First Athlete’s Advisory Council Meeting  (April 4-5, 2009)

Here are the things we discuss during the first AAC Meeting

· We discussed the history and background of the AAC – there was a slideshow regarding all the past AAC reps over the years and what they’ve accomplished during their term

· USADA – gave us an overview on what they were currently working on and answering questions to help improve their drug testing policy to better serve the athletes

· Ice Breaker and Introduction of the New AAC

· IOC Athlete Commission Candidate

· Sport Partnerships Report

· USOC Board Liaison Report

· ASC Report and Recommendation – we discussed the Athlete Service Coordinator candidates, and put in our recommendation.  They are looking to fill two positions for the 2010 Winter Olympic Games and Paralympics Games.  

· Website Report – working on launching a website that the athletes can access in the future to get information about their sport, and selection procedures for upcoming events

· Mentor Program

· CESEP – Culture, Education, Sportsmanship and Ethics Program

· Elections – Chair/Vice Chair and related Bylaw changes

· AAC Vision 2009-2012 – one of our focuses is to help promote the bid for Chicago 2016, and bring the Olympics to the US.  

· Roundtable Discussions - talked about post career supports, and what we can do to help with retirement from the sport.  Discussed Elite Athlete Health Insurance (EAHI), Grants, and Athlete Support.

This meeting was a great experience for me, and I had the opportunity to meet with other athletes from different sports and with people from USOC.  We will meet three times a year to discuss what’s on the agenda and any questions or concerns the athletes may have.  I’m looking forward to our next meeting, and if you have any questions or concerns you want me to bring up the next time we meet, please feel free to email me at Mesinee@gmail.com.  

