion, suspension or failure to pay dues.

membership sk

Sectlon 3. bers Do Not Share in Assets. Membership shall not entitle any member to any

Section 4. Membership is Open. Membership in the USFA may not be denied to any
individual or organization on grounds of race, gender, age, religion or national origin.
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ARTICLE V
FEES, DUES AND ARREARS

Section 1. Dues to be Fixed by Board of Directors. The schedule of dl,,,_
established from time to time by the Board of Directors.

c:USFA shall be

the Board of Directors may
of individual competiti
memberships to administrative units of the USFA in such. the Board of Director
determines, and shares of dues S0 ailocated shali be pa by the USFA National Ofﬁce to th

~ Section 2. Dues Payable to Administrative Units, In its disq‘ ti

an existing or prior membgriis not in good standing until the member’s dues and fees have been
received by the USFA National Office. Payment of dues to a duly appointed agent of the USFA
will render a fencer eligible to fence. However, no person will be eligible to vote in USFA
affairs at the nal level unless the person’s dues for the membership year in which the person
seeks the right fo vote are received by the USFA National Office on or before February 1 of that
embership:year.

ARTICLE VI
OFFICERS AND SECRETARY

Section 1. Officers, The elected officers of the USFA shall consist of a President and a
Treasurer. There shall be, in addition, such appointed positions as are provided for in these
Bylaws or established by the Board of Directors.
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a. Oualiﬁcations for Ofﬁcers. Only voting members in good standing:may hold

National Governing Body of another sport. No person may take or hold a
Natxonai officer of the USFA while serving as an agent or adm1n13t1at01

below.

b. President. The principal duties of the Pr
formulation of policy, to deve!op ﬁnanCIal and membelshl

and shall be a voting member of those bodies. The Preside
and duties as are assigned to that office by these Bylaws or

. Presidents. The Board of Directors may, from time to time and in its
or ' more.Vice Presidents to advise the Board of Directors and to assist the
e duties of that office.

Section 2.

FINS of Office. Terms of office of the USFA shall commence upon the earlier of
the close of the

lympic Games in which fencing is contested or the first day of September in the
lympic quadrennium and shall continue until the earlier of the close of the
lympic Games or the final day in August in the last year of the Olympic

Section 3. Removal of Officers. Any officer of the USFA may be removed from office by the
Board of Directors through the procedure prescribed in this Section.

a. Removal of the President or Treasurer. Neither the President nor the Treasurer
may be removed except for cause and by impeachment in accordance with the procedures
prescribed in this Subsection.
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office and to execute the duties of that office unless the Board
meeting, shall with the concurrence of two-thirds of those v

the officer pending a final determination of the question ]
is so suspended, the Board of Directors shall immediat
meets the qualifications of the office, and who ma
Directors, to fill the office of the suspended party.u
determined.

accused to conﬁont and examine the witnesses and
ot be abridged or denied.

ncy in Offices of President and Treasurer, Vacancies in the offices of
easurer shall be filled through the procedures prescribed in this Section.

President and
. President. A vacancy in the office of President shall be filled as follows:

i. During temporary absences or unavailability of the President, whether

Ao lness disability or other cause, the Board of Directors may appoint one of its members
who meets the qualifications of the office of President to fulfill the duties of that office until the
President is able to resume the performance of those duties.

ii. If a vacancy in the office of President occurs by reason of resignation,
death, removal or otherwise, and fewer than two years remain in the term of office, the Board of
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Directors shall fill the vacancy for the balance of the term. In filling vacancies, the Board may

ad_]ustments in the deadlines, due dates and procedur 2478
Supplied] of these Bylaws as are necessary for the timely and fair conduct of the special

election.

i g from resignation,
balance of the term.

ARTICLE VII
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. Ma nagement Responsibility. The Board of Directors is vested with the full powers
and responsibility for the management and policies of the USFA, subject to these Bylaws.

Those groups and operational units do not, however, constitute constituencies, and directors
serve the USFA as a whole. They owe their affinity to the USFA in its entirety and do not
represent any other group, interest or individual.
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a. Officer Directors. The Officer Directors shall be the President andithe

the Okymplc Games or Pan American Games or at the Senior World Fencmg Championships; ¢
(2) within the twenty-four months preceding election fi shed in th top 50% of the USFA
National Championships of the most elite level; or (3) represented the United States in the
fencing competition at the Paralympic Games or at enior Wheelchair World Fencing

Championships.

ii. Athlete Directors shall be selected according to the methods set forth in

these Bylaws

'Councii; directly or mdnectly received compensation or support from the
ted as an owner, member, employer, employee, or agent of any person,

. member in good standing.

iv. The terms of Independenf Directors shall commence upon
adjournment of the Annual meeting of the year in which they are selected.

d. At Large Directors. The four At Large Directors shall be voting members of
the USFA in good standing.
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e. Elite Coach Dnectm The Elite Coach Director shall be a voting membei of

ﬁo few ‘than two

operations.

member of the USFA in good stand
be eligible for selection as Age Group P

g. Age Group Parent Director, The-Age Gloup Parent Diiectm shall be a voting

: éthical standards and to avoid conflicts of interest. I acknowledge my fiduciary
ty and care to the United States Fencing Association and understand that those
cede my personal interests and the interests of any individual person, group, faction

Section 3. Terms of Directors.

a. Officer Directors. Officer Directors shall serve on the Board of Directors
coincidently with the terms of their offices.
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years and two At Large Dircctors shall be elected at the. Annual Met be;shlp Meeting in odd

numbered years

e. Elite Coach Director. Elite Coach Directors shall be electqg in even numbered
years and shall serve terms of two years commencing upon adjournment o the Annual
Membership Meeting at which they are-selected. ' '

f. Club Dil'ecﬁ)'r'.' Club Directors ¢
serve terms of two years commencing i
which they are selected.

all be elected in odd numbered years and shall
1 tof the:Annual Membership Meeting at

. Age Group Directors shall be elected in even
,.yeazs commencing upon adjournment of the Annual

\t Large Directors, Elite Coach Director, Club Director, Age Group Parent
lunteer Staff Director may be nominated by either of the following methods:

a. The Nominating Committee shall nominate twice the number of qualified
cang s as there are directors to be selected in each category, and shall announce its nominees
no later than March 1 of the calendar year in which the selections are to be made.

b. Except for Officer Directors and Independent Directors, additional candidates

may be nominated by petition, provided that:
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1. The prospective candidate identifies the position for which he or she
seeks selection and meets the qualifications of that position; and

ii Prior to or simultaneously with the submission of portmg petitions,

a. Directors shall be selected in the followi er: At Large Directors , who
shall be selected simultaneously; Elite Coach Director; Club Director; Age Group Parent
Director; Volunteer Staft Director.

rge Directors, voting member present in person or by
distributec ng the candidates as the member chooses

proxy shall be allocated twozi:w_gi;tes t

¢. Specific instructions: roxy contained in the document

appointing the proxy shall be honored.

andi(___i?xtes in the case of At Large Directors,
¢ declared as elected to the Board of Directors.

b. All other directors may be removed only for cause, For the purposes of this
Section, “cause” shall mean: (i) the commission of a crime injurious to the USFA’s image,
reputation or operation or that involves dishonesty, breach of trust, or physical harm to any -
persen; (i) engaging in conduct that is in bad faith and materially injurious to the USFA,
including but not limited to, misappropriation of property, profiting from a conflict of interest,
advancing the conflicting interest of another, or placing one’s own gain or advantage above that
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of the USFA; (iii) willfully refusing to implement or foliow a lawful policy or rule ordirective of

directors present and votmg, not including the affected dit ;
remove, the affected dnectm shall be retur ned to good standl_n"

Section 8. Nor
without regard:

rson. On faﬁure of a quorum, a fesser number shall have the power to
a given time and place. The date, place and time of each meeting shall be

be cal d not less than three times in each calendar year. Special meetings of the Board of
Directors shall also be called by the President, upon written request of five or more directors.

b. Not less than five days prior to any meeting of the Board of Directors, there
shall be delivered to each director an agenda of matters proposed to be considered at such
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meeting. Business not mentioned in the agenda may not be acted on at a Special Megti 2 unless
two-thirds of the directors present and voting at the meeting vote to consider the ma

published on the USFA web site and otherwise be made availab_ljé: 0 mer;ibé%';s of the USF

Section 13, Conducting and Participating in Meetings by Means Other than Attendanc
Person.

a. In the discretion of the President, meeti pald of Directors may be
conducted by video conference or by any means that allows all participants to hear the
proceedings and to participate fully therein.

b. When meetings of the Board of Directors are noticed to bp conducted in
person, the President, or the Boar: ution, may allow one or morg directors to participate
by electronic means.

1 the conduct of such votes, the
member of the Board of Directors containing a
on and the date on which voting shall be closed,

Section 14. Delegation of Authority. The Board of Directors may by resolution delegate
lements of its authority to individuals, commitiees, task forces or commissions, provided that
uch delegation complie with the limits stated in this Section.

The Board of Directors may delegate to an Executive Committee the plenary
r and on behalf of the Board between its meetings. Should the Board

cutive Committee, it shall include the President, the Treasurer and not fewer
ional directors. Not less than 20% of any Executive Committee shall be Athlete

authority to act
constitute an I

b. All other delegations by the Board of Directors shail state the specific authority
or power being delegated and the limitations thereon.

c¢. All acts of the Executive Committee and any other déiegate of the Board of
Directors shall be reported to the Board of Directors. No such act shall be finally binding until
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the Board of Directors at a duly noticed meeting following the receipt of such report has had an
opportunity to ratify, limit, revise or reject the action.

official ineligible to participate; and the sanctioning and conduct ncing competitions. The
Operations Manual, Athlete Handbook and Rules of Competluon hall'be published in a manner,
which may be electronic, that makes them generally and easily available to members of the
USFA, and all such members shall be deemed to have notice ofithe contents thereof.

Section 17. Disciplinary Powers and Procedures. The Board of Directors shall by a
two-thirds vote of the members vi lE?hava the power to suspend; expel, deny continuation
of membership or deny readmission membeféhlp y member whose conduct may be

deemed detumental to the welfare i elests or char the.USFA. Any other legal sanction

irectors, Sanctions shall be imposed only after
the due process rights of the accused as adopted by

sed with respect to resolving disputes on matters

tion shall be set forth in the Operations Manual or

preside.

Unless otherwise provided by these Bylaws, the Colorado Nonprofit
Corporation Act or resolution of the Board of Directors, procedures at meetings shall be
poverned by ';, oberts Rules of Order.

¢. Directors may not vote by proxy.

Section 19. Committees of the Board of Directors. Except for standing committees and other
committees for which provision is made elsewhere in these bylaws, committees of the Board
shall be constituted and shall operate as provided in this section. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prohibit or restrict the authority of the Board of Directors to appoint less than the
full number of its members to assist in conduct the business of the Board of Directors.
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a. Committees. The President, with the approval of the Board of Dnectms shall
have the power to create and appoint the members of such committees as the Pr
necessary or appropriate, designate the chairs thereof, and assign functions there
of committees shall be members in of the USFA in good standing, but need
the Board of Directors. :

3. The “membel 'S
members of

b. Committee Meetings. Every committee shall meet from time to time af the call
of the Chair thereof, and it shall be the duty of the Chair to call a-meetmg upon the writt

request of a majority of the members of the committee or of

h Committee shall render a full repo tof
oard of Dnectms and in any event not less

¢. Committee Reports. The Chair of
its activities upon the request of the President or th
than three weeks prior to the Annual Meeting of the
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